
DİPLOMATİYA ALƏMİ
WORLD OF DIPLOMACY

 JOURNAL OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
OF THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN

№ 53, 2019

EDITORIAL COUNCIL 

Elmar MAMMADYAROV  Minister of Foreign Affairs
     (Chairman of the Editorial Council)

Hikmat HAJIYEV       Assistant to the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, 
     Head of the Department of Foreign Policy Affairs of the 
     Presidential Administration of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Araz AZIMOV    Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

Khalaf KHALAFOV     Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

Mahmud MAMMAD-GULIYEV  Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

Hafi z PASHAYEV    Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

Nadir HUSEYNOV   Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

Ramiz HASANOV    Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

Huseyn HUSEYNOV                         Director, Analysis and Strategic Studies 
     Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
     of the Republic of Azerbaijan
   

EDITORIAL BOARD

Nurlan ALIYEV   Analysis and Strategic Studies Department
  

@ All rights reserved.
The views and opinions expressed are those of the 

authors and do not necessarily refl ect 
the offi cial policy or position of the MFA

«World of Diplomacy» journal is published since 2002.
Registration №1161, 14 January 2005

ISSN: 1818-4898
Postal address: Analysis and Strategic Studies Department,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Sh.Gurbanov Str. 50, Baku AZ 1009
Tel.: 596-91-31; e-mail: mtsa@mfa.gov.az



MÜNDƏRİCAT - CONTENTS - СОДЕРЖАНИЕ

RƏSMİ XRONİKA – OFFICIAL CHRONICLE – ОФИЦИАЛЬНАЯ ХРОНИКА 

Diplomatic activity of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
H.E. Mr. I.Aliyev (October – December 2019) …………………………………………… 3

Meetings and visits of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
Mr. E.Mammadyarov (October – December 2019) ……………………………………… 52

MƏQALƏLƏR – ARTICLES – СТАТЬИ 

Олег Кузнецов

О государственной политике героизации нацизма в Армении ………………………. 97

Омар Ардашелия

Архитектура безопасности Южного Кавказа и 
грузино – азербайджанский военный договор 1919 года ……..................................... 112

Руслан Шевченко

Основные направления деятельности 
азербайджанской дипломатии (1918-1920 гг.) .............................................................. 121

YENİ TƏYİNATLAR – NEW APPOINTMENTS – НОВЫЕ НАЗНАЧЕНИЯ  ….. 127

YENİ NƏŞRLƏR – NEW PUBLICATIONS – НОВЫЕ ИЗДАНИЯ ........................ 128
 



3AZƏRBAYCAN  RESPUBLİKASI  XARİCİ   İŞLƏR  NAZİRLİYİNİN  JURNALI  53 /  2019

Jo
ur

na
l o

f t
he

 M
in

is
tr

y 
of

 F
or

ei
gn

 A
ff a

ir
s 

of
 th

e 
Re

pu
bl

ic
 o

f  
A

ze
rb

ai
ja

n 
 5

3 
/ 2

01
9

R
Ə

SM
İ X

R
O

N
İK

A 
- O

FF
IC

IA
L 

C
H

R
O

N
IC

LE
 - 
О
Ф
И
Ц
И
А
ЛЬ

Н
А
Я

 Х
РО

Н
И
КА

RƏSMİ XRONİKA - OFFICIAL CHRONICLE - ОФИЦИАЛЬНАЯ ХРОНИКА

RƏSMİ XRONİKA – OFFICIAL CHRONICLE – ОФИЦИАЛЬНАЯ ХРОНИКА

DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY
OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN

H.E. Mr. ILHAM ALIYEV

(OCTOBER – DECEMBER 2019)

FOREIGN VISITS 

WORKING VISIT TO THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

3 October 2019

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev 
attended the plenary session of the 16th Annual Meeting of 

Valdai International Discussion Club

3 October 2019, Sochi

Speech by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev

Dear Vladimir Vladimirovich,
Dear ladies and gentlemen!

