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Decree of the President

of the Republic of Azerbaijan
on Proclaiming 2023 as the
“Year of Heydar Aliyev” In the
Republic of Azerbaijan’

May 10, 2023, marks the 100th anniversary of the birth of Heydar Aliyeyv,
the National Leader of the Azerbaijani people, an outstanding politician
and statesman, who built the independent state of Azerbaijan.

Heydar Aliyev embodies a strong personality who successfully guided
his nation through the historical and political challenges of the time,
leading it towards independence with his unwavering determination and
tireless efforts. The people of Azerbaijan entered the new century and
millennium under the illuminating influence of Heydar Aliyev’s wisdom.
The modern Azerbaijan, a country confidently advancing on a path
of continuous development, stands as a testament to the triumph of
Heydar Aliyev’s life mission.

During Heydar Aliyev’sfirst period of leadership in Azerbaijan, the Republic
experienced a rapid and remarkable development in socioeconomic,
scientific-technical, and cultural realms thanks to his exceptional
managerial prowess, unbending will, patriotism, and his visionary and
goal-oriented decisions. This period of time that withessed a profound
transformation in the course of our history and the harmony of our life,
when the sentiments of freedom and independence began to dominate
in the national thought, stands as the brightest chapter in the history of
Azerbaijan. The resolute steps taken by the Great Leader to restore the
historical memory of the nation by directing the people’s creative energy
to the revival of the national spirit, served to self-awareness and return
to the roots, thus becoming the cornerstone of the road of independent
state-building.

Heydar Aliyev’s great political will, unwavering determination, and boundless
talent for state governance once again manifested themselves in their
entirety during the years when he worked as one of the leaders of the
USSR and led the implementation of large-scale projects.

*  The present text is an unofficial translation of the Decree from the Azerbaijani language. The original can be accessed on https://president.az/az/articles/
view/57413



Heydar Aliyev consistently promoted the interests of his beloved people
using all available opportunities for the development of the Republic.

Azerbaijan, destined to restore its state independence in 1990s, faced
the threat of being erased from the political map of the world and losing its
statehood due to Armenia’s aggression, external pressures and internal
stand-offs. Heydar Aliyev, who returned to power upon the resolute
demand of the nation at a time when the very future of the Republic
was at stake, demonstrated unparalleled selflessness to rescue his
country from the clutches of socio-political division and chaos, reversed
the recession taking place in all areas, protected the country from all
encroachments and charted a course towards sustainable development.
The years of Heydar Aliyev’s leadership of Azerbaijan represent a fateful
stage when our nation seized a rare historical opportunity to render its
independence eternal and irreversible at the cost of great suffering.

All stages of Heydar Aliyev’s meaningful life and exceptional activities
complemented each other, embodying his deep connection to the
people and dedication to the ideology of national statehood. With
profound knowledge and intellect, Heydar Aliyev made well-thought-
out and courageous decisions to successfully resolve the issues of
concern that arose within the Azerbaijani society throughout all times.
The Great Leader clearly saw the interplay between different areas
of society, adeptly defined and skillfully implemented tasks in public,
political, social, economic, cultural and other fields through the national
development strategy he had himself authored. As a result of the
successful implementation of Heydar Aliyev’s national oil strategy, our
nation has become the full owner of its natural resources and, in a short
time, obtained resources that provided a strong impetus to the country’s
overall development. Heydar Aliyev’s exceptional contributions to the
Azerbaijani people also encompass the adoption of the first Constitution
of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the implementation of comprehensive
reforms across all spheres, the establishment of democratic and rule-of-
law based institutions, and the creation of a regular army. The formation
of the ideology of Azerbaijanihood that united our people around a single
goal, safeguarding the mother tongue at the state level, introduction of the
tradition to regularly celebrate significant events of Azerbaijan’s public,
political, scientific and cultural history, global recognition of Azerbaijan
as an ancient land with centuries-old spiritual and cultural heritage and
as a place of tolerance located at the crossroads of civilizations were all
integral parts of Heydar Aliyev’s remarkable activities.

Standing alongside the most influential politicians of his time, Heydar
Aliyev played an exceptional role in promoting the modern stance of
Azerbaijan and the rich values of our people, and in securing a worthy
position for Azerbaijan in the system of international relations. The
resolution of the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict based on the norms and
principles of the international law was the paramount task laid out by the
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Great Leader, and the entirety of the country’s resources and capabilities
of our people were mobilized for the restoration of historical justice.
The strong Azerbaijani state, the masterpiece of the Great Leader,
demonstrated its capacity to protect its sovereignty and independence
by achieving a glorious Victory in the 44-day Patriotic War.