First of all, I would like to express my deep gratitude to Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin for 
the invitation to take part in the regular meeting of the Valdai Discussion Club. I would 
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like to note that the club’s activities are followed with great interest in Azerbaijan. It has 
transformed into one of the most important international venues where current issues of the 
modern world are discussed and recommendations are made for deepening cooperation.

I listened to Vladimir Vladimirovich’s speech with great interest and I agree with him in 
everything. The only thing he did not say when speaking about the situation that developed in 
Russia at the turn of the millennium is that the main factor behind Russia emerging from the 
most diffi cult ordeals with dignity is the factor of Vladimir Putin. This is true and everyone 
should know that. It is thanks to his courage, determination, wisdom and patriotism that 
Russia emerged from the most diffi cult trials and is a leading world power today.

We had a meeting with Vladimir Vladimirovich today. Our meetings are regular, and even a 
short interval of a few months is already perceived by us as a pause. The relations between 
our countries are of strategic importance. It is no coincidence that we call each other strategic 
partners. Today we reviewed a very broad agenda of bilateral relations and outlined the ways 
for further cooperation. There is a very active political dialogue between our countries. Regular 
meetings of heads of state and other offi cials contribute to the deepening of our cooperation. 
We closely interact with each other within the framework of international organizations, 
traditionally supporting each other in the most important and pressing issues. At the June 
session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, where the issue of Russia’s 
return to this organization was discussed, the entire Azerbaijani delegation voted for Russia to 
return to PACE and would like to congratulate our colleagues on the fact that this happened.

There is a positive trend in the development of trade and economic relations. We increase our 
turnover every year. It is becoming more and more diffi cult to do because last year there was 
something around a 20-percent increase, this year there is even more. The identifi cation of 
priority areas of cooperation within the framework of fi ve “roadmaps” will undoubtedly lead 
to a further increase in trade relations. About 700 companies with Russian capital operate in 
Azerbaijan. Azerbaijani investments in Russia are in the amount of 1.2 billion dollars and the 
volume of Russian investments in Azerbaijan is 4.6 billion dollars. We are slightly behind 
here, but there are objective reasons for that. I would also like to note that Russian banks 
have helped us a lot with industrialization – they have provided loans of almost a billion 
dollars for projects in the real sector of the economy.

Our military and technical cooperation is actively developing. Today we agreed that we 
will continue to work in this direction despite the fact we already have contracts on the 
acquisition of Russian equipment amounting to 5 billion dollars, of which 3 billion has 
already been implemented. As I said, we intend to continue work in this direction.

Another important area of our cooperation is the transport sector. In 2018, eight times more 
cargo was transported along the North-South corridor than in the previous year. The volumes 
are still small, but the dynamics are impressive. I would also like to note that the North-West 
corridor has been launched. Cargo from Russia is sent through the territory of Azerbaijan not 
only to the south but also to the west – largely due to the fact that we agreed on a tariff policy 
and due to the fact that major investments have recently been made in modern transport 
infrastructure in Azerbaijan.
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One indicator of our relations most clearly testifi es to the spirit and nature of relations not 
only between countries, but also between our peoples. Last year, 880,000 Russians visited 
Azerbaijan. This year the number is already biggest. It is no secret that tourists go not only to 
see the sights or taste the national cuisine. They go to places where it is safe and comfortable, 
and where they feel at home. I think this speaks of the rapid growth of tourism.

I would like to note the great achievements in the fi eld of education. A branch of Moscow 
State University has been operating in Azerbaijan for many years, as well as a branch of the 
First Moscow State Medical University. All state universities in Azerbaijan have branches 
in Russian. A total of 25,000 students study in Russian. Also, 130,000 schoolchildren in 338 
schools in our country study in Russian in 338 schools with Russian education.

One of the topics of ongoing discussion is the 
settlement of the Armenian-Azerbaijani Nagorno-
Karabakh confl ict. Russia is a co-chair of the OSCE 
Minsk Group, which has a mediation mandate. I 
should note that Nagorno-Karabakh and seven other 
districts of Azerbaijan have been under Armenian 
occupation for over 25 years. Nagorno-Karabakh is 
the original Azerbaijani land. In Soviet times, the 
Nagorno-Karabakh autonomous region was set up. 
I must say that in connection with the confl ict there 

is a fairly wide range of opinions often not refl ecting realities. Therefore, in order to clarify, I 
must say that in 1921 the decision of the Caucasian Bureau was literally “to leave Nagorno-
Karabakh within Azerbaijan”, not transfer it, as the Armenian side often interprets it. Before the 
confl ict began, the Azerbaijani and Armenian populations in the proportion of 25 to 75 percent 
lived in the Nagorno-Karabakh autonomous region of the Azerbaijan SSR. As a result of the 
confl ict, the entire Azerbaijani population was expelled from Nagorno-Karabakh, as well as 
from seven other districts of Azerbaijan. In other words, ethnic cleansing was carried out.

Today there is no Azerbaijani population in the occupied territories, while most of the occupied 
territories are scorched and destroyed lands – destroyed houses, schools, public buildings. 
As a result of the confl ict, Azerbaijan has been faced with a humanitarian catastrophe. More 
than 700,000 IDPs from Nagorno-Karabakh and other occupied territories of Azerbaijan, 
plus 250,000 Azerbaijanis were driven out of their historical lands in the territory of modern 
Armenia.

The UN Security Council has adopted four resolutions, including resolutions requiring 
immediate and unconditional withdrawal of Armenian forces from the occupied territories. 
For more than 25 years they have not been fulfi lled. And here we come to the important issue 
of implementing the decisions made. The UN Security Council is the highest international 
body, and if the decisions adopted by the Security Council have not been implemented for 
more than 25 years, this raises a lot of questions about the effectiveness of this organization.

We in Azerbaijan are concerned about the selective nature of the implementation of 
resolutions. Sometimes they are carried out in a matter of days, sometimes they are not 
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required at all for certain military operations, in our case, the resolutions remain on paper.

The solution of the Armenian-Azerbaijani Nagorno-Karabakh confl ict should be within the 
framework of the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan, the UN Charter adopted by the whole 
world, resolutions of the UN Security Council and the Helsinki Final Act.

I have to say that the Prime Minister of Armenia has often said recently that a solution to 
the confl ict should be acceptable to the people of Azerbaijan, the people of Armenia and 
the people of Nagorno-Karabakh. I must say that the concept of “the people of Nagorno-
Karabakh” does not exist. There is population of Nagorno-Karabakh, which consisted of the 
Azerbaijani and Armenian people before the confl ict, and they have equal rights.

As for a solution acceptable for Azerbaijan, it consists in restoring the territorial integrity of 
Azerbaijan recognized by the whole world and returning refugees and internally displaced 
persons to their original lands, including Nagorno-Karabakh. This is consistent with Security 
Council resolutions and the Helsinki Final Act.

I must say that the military aggression of Armenia against Azerbaijan continues to this day. 
Yesterday, a civilian, a resident of Gazakh District which is located far from the confl ict 
zone, on the border between Armenia and Azerbaijan, was killed by an Armenian sniper. I 
must also say that during the military provocation in April 2016, six civilians, including a 
child, a girl, were killed in Azerbaijan.

I would also like to touch upon the statement of the Prime Minister of Armenia that has 
caused surprise not only in Azerbaijan. A corresponding reaction was also given to it by the 
Russian Federation within the framework of the Valdai Forum. The statement is as follows: 
“Karabakh is a part of Armenia, and full stop.” Well, fi rst of all, it is a lie, to put it mildly. 
Karabakh – both upper and lower – is recognized by the whole world as an integral part of 
Azerbaijan. Armenia itself does not recognize this illegal entity. Karabakh is a historical and 
ancestral Azerbaijani land. Therefore, Karabakh is Azerbaijan, and exclamation mark!