Heydar Aliyev, who has left an indelible mark in the history of our
statehood, was always proud of being an Azerbaijani and remains a
source of national pride and inspiration, is recognized as a symbol
of Azerbaijan throughout the world. Our people always cherish and
remember his dear memory with gratitude and celebrate the day when
he returned to power as a national holiday of the Republic of Azerbaijan —
National Salvation Day.

The independent Azerbaijan is the legacy of the Great Leader for the
present and future generations, while his rich and diverse heritage is
the national wealth of the Azerbaijani people. It is the honorable duty of
every Azerbaijani to preserve this sacred heritage.

Guided by Paragraph 32 of the Article 109 of the Constitution of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, in order to ensure the celebration of the 100th
anniversary of the birth of the National Leader of the Azerbaijani people,
Heydar Aliyev, at a state level, | hereby decide as follows:

1. 2023 is hereby proclaimed as the “Year of Heydar Aliyev” in the
Republic of Azerbaijan.

2. Within the next two months the Administration of the President of
the Republic of Azerbaijan shall prepare and submit to the President
of the Republic of proposals regarding an action plan related to the
designation of 2023 as the “Year of Heydar Aliyev” in the Republic
of Azerbaijan.

ILHAM ALIYEV

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan
Baku city, 29 September, 2022



HEYDAR ALIYEV-100

National Leader Heydar Aliyev
and Foreign Policy Strategy
of Azerbaijan

zerbaijan of today is in stark contrast to Azerbaijan of the early JEYHUN BAYRAMOV
years of independence. Whereas in 1991-1993, Azerbaijan was in Minister of Foreign Affairs
disarray and on the brink of a catastrophe, nowadays Azerbaijan of the Republic of Azerbaijan

is a country firmly standing on its feet, a pillar of the region and a strong
contributor to regional and international security. The people of Azerbaijan
owes this transformation to his National Leader — Heydar Aliyev. The
wisdom, leadership and statesmanship of the National Leader laid the
foundation of Azerbaijan’s success. Below, | will try to highlight the certain
aspects of the vision of the National Leader.

Once Azerbaijan restored its independence back in 1991, it faced
immense challenges to its statehood. The war of aggression launched by
Armenia caught the people of Azerbaijan off guard and unprepared. The
war resulted in the military occupation of almost one fifth of the territory
of Azerbaijan. Azerbaijanis were ethnically cleansed from both Armenia
and the occupied territories. Newly independent Azerbaijan became the
country with the biggest number of refugees and IDPs per capita in the
world. All this, coupled with the economic turmoil and sustained campaign
to undermine Azerbaijan’s statehood, brought the nation to the brink of a
catastrophe. Under these circumstances, the people of Azerbaijan turned
to Heydar Aliyev asking him to take the power and save the nation from the
impending disaster.

At the time when Heydar Aliyev accepted the invitation and headed the state
in June 1993, he inherited the situation deteriorating with every passing day.

The aggressor not interested in peace and taking advantage of the crisis
in Azerbaijan doubled its efforts to illegally occupy more of the country’s
territory. Therefore, the first task in front of Heydar Aliyev was to stop the
aggressor and give the young country a chance to recuperate. Despite
the ongoing aggression and illegal occupation, Heydar Aliyev consolidated
power, as well as introduced a unified command and control system within
the disorganized military forces. This brought a sense of confidence and
motivation to the people of Azerbaijan. Soon, the newly established Armed
Forces of Azerbaijan took over the initiative on the battlefield and Armenia
with its exhausted armed forces had to search for peace, and under these
conditions a ceasefire agreement was reached.



From signing
ceremony of the
“Contract of Century”,
20 September 1994,
Baku, Azerbaijan.
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Having successfully fulfilled the first task, the National Leader then pursued
a three-line strategy to strengthen Azerbaijan's capacity and capabilities:
1) signing mutually beneficial agreements with major Western energy
companies and reviving the ancient Silk Road to boost Azerbaijan's
economy; 2) embarking upon domestic reforms and institution building;
and 3) launching an effective diplomatic campaign to ensure restoration of
Azerbaijan's territorial integrity.

The vision espoused by the National Leader was simple and compelling.
The path of Azerbaijan's political independence as a hard-won historic
achievement is irreversible and it will not compromise its sovereignty for
external protection. Azerbaijan will continue along the path to strengthen
its own potential and through that to contribute to regional stability and
development. Azerbaijan seeks no confrontation but mutually beneficial
partnership. This formula envisioned Azerbaijan as the pillar of the broader
region where Azerbaijan's policy will make it stable and successful. At
the same time, no regional stability will be possible without Azerbaijan's
territorial integrity.