Despite the occupation and the humanitarian catastrophe of the early 1990s, when an eighth of 
our country’s population were refugees, Azerbaijan has come a long way in development and 
creation. With the exception of the fi rst years of independence when a puppet, anti-national 
and corrupt regime of the Popular Front ruled in the country, Azerbaijan has been living in a 
stable environment for 26 years. The key contribution to that was made by President Heydar 
Aliyev who managed to prevent civil war, stop the occupation, overcome chaos and ruin, and 
put Azerbaijan on a path of development. Thus, for 26 years, the Azerbaijani people have 
been living in the conditions of stability and development.

The international standing of our country is strengthening. One indicator of this is the election 
of our country as a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council several years ago. A 
total of 155 states voted for us. It was not easy, it took us three days and 16 rounds but justice 
triumphed. I would also like to note that the Russian Federation and all other 154 countries 
provided us with great support.
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We are pleased that Baku has for many years been selected as the venue for meetings of the 
high military command of Russia and NATO. Thus, we see this as an expression of trust in 
us. This month, at the end of it, a Summit of the Non-Aligned Movement will be held in 
Baku, and Azerbaijan will assume chairmanship of this organization for three years.

In addition to the international agenda, of course, we mainly focus on domestic issues related 
to economic growth. Great results have been achieved in this direction in recent years. 
Azerbaijan is a country with a low external public debt. By this indicator, we are in ninth 
place and our external debt accounts for 17 percent of the GDP. For reference, let me say 
that Russia is in sixth place. We are not in competition but always focus on the best results.

A lot has been done to reduce poverty, which has declined from 49 to 5 percent since 2003. 
Also, economic growth has allowed us the opportunity to address social problems. This 
year, the minimum wage has grown almost twice and the minimum pension by 70 percent. 
We invest in modern technology – about 80 percent of our population are Internet users. 
Azerbaijan is a country with three satellites, two are telecommunication ones and one is for 
monitoring the surface of the earth.

In conclusion, I would like to say and support the thesis of Vladimir Vladimirovich that 
transport projects not only increase trade, but also serve as a bridge between peoples in 
this direction. The North-South and East-West projects that pass through our country are 
precisely steps and projects in the direction when international cooperation expands and 
risks reduce.

Thank you for your attention!

X X X

Then, President Ilham Aliyev and other participants in the event answered questions.

- My question is to President Aliyev. The economic integration projects with the participation 
of our countries, including the North-South trade route and the North-West transport 
corridor you mentioned, create unique prerequisites for regional security. How do you see 
the parameters of such a system from Baku? To what extent do Russian-Azerbaijani security 
ties contribute to its construction?

- Of course, these issues are interconnected. I 
said in my comments that transport projects 
not only create opportunities for shippers or 
additional opportunities to generate revenue 
for transit countries, they also make countries 
interdependent. Any transit country should 
have good relations with its neighbors, 
otherwise this transit simply will not take 
place. As for Azerbaijan, we have long been 
investing both in creating a modern transport R
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infrastructure proper and in creating an atmosphere of trust in our region. I think that through 
the joint efforts of partner countries we have managed to create a unique format of cooperation, 
which serves to enhance the well-being of our peoples today and to strengthen security. I 
think that interdependence and complementarity are one of the factors of stability and 
security in international practice in general.

Azerbaijan has invested heavily in the transport infrastructure. We have put into operation 
the biggest trade port near Baku. Also, railways connect us with our three of our neighbors. 
Motor roads also contribute to an increase in freight traffi c. The geographical location, of 
course, depends on the geopolitical situation – it can be with a plus or a minus sign. I think 
the task of every government is to transform its geography into a positive factor. I think we 
have succeeded in doing that. Azerbaijan is an active participant in the “One Belt, One Way” 
project and was the only country of the South Caucasus to participate in a conference in 
Beijing this April. We are also an important partner of the North-South project. Azerbaijan 
is the only country that participates both in the East-West and North-South corridors. Today 
I said that we are also glad that the North-West corridor has already been launched. Thus, 
these projects will naturally contribute to regional security.