The year of 1994 was the most important and consequential in terms of
decisions taken by the National Leader for Azerbaijan. After imposing a
ceasefire agreement on Armenia, Azerbaijan negotiated and signed the
"Contract of the Century" to jointly develop the deep water reserves of
“Azeri”, “Chirag” and “Guneshli” fields. The Contract involved leading oil
companies from countries like the USA, the UK, Russia, Turkiye, Norway
and Saudi Arabia. The Contract was followed by other agreements in the




fields of oil and gas in the Azerbaijani sector of the Caspian Sea. In 1996
an agreement on exploration and development of the “Shah Deniz” gas-
condensate field was signed, which also involved multiple companies from
both the region and beyond. The composition of the signatory companies
and the states they represented was the initial embodiment in practice of
the National Leader's vision described above.

Successful oil and gas agreements raised the question of strategic relevance
on the means of delivery of energy resources. Stakeholders and interested
partners had their views and preferences. The choice made by Azerbaijan
that was later supported by its partners and most of the stakeholders was
rational and strategic: to utilize the existing infrastructure for oil deliveries,
while constructing the main export pipeline system for Caspian hydrocarbon
resources.

The issue of the main export pipeline offered both challenges and opportunities.
Challenges were to make it technically and commercially viable. While having
this pipeline pass through the region could present a real opportunity to
strengthen political independence and ensure energy security of neighbours.

The National Leader did not even rule out that an oil export pipeline could
be built through Armenia. Having illegally occupied a big part of Azerbaijan’s
territory, Armenia became bereft of economic opportunities emerging in the
region. Azerbaijan and its partners proposed to Armenia a viable option —
Armenia puts an end to its aggression and illegal occupation and gains a
real chance to be part of the soon-to-be developing region and through
this to strengthen its statehood. While this option was on the table for
some time, Armenia made a fateful mistake by rejecting it and threw itself
into isolation lasting until these days.

In 1997, the Baku-Novorossiysk pipeline, which had been in existence in
the Soviet era, was put into operation. In 1999, the Baku-Supsa oil pipeline
was commissioned. The foundation of the main oil export pipeline, Baku-
Thilisi-Ceyhan, was laid in 2002 and its construction was completed in
2005. The main export pipeline is 1,768 km in length and it passes through
the territory of Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkiye.

The diversification of oil delivery routes allowed Azerbaijan both to be
independent in the export of national energy resources to world markets
and to engage with all parties, sometimes those with conflicting political
and economic interests, for the sake of regional development. In fact, it was
a reflection of the foreign policy strategy identified by the National Leader.

Along with the energy strategy, the National Leader initiated a policy and
took actions to transform Azerbaijan into a transportation hub. The key
idea was to capitalize on Azerbaijan’s strategic location at the intersection
of East-West and North-South. At the time, with no viable transportation
infrastructure and resources in place, Azerbaijan developed a Silk Road
Strategy and worked towards attracting investment and expertise to the

HEYDAR ALIYEV-100
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THE NATIONAL LEADER
MADE IT CLEAR

THAT AZERBAIJAN’S
TERRITORIAL
INTEGRITY WAS A RED
LINE. IT WAS BOTH

A MATTER OF THE
COUNTRY’S SOVEREIGN
RIGHTS AND THE
RIGHTS OF ITS PEOPLE,
INCLUDING THOSE
FORCIBLY DISPLACED
BY ARMENIA, TO LIVE IN
THEIR HOMELAND”.

country. For this purpose, Azerbaijan hosted the first ever “International
Conference on Restoration of the Historic Silk Route” in Baku, Azerbaijan,
on September 7-8, 1998.

The second line of the National Leader’s strategy - domestic reforms and
institution building — had also a foreign policy dimension. The main focus
of reforms was to learn from the best international practices and adapt
them to the local context. Thus, Azerbaijan had joined multiple international
organizations by the mid-1990s. Pro-active membership in the UN and
its specialized agencies, engagement with the OSCE and the Council of
Europe, participation at the CIS events and other platforms made Azerbaijan
internationally well-positioned.

As for the institution building, | should note Azerbaijan’s active partnership
with NATO, which is quite outstanding in its nature. Being one of the
first signatories of the Partnership for Peace (PfP) Program, Azerbaijan
embarked upon defense institution building and reforms of the Armed
Forces in line with NATO standards, including preparations for international
peacekeeping operations. Since 1999 Azerbaijani peacekeepers started to
contribute to peacekeeping missions in various parts of the globe.

The third line of the strategy — effective diplomatic campaign to ensure
restoration of Azerbaijan's territorial integrity — merits special attention.
Territorial integrity, fundamental for the Azerbaijan’s statehood and
premised on just, legitimate and legal basis, is a prerequisite for the region’s
stability and development. The entire Caucasus region, home to hundreds
of ethnicities, is vulnerable to separatism and aggressive ideologies widely
espoused by Armenia.

The National Leader made it clear that Azerbaijan’s territorial integrity
was a red line. It was both a matter of the country’s sovereign rights
and the rights of its people, including those forcibly displaced by
Armenia, to live in their homeland. Under existing circumstances,
Azerbaijan systematically engaged with international organizations to
achieve the resolution of the conflict on the basis of respect for the
sovereignty, territorial integrity and inviolability of international borders
of Azerbaijan as provided for by international law. In this context, the
United Nations Security Council, the body with primary responsibility for
maintaining international peace and security, adopted four resolutions
that reconfirmed the sovereignty, territorial integrity and inviolability
of international borders of Azerbaijan and demanded immediate,
unconditional and complete withdrawal of the occupying forces from
the occupied territories of Azerbaijan. Yet another big diplomatic victory
by the National Leader was the OSCE Lisbon Summit of 1996 where
all OSCE participating States, except for Armenia, recognized that the
conflict should be resolved within the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan.

These diplomatic achievements put political pressure on Armenia and
made it impossible to legitimize the results of its aggression against
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Azerbaijan. Also, as it was mentioned above, Armenia failed to seize on the
strategic and consequential opportunity of becoming a part of the large-
scale regional projects initiated by Azerbaijan.

The National Leader masterminded a strategy of economic prosperity and
international partnerships for Azerbaijan. This very strategy also led to the
diplomatic defeat and economic isolation of the aggressor that ended up
with the eventual defeat of Armenia on the battlefield.

Today, Azerbaijan, under the able leadership of President llham Aliyev,
true to the vision and principles put forward by the National Leader, has
restored its sovereignty and territorial intergity.

Azerbaijan continues not only to develop itself but supports stability
and development of the region. Azerbaijan has become a trans-regional
connector between East-West and North-South transportation networks.
Azerbaijan is contributing to the energy security of its neighbours and
European countries. For the last 10 years, Azerbaijan has provided
humanitarian and development assistance to more than 140 countries.
The Armed Forces of Azerbaijan, while capable to defend its borders,
contribute to international security worldwide.

The development and prosperity of Azerbaijan have benefited all its
partners. Azerbaijan and the region still have untapped potential. In line
with the vision of its National Leader, Azerbaijan looks forward to further
developing mutually beneficial cooperation, building partnerships across
geopoalitical dividing lines and serving as a model for multiculturalism.

President Heydar Aliyev at
the OSCE Lisbon Summit,
2 December 1996,
Lisbon, Portugal.

TODAY, AZERBAIJAN,
UNDER THE ABLE
LEADERSHIP OF
PRESIDENT ILHAM
ALIYEV, TRUE TO THE
VISION AND PRINCIPLES
PUT FORWARD BY THE
NATIONAL LEADER,
HAS RESTORED

ITS TERRITORIAL
INTEGRITY.
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Heydar Aliyev is the Architect of
the Democratic State Governed
by the Rule of Law, and Modern

Judicial and Legal System

FIKRAT MAMMADOV

Minister of Justice of the
Republic of Azerbaijan

Aliyev, the National Leader of Azerbaijani people, a prominent

M ay 10, 2023 marks the 100th anniversary of the birth of Heydar
politician and statesman.

More than 30 years of the history of modern Azerbaijan are closely
linked with Heydar Aliyev. There is no area in our country that was not
masterminded by him.

His governance of the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic from 1969 to
1982 is the substantial period of progress registered in Azerbaijan.

It was during those years that Azerbaijan, which in the times of a totalitarian
Soviet regime was considered as one of the least developed republics,
advanced to the ranks of the most developed ones, achieving successes
in economy, industry and agriculture, as well as culture and education.

At the same time, Heydar Aliyev always prioritized justice, rule of law and
legal order, and stated that “justice can not be restored by injustice”. He
considered maintaining rule of law and establishment of law-enforcement
activities on the basis of these principles as fundamental criteria.

It was in 1970, after the National Leader assumed the leadership in
Azerbaijan, that a disorganized justice system was transformed into a
unified and smoothly functioning mechanism.

For the first time in the USSR, Heydar Aliyev openly and courageously
spoke out about crime and corruption and showed zero tolerance to them.
Later, when he served as a member of the Political Bureau, the leading
body of a giant state as the USSR, and as First Deputy Chairman of the
Council of Ministers, Heydar Aliyev never hesitated to openly criticize
the wrongdoings and shortcomings of the center and always supported
transparency. He was responsible for the management of important
strategic areas in the Soviet Union, and yet he remained strongly dedicated
to his native Azerbaijan.



After the collapse of the Soviet Union, in 1991, Azerbaijan, which had
only recently regained its state independence, was faced with the threat
of losing it. A war was waged against Azerbaijan and its territories were
occupied. There were almost no governance in the country. It was in a
state of disarray and anarchy.