Regarding the second part of your question as to how the relations between Russia and 
Azerbaijan contribute to security, I think that suffi ce it to look at our region to see that in a 
stormy sea of clashes, chaos, civil wars, confl icts, religious extremism, Russia and Azerbaijan 
are countries with a stable public and political situation, countries that interact, including the 
areas of fi ght against international terrorism and extremism. Both Russia and Azerbaijan 
are Caucasian countries. Naturally, the Caucasus unites us. We are united by the Caspian. I 
should note that the signing of the Convention on the Regulation of the Legal Status of the 
Caspian Sea in Aktau in August last year played a major role in strengthening security and 
cooperation. Thus, Russian-Azerbaijani relations have long gone beyond the bilateral format 
and are now an important factor of stability in our region.
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President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev 
attended an informal meeting of the heads of state with 

the participants of the 16th Annual Meeting of the 
Valdai International Discussion Club

3 October 2019, Sochi

On 3rd October 2019 an informal meeting of the heads of state with the participants of the 16th 
Annual Meeting of the Valdai International Discussion Club held in Sochi.

Russian President Vladimir Putin, Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev and Azerbaijani 
President Ilham Aliyev addressed the meeting.

President Vladimir Putin said:

- Dear friends, ladies and gentlemen, colleagues.

Let me once again greet you all in an informal 
setting. I want to thank you for the fact that 
for many years you have been taking interest 
in this event, which, in my opinion, has really 
acquired a good and sustainable format and 
enjoys well-deserved respect among specialists 
– in fact, not only among specialists but one 

might say that with the general public as well.

It seems to me that even a certain team has been shaped over the years. It is multinational 
and in a good sense of the word diverse, as people say – but this is still some kind of a team.

I want to say special words of gratitude to my colleagues: already absent here but, nevertheless, 
he knows the words of gratitude he heard – to the King of Jordan, President Duterte and the 
presidents of Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan present here. I would gladly give them the fl oor so 
that they too could greet you all.

Speaking next was President of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev:

- Dear ladies and gentlemen.

Sitting on the podium today, I saw a lot of familiar faces, and, taking this opportunity, I 
would like to wish you good health, success and prosperity. Let me repeat the words of 
gratitude to the President of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin, whom I 
treat with great and sincere respect, for the invitation to take part in the Valdai Forum.

This forum is known far beyond the borders of Russia. This is an authoritative discussion 
platform. Today’s meeting, in my opinion, worked out well. It was successful, and, of 
course, the tone of the discussion was set by Vladimir Vladimirovich, who was mainly R
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asked questions. But we too, to the best of our ability, have contributed. I believe that such 
discussions should be continued because they are very useful for understanding what is 
happening in the modern world. Thank you!

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev said:

- I would also like to express my gratitude to 
Vladimir Vladimirovich for the invitation – it is a 
great honor to participate in the Valdai Forum.

I have already said that the forum is one of the most 
important international platforms for discussing 
pressing issues. Today’s discussion was dedicated to 
the East, but, of course, we went beyond the scope of 
this topic, and I really think it turned out to be a very 
interesting and frank discussion today, as all panel 
members could freely express their opinion. And, as 
you noticed, in many respects our opinions coincided.

I think that today’s panel was a panel of partners, friends and like-minded people. Special 
thanks to Vladimir Vladimirovich for his contribution to the panel today – he had to do most 
of the work. We also helped as much as we could. Thank you again! I wish you all the best!

By the way, I would like to mention that I saw a lot of old friends in the audience, including 
MGIMO graduates. Vladimir Vladimirovich, you can make a wish - you are standing 
between two graduates of MGIMO.