The people of Azerbaijan was convinced that only historic personality like
Heydar Aliyev could rescue them from this difficult situation, a socioeconomic
and political-military crisis.

As famous French thinker Voltaire once said, “one genius is enough to save
the state”. Such personalities play an incomparable role in the fate of the
people by assuming responsibility in critical political situations. Thus, the
Americans had George Washington, French people had Charles de Gaulle,
the Germans had Otto von Bismarck, the people of Turkiye had Mustafa
Kemal Atatlrk, and the Azerbaijanis had Heydar Aliyev!

HEYDAR ALIYEV-100
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IN THE MOST
CHALLENGING TIMES
FOR OUR NATIONAL
STATEHOOD, HEYDAR
ALIYEV, A SKILLED
STATESMAN WITH
INNATE TALENT, DEEP
UNDERSTANDING

OF POLITICAL
PROCESSES, AND AN
IMMENSE REPUTATION,
UNDERTOOK THE
MISSION TO SAVE OUR
COUNTRY.

Therefore, it is no surprise that 2023 was declared the “Year of Heydar
Aliyev” in the Republic of Azerbaijan to honor the exceptional contributions
of the Great Leader in consolidating our independence and statehood,
establishing a democratic state governed by the rule of law, and positioning
Azerbaijan in the system of international relations. Various events are being
organized both within the country and abroad to commemorate his legacy.

In the most challenging times for our national statehood, Heydar Aliyey,
a skilled statesman with innate talent, deep understanding of political
processes, and an immense reputation, undertook the mission to save
our country. With his extensive experience in statecraft, he successfully
preserved our independence and ensured its perpetuity.

He determined the building of democratic and secular institutions based
on rule of law as a path for the development of Azerbaijan, a country with
a rich history of statehood, committed to national-moral values and also
known for its traditions of multiculturalism and tolerance.

Initially, socio-political stability and the rule of law were restored in the country
to launch the building of a democratic law-governed state and to carry
out fundamental reforms. In 1994, a historic decree aimed at combating
crime, which marked a turning point in strengthening the rule of law and
legal order was signed. And in 1995, the first democratic parliament was
established since restoration of the independence.

The Azerbaijani model of a state governed by the rule of law was introduced
through the first national Constitution. Heydar Aliyev played a pivotal role in
personally drafting the first Constitution of Azerbaijan, which was designed
to reflect universal values and democratic achievements across the world.
It was then adopted in 1995 through a referendum. In order to ensure the
supremacy of the Constitution, the Constitutional Court was established
for the first time in the history of our country in 1998.

The Constitution contained all principles of a democratic law-governed
state, such as the rule of law, protection of human rights, separation of
powers, principles of constitutional control, while setting the protection of
human rights as the supreme goal of the state.

The National Leader attached great importance to the process of institution
building based on the rule of law and reforms of the legal system and he
personally chaired the Legal Reform Commission that was established for
this very purpose.

The legal system and legislation common to totalitarian regimes inherited
from the Soviet Union was not conducive to building a civil and democratic
society, establishing the rule of law and protecting human rights and
freedoms. To overcome this obstacle, an analysis of the best international
practices was carried out. As a result, a series of progressive laws and
codes were drafted and adopted in a relatively short period of time. These
new laws and codes, which were reviewed and approved by reputable



international experts, defined the essence of a modern legal system and
were of utmost importance for both the present and future of our country.

[t wouldn’t have been possible to establish a perfect legal system without
an independent and impartial judiciary, which is one of the cornerstones of
a democratic society.

In this context, at the National Leader’s initiative, a completely new “Law on
Courts and Judges” was adopted in accordance with democratic traditions
in 1997. With the purpose of forming the judiciary as an authoritative and
independent institution, as well as preparation of acompetent and professional
corps of judges, the Judicial-Legal Council was established in 1998.

The process of launching a conceptually new and modern model of judicial
proceedings started and, after abolishing former Soviet courts, a new
three-tier independent judicial system was created.

Protection of every individual’s rights and freedoms by courts was ensured.
The adoption of important decisions restricting human rights was entrusted
to the exclusive competence of courts. Any forms of control over courts
were eliminated. On the contrary, the institution of democratic judicial
control was introduced.

Within the framework of reforms, the functions and powers of the Supreme
Court were also revised. It became a purely cassation instance court for
civil, criminal, and other cases considered in courts of general jurisdiction
or specialized courts.

Demonstrating its commitment to fundamental human rights once again,
Azerbaijan became one of the first post-Soviet countries where the right
to choose arrest as a measure of restraint was given to courts, thereby
applying the principle of “Habeas Corpus”.

In 2000, for the first time in the history of our statehood, judges were
appointed based on transparent procedures, including selection through
test exam. Ultimately, 60% of the previous corps of judges was renewed.
Thereby, the foundation was laid for a new, contemporary way of thinking
within the judicial system.

At that time, the National Leader assessed these reforms at the international
conference in Washington D.C. by saying: “We have raised the judicial
system of Azerbaijan to a completely new level and set it up based on
democratic principles. All judges passed a test, went through competition,
and whoever succeeded was appointed as a judge.”

As a result of the reforms, the powers of the Prosecutor’s Office common
to the totalitarian regime were abolished and it was reorganized according
to the principles of a democratic society, its main function was defined as
carrying out criminal prosecution and upholding state prosecution in full
compliance with the principle of equality of arms.
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OF HUMANISM,
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IN 1998, FOR THE FIRST
TIME IN THE EAST,
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WAS COMPLETELY
ABOLISHED IN
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At the same time, considering the exceptional role of the Bar Association
in ensuring human rights and providing quality legal aid to citizens, its
activities were reformed according to the democratic principles. Hence,
it was transformed into a fully independent institution, whereas in some
countries it is functioning within or under the control of public institutions
even today. Another tangible example of the special importance attached
to the protection of human rights was the signing of the Decree “On
measures to secure the protection of human and civil rights and freedoms”
in 1998. This elevated the issue of human rights to national level. The
Ombudsman institution was established in Azerbaijan. Our country joined
all main international treaties in this field, a special State Program on human
rights was prepared and started to be implemented.

It goes without saying that one of the most important and historic steps
taken in this field was the abolition of death penalty. Immediately after
his return to power in 1993, Heydar Aliyev, who always adhered to the
principles of humanism, introduced a veto on the execution of death
penalties, and in 1998, for the first time in the East, this punishment was
completely abolished in Azerbaijan. Extensive application of pardon and
amnesty acts was restored. Thus, in 1995-2003 tens of thousands of
prisoners were pardoned, released from imprisonment and other types of
punishments as a result of approximately 40 acts of humanism adopted
in the country.

In the process of institution building based on rule of law, progressive reforms
were carried out in all law enforcement agencies; laws “On Police”, “On
Intelligence Activity” and other progressive legislative acts were adopted.

At the same time, historic decisions were made on the comprehensive
development of justice institutions.

First, the transfer of penitentiary institutions from the criminal investigation
body to the Ministry of Justice was completed in accordance with the
democratic principles. This step was aimed at improving the system of
execution of punishments, humanization of correctional work, and most
importantly, ensuring the protection of human rights and freedoms.

New tasks related to the execution of court decisions to meet modern
challenges were determined, that resulted in establishment of the
Bailiff Service at the Ministry. Moreover, an Investigation department
was created and the Ministry of Justice was entrusted with pre-trial
investigation of crimes against administration of justice and several
other related offences.

By taking important steps to promote democracy in Azerbaijan, local
self-governing bodies, municipalities were formed for the first time. The
Ministry was tasked with ensuring the legality in the activities of these
bodies in accordance with the international practices, providing them with
methodological assistance and submitting annual reports to the Parliament.



As a result of the country’s dedication to democratic values and progressive
reforms, Azerbaijan became a full member of authoritative international
organizations, including the Council of Europe in 2001.

Due to the successful foreign policy strategy, the country’s international
relations expanded and bilateral cooperation was established with other
states in political, economic, legal, and other fields.

The steady line towards comprehensive democratic development
established by Heydar Aliyev has been successfully continued since the
election of Mr. llham Aliyev as a President of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Alongside this, our judicial and legal system, which was established by the
Great Leader on the basis of democratic principles, is being constantly
modernized and reformed to cope with modern challenges.

World experience shows that reforms in this field are an ongoing process.
Even in developed countries this process is permanent — meaning that
even though it has a beginning, it is a never-ending endeavor.

In this context, consistent and focused actions have been taken aimed
at a continuous development of the judicial system, which is one of the
priorities of our state policy.

Within the framework of progressive reforms implemented under the
leadership of the Head of State and in cooperation with the Council of
Europe taking into account international experience, the existing judiciary-
related legislation has been improved almost every year, which has resulted
in the adoption of new laws.

By taking important institutional measures, the activity of the Judicial-Legal
Council as an independent self-governing body of the judiciary was re-
organized on a new basis. Also, the Selection Committee of Judges was
established and the Rules for the most transparent selection of candidates
for judges were introduced.

In addition, further guarantees for the independence of the judiciary were
introduced, mechanisms for the prevention of interference in its activity by
the Judicial-Legal Council were determined. Moreover, judicial budgets can
only be adopted in coordination with the Council, while it was prohibited by
law to reduce judges’ salaries.