President Vladimir Putin: My wish is for the results of our work to bring tangible benefi ts 
to real politics, so that our discussions help to better understand the positions of various 
countries in their approaches to solving the most important problems, and we are all interested 
in solving them.

Let me wish you success on this path. Thank you for your attention!

R
Ə

SM
İ X

R
O

N
İK

A 
- O

FF
IC

IA
L 

C
H

R
O

N
IC

LE
 - 
О
Ф
И
Ц
И
А
ЛЬ

Н
А
Я

 Х
РО

Н
И
КА

RƏSMİ XRONİKA - OFFICIAL CHRONICLE - ОФИЦИАЛЬНАЯ ХРОНИКА



11AZƏRBAYCAN  RESPUBLİKASI  XARİCİ   İŞLƏR  NAZİRLİYİNİN  JURNALI  53 /  2019

Jo
ur

na
l o

f t
he

 M
in

is
tr

y 
of

 F
or

ei
gn

 A
ff a

ir
s 

of
 th

e 
Re

pu
bl

ic
 o

f  
A

ze
rb

ai
ja

n 
 5

3 
/ 2

01
9

WORKING VISIT TO TURKMENISTAN

10 – 11 October 2019

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
attended a limited format session of the Council of the CIS Heads of State

11 October 2019, Ashgabat

Speech by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev

Dear Heads of State!

I want to thank President Berdimuhamedov  
for the warm welcome and hospitality.

We had a meeting yesterday, which once again 
confi rmed the brotherly nature of relations 
between Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan. I also 
warmly recall my last year’s offi cial visit to 
Turkmenistan, during which a very extensive 

exchange of views was held on pressing issues and a record number of documents were 
signed – namely 21 documents that fi lled our relations with new content. I would also 
like to note the personal role of the President of Turkmenistan in the development of the 
country, as well as the improvement of Ashgabat. I come here quite often and see dramatic 
changes, rapid development and modern infrastructure. Last time, I was familiarized with 
an Olympic township. All this pleases the eye and creates very good opportunities for your 
people to do sports and actively contribute to the development of the country. The large scale 
of construction is also quite astonishing. I am aware that the President personally monitors 
every project, this is why the city is blooming and there is a unique ensemble of urban 
development.

One of the issues on the agenda of today’s summit is the appeal of the heads of state to the 
peoples of Commonwealth countries and the world community in connection with the 75th 
anniversary of victory in World War II. Both on the frontline of this most destructive and 
bloody war and in its rear, our peoples displayed true heroism and courage, which still serve 
as an example for future generations. Azerbaijan has made a worthy contribution to our 
common victory over fascism. More than 600,000 sons and daughters of Azerbaijan fought 
on the fronts of World War II and half of them lost their lives for our common victory. In 
recognition of the courage shown during the years of war, more than 130 representatives of 
Azerbaijan were awarded the title of Hero of the Soviet Union. Over 170,000 of our soldiers 
and offi cers were awarded various orders and medals. Azerbaijan provided the whole country 
with fuel. Azerbaijan accounted for more than 70 percent of oil, 80 percent of gasoline and 
90 percent of motor oils so necessary for the front. Without this, the Soviet army could R
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not have defeated the enemy. There is famous military footage when Hitler is presented 
with a cake, and on this cake there is a depression fi lled with melted black chocolate and 
the names of the Caspian Sea and Baku written on it in German. Hitler is shown scooping 
chocolate with a spoon, pouring it over the cake and then placing a swastika-shaped piece 
of chocolate over Baku. This underlines Nazi plans to seize the oil fi elds of Azerbaijan, as 
well as their plans, as we all know, to seize the oil fi elds of the North Caucasus. And if the 
Nazis had managed to capture Baku, the Soviet army would have been left without the fuel 
so necessary for the victory, while the city of Baku would have been blown up because in 
the event of this emergency scenario the Soviet government had mined all the oil wells so 
that they did not go to the enemy. Therefore, there would have been probably hundreds of 
thousands of victims.

Representatives of Azerbaijani science have also made a signifi cant contribution to our 
common victory. Thus, great Azerbaijani scientist Yusif Mammadaliyev invented the 
incendiary mixture which subsequently became known as the Molotov cocktail. Few people 
know this but it is true. Day and night, the factories of Baku produced the famous Katyusha 
and other weapons, which became a nightmare for the enemy. Azerbaijan sacredly honors 
the memory of those killed in the war and shows great concern for war veterans. In the years 
of the puppet, corrupt, anti-national and shameful regime of the Popular Front in 1992-1993, 
the date of 9 May ceased to be a holiday, and our war veterans were humiliated and insulted. 
One of the fi rst decisions Heydar Aliyev made after taking up leadership in Azerbaijan was 
to declare 9 May Victory Day. This remarkable date has been a national holiday and a day 
off ever since.

We, the heads of state, have repeatedly opposed 
the glorifi cation of the Nazis. Unfortunately, 
this is happening in the CIS, in particular in 
Armenia, where former authorities erected a 
monument to fascist executioner and traitor 
Garegin Ter-Harutyunyan, who served German 
fascists under the nickname of Garegin Nzhdeh, 
in the center of Yerevan. Many war veterans 
from CIS countries have repeatedly expressed 
vehement protest at this cynical step of the 

previous leadership of Armenia. In May 2019, the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued 
a report “On the situation with the glorifi cation of Nazism, the spread of neo-Nazism and 
other practices that contribute to the escalation of modern forms of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance”, which states that “the former ruling 
Republican party of Armenia took steps to perpetuate the memory of such an ambiguous 
nationalist politician as Garegin Nzhdeh, for whom there is information on his collaboration 
with the Third Reich.” This is the position of the Russian Foreign Ministry. The article 
headlined “The Activities of Military Counterintelligence in the Final Period of the War” in 
Volume 6, “Secret War, Intelligence and Counterintelligence during the Great Patriotic War”, 
of a 12-volume encyclopedia “The Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945”, published by the 
main editorial board of the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation chaired by Defense 
Minister Sergey Shoigu, says: “As part of an intelligence fi le for Obergrupp 114 Dromedar, R
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counterintelligence agents have identifi ed and arrested the former general of the Dashnak 
army and emigrant Ter-Harutyunyan, who served the Germans under the nickname of 
Nzhdeh. During the Great Patriotic War, he recruited more than 30 agents of Armenian 
nationality in Bulgaria, participated in their training and transfer to the rear of the Red Army 
for acts of sabotage. SMERSH detained 17 saboteurs and put the others on the wanted list. 
Nzhdeh also participated in the Holocaust of the Jewish population of Europe. In 1942, he 
organized the Armenian Legion who fought against the Soviet Union. In fact, Nzhdeh’s main 
slogan was “He who dies for Germany dies for Armenia”. No comment! Nzhdeh was arrested 
and ended his days in a Vladimir prison. And a monument almost 6 meters high was erected 
to this traitor and executioner in the center of the Armenian capital in 2016. Unfortunately, 
the new government of Armenia did not dismantle this monument. I believe that there is no 
place for the glorifi cation of fascism in the CIS. Thank you!