In order to simplify access to justice, approximately 40 new courts, including
courts of appeal, and a system of administrative justice were established
in all regions. The existing court infrastructure was modernized with the
participation of the World Bank, and hi-tech courthouses and complexes
were built to accommodate 35 courts in the capital and regions. Most of
them were inaugurated by the President of the country, who guarantees
the independence of the judiciary by the Constitution.
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Along with that, in order to improve access to courts and increase customer
satisfaction, the “Electronic court” information system, which covers
the entire process from the moment of application to the court until the
enforcement of the court decision, was launched and is being successfully
implemented.

It should be noted that following the Decree of the President dated 3
April 2019 “On Deepening of the Reforms in the Judicial-Legal System”,
our judicial reforms entered a new stage in accordance with the modern
challenges.

Enormous work has been done in a short period of time on the
implementation of this decree, and this work is highly valued by
international experts. Within the framework of institutional measures, 13
regional courts, including separate administrative and commercial courts
in the regions, have been established, private forensic expertise has been
introduced, and a mediation institute has started to operate.

Up to 350 changes were introduced to the Civil Procedure Code to ensure
flexibility of the court proceedings, more efficient consideration of cases,
and, generally, to improve the quality of justice. Also, the scope of simplified
and written proceedings was broadened, video conference and electronic
format proceedings, as well as differentiation of court fees, were applied.

The policy of humanity introduced by Great Leader Heydar Aliyev
successfully continued through the implementation of measures related to
the humanization of penal policy in accordance with the decree.



It should be noted that the protection of rights of persons deprived of their
liberty is always in the limelight. In this context, the adoption of a new “Law on
Ensuring the Rights and Freedoms of Persons Detained in Prisons” played
an important role in ensuring the rights of detained or arrested persons, and
they were afforded the same rights and privileges as prisoners.

At the same time, detention conditions of prisoners were improved in
accordance with the international standards and new modern penitentiary
institutions were built in the capital and regions. The President of Azerbaijan,
who always attaches special importance to the protection of human rights,
including rights of prisoners, visited these institutions and got acquainted
with the conditions there.

The quality of medical care provided to the prisoners is constantly improving,
the positive experience of our country in fighting TB is appreciated across
the world and other countries regularly benefit from it in accordance with
the recommendations of prestigious international organizations.

Furthermore, by humanizing the penal policy after studying best
international practices, extensive and conceptual amendments were made
to the criminal legislation in the past period. As a result, many offences
were decriminalized, some punishments were eliminated, and punishments
alternative to deprivation of liberty, including new ones such as restriction
of liberty, were introduced.

It should be also noted that the Probation Service within the Ministry of
Justice was established. It widely uses electronic monitoring tools (electronic
bracelets) to execute the above-mentioned punishments, thereby enabling
non-stop probation control.

In addition, the decree “On Deepening of the Reforms in the Judicial-Legal
System” defined progressive mechanisms for unified judicial practices, as
well as for the evaluation of judges’ performance.

As a result of increased confidence in courts and improvement of access
to justice, the workload in courts rose dramatically, and, therefore, the
number of judges has been increased by a third to ensure more qualitative
consideration of cases.

In order to fill the vacancies of judges, selection of candidates is organized
via fully transparent and multi-stage procedures, which include long-
term trainings and internships in courts where future judges study best
international practices.

It should be noted that our judicial reforms are highly appreciated
internationally as well. The selection procedure distinguished with its
transparency received a high assessment from the Council of Europe and
the European Union as a model of best practice, and recommended to
other countries.
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At the same time, our project “Court Pulse-Revolution in Management” has
participated in the Council of Europe’s competition in the field of administration
of justice and was awarded the “Crystal Scales of Justice Prize” for its
achievements in the judicial system.

Also, the World Bank has evaluated a justice- related project in Azerbaijan as
one of the most successful projects and announced it as the winner under the
“Creation and application of innovative methods for providing higher quality
services to citizens” nomination.

According to the reports of the European Commission for the Efficiency of
Justice (CEPEJ), Azerbaijan has surpassed many developed Western European
and other states in terms of court efficiency indicators. In addition, our country
has significantly exceeded average European figures in terms of the speed
of proceedings and wide application of information technologies in courts.
Azerbaijan is ranked 14th among 49 countries in the IT development.

All taken measures and achievements are the result of President llham Aliyev’s
successful implementation of the state development strategy, which is rooted in
great deeds and based on a solid foundation laid by Heydar Aliyev.

Today, the modern state of Azerbaijan is strong as never before. In particular,
it’s worth mentioning that our native lands, which were occupied for 30 years
despite of the UN Security Council's Resolutions, were liberated by military
and political means, thus, turning National Leader’s testament and the dream
of our people into a reality.

Our main task now is to restore and efficiently organize activities of juridical
institutions in those lands.

At present, in the territories completely destroyed during the occupation,
massive reconstruction works are underway and the entire infrastructure is
being rebuilt under the leadership of the Head of State. It is of great concern
that landmines laid heavily in those territories by Armenia during the occupation
and even after the war have already claimed the lives of 55 people and caused
serious injuries to more than 300.

The Heydar Aliyev Foundation, which is named after the Great Leader and has
contributed significantly to the socioeconomic development of the country since
its establishment, is implementing important projects in this regard at the initiative of
its President, First Vice-President of Azerbaijan, Mrs. Mehriban Aliyeva. Our ancient
monuments and cultural heritage are being restored there, and our compatriots
are already returning to their ancestral homes.

All this demonstrates the strong capacity of our state in the world. Azerbaijan,
which is known as a peaceful state, reliable partner and a country that stands at
the forefront of reforms, is on the path of sustainable development of a modern
secular and democratic state governed by the rule of law. This progress is
triggered by the successful implementation of a thoughtful and far-sighted
policy, which is based on a solid foundation laid by Great Leader Heydar Aliyev.
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National Leader Heydar Aliyev

and the Islamic World

Historically, the people of Azerbaijan have made great contributions

to the development of Islamic culture and remained faithful to the
Islamic religion despite living in different public and political systems. It is
no coincidence that the Islamic religion spread to the rest of the Caucasus
precisely from Azerbaijan. Bahmanyar al-Azerbaijani, Abu Said Bardai,
Eynalguzat Miyanaji, Nizami Ganjavi, Shahabaddin Suhravardi, Nasir
al-Din al-Tusi, Khatib Tabrizi, Shams Tabrizi, Jalaladdin Tabrizi, Gatran
Tabrizi, Safiyaddin Urmavi, Seyid Imadaddin Nasimi, Seyid Yahya Bakuvi,
Muhammad Fuzuli, Yusif Ardabili, Safiyaddin Ardabili, Sirajaddin Ismail
Shirvani and many other Azerbaijani scientists and thinkers have played
an exceptional role in the development of science, literature and art in the
Caucasus and the Islamic world as a whole. Unfortunately, since religion
was banned in the USSR, the connection of Azerbaijan and other Muslim
republics with the Muslim world and culture weakened. However, after the
Soviet Union collapsed in 1991 and Azerbaijan regained state independence,
a favorable historical and political environment emerged for the centuries-
old national and moral values of the Azerbaijani people to take their rightful
place in society.

Q zerbaijan is one of the centers of Islamic civilization in the world.

The return of National Leader Heydar Aliyev to power in Azerbaijan in
1993 paved the way for Islamic values, which were under severe pressure
during the Soviet era, to regain their rightful place in the republic and for the
development of relations with the Muslim world.

The adoption of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan at the
initiative of Heydar Aliyev in 1995 established the relations between the
state and religion in Azerbaijan on the principle of secularism. As a result
of the Great Leader’s visionary policy, all citizens of the country regardless
of their religious beliefs rallied around the ideology of Azerbaijanihood and
began to actively participate in the process of independent state building.
As a result of the successful implementation of Heydar Aliyev’'s policy
towards ensuring freedom of conscience and religion and developing the
relations between the state and religion, religious stability in Azerbaijan was
strengthened.

The restoration and reconstruction of religious-cultural and historical
sites belonging to the Islamic and other religions as well as respect for
their spiritual values held an important place among the main directions
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of Heydar Aliyev’'s domestic policy. In remarks at the swearing-in
ceremony after being elected President of the Republic of Azerbaijan
on October 10, 1993, Heydar Aliyev stated that the Islamic religion
had played a tremendous role in the development of the centuries-old
culture of the Azerbaijani people and formation of its national-spiritual
values. The Great Leader noted that Islam had had a great influence on
the spirituality, science and power of the Azerbaijani people. “In many
cases, our national traditions and culture have been passed down
from one generation to another through the Islamic religion, and have
reached the present days as an enormous national asset. All conditions
have been and will continue to be created for people to practice Islam
freely in Azerbaijan.”

During a trip to Saudi Arabia in July 1994, Heydar Aliyev visited the
places considered holy in the Islamic world. The National Leader said
in this regard, “What makes this trip quite special is that the people
accompanying me and | have visited holy places of Muslims. | said in
an interview in Mecca, in front of the Kaaba, and | can repeat now that
visiting the holy places and connecting myself to them was my most
cherished dream for years and decades. This is why this visit is very
important to me.”? Heydar Aliyev wrote heartfelt words in the book of
honor of the Prophet’s Mosqgue in the city of Medina: “As a Muslim,
| consider myself happy to have visited the holy city of Medina, the
holy monuments of Islam, the mausoleum and mosque of the Prophet
Muhammad. Thank God the dream and intention | had been cherishing
in my heart for many years have come true. This historic event has
created a gr