Х Х Х

The Prime Minister of Armenia, Nikol Pashinyan, made an unsuccessful attempt to answer 
the reasoned arguments made in the speech of the President of Azerbaijan. He said:

- It appears from the speech of Ilham Heydarovich that Hitler had only a secondary role in 
this war and Garegin Nzhdeh was the leader of the Nazi movement. The truth is that Garegin 
Nzhdeh fought against the Turkish occupation of Armenia, fought against the Armenian 
genocide which was organized by the Turks, and the reality is that Garegin Nzhdeh, in 
fact alongside very many Russian offi cers, led a very important section of the front during 
Armenian-Turkish war in 1918. I want to emphasize again that it is highly important that we 
know an objective assessment of history. It is said that Garegin Nzhdeh died in a Vladimir 
prison. Many Soviet leaders died in Vladimir prisons. Solzhenitsyn was in the Gulag. Do we 
consider all who were convicted during the period from 1937 to 1950 to be enemies of the 
people? If so, many prominent fi gures were convicted and ended their days in prison. But 
this does not mean that we should take this as a fact. I consider it inappropriate to use this 
format to distort history and introduce tensions to the atmosphere of this rather important 
meeting. I believe that the words of the President of Azerbaijan are disrespectful, fi rst of all, 
to the Armenian people. I consider this also to be disrespectful to the heads of state and the 
peoples they represent here. Dear colleagues, I apologize for this tension, but you saw that 
I didn’t initiate it.

The speech by the Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol Pashinyan was supposed to be followed 
by that of President of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko. President Ilham Aliyev, asking 
permission from the President of Belarus, responded to the words made by Nikol Pashinyan 
with specifi c facts. President Ilham Aliyev said:

- I am compelled to make a comment because the Prime Minister of Armenia has talked about 
me, while I did not talk about the Prime Minister of Armenia and especially the Armenian 
people in my speech. I believe that the Armenian people, who, like the other peoples of 
the Soviet Union, have made a great contribution to our common victory, must fi rst of all 
clear themselves of this stain that was applied to the country by its previous leadership. 
If the Prime Minister listened to me carefully, he probably got it too. I also think that it R
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is completely unacceptable to compare the prisoners of the Gulag and other camps that 
were subjected to repression with Nazi accomplices and criminals. I backed up my speech 
with quotes for a reason: they can be found in libraries and on the Internet. A May 2019 
quote from the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and a quote from a 12-volume edition 
by Russian Defense Minister Shoigu clearly state what kind of a fi gure he was. And also his 
own quote, disgusting as it may sound – I will repeat it again, “He who dies for Germany 
dies for Armenia”. This was said during the years of World War II. Therefore, I believe 
that, fi rst of all, the new government, which introduces itself as democratically elected one, 
should get rid of this stain, of this shame, and dismantle this monument. As for the fact that 
I have shown disrespect for the heads of state, I think our meeting has probably never heard 
a more absurd thesis. Thank you!
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WORKING VISIT TO THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY

30 November 2019

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
attended an opening ceremony of the Europe link of the TANAP gas pipeline

30 November 2019, Edirne

Speech by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev

Dear President of the Republic of Turkey, my dear brother Recep Tayyip Erdogan!
Dear Heads of State and Government!
Dear friends!

First of all, I want to express my deep 
appreciation to my brother Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan for the invitation to this historic 
ceremony and for this hospitality. I am very 
glad to be on fraternal Turkish soil again.

It is a historic day today. TANAP, the foundation 
of which we laid four years ago, reached 
the border with Europe today. I sincerely 
congratulate all of us on this occasion. I am 

sure that the life of TANAP will be long, it will bring benefi ts and progress to the people of 
Turkey and Azerbaijan, and to neighboring nations.

Four years ago, together with my dear brother President Erdogan, we laid the foundation 
of TANAP in Kars. However, the road leading to TANAP began back in 2012. Thanks to 
the historic Istanbul Agreement, the TANAP project was given the green light. The historic 
Istanbul Agreement was made possible thanks to the joint political will of Turkey and 
Azerbaijan because before the adoption of this decision on TANAP major arguments and 
discussions related to the transportation of Azerbaijani gas to Turkey and from there to 
Europe had lasted for several years but did not produce any results. Then, together with my 
dear brother Recep Tayyip Erdogan, we decided to implement the giant project we needed 
on our own. And it happened. BP, which has now joined this project, is our partner. However, 
the main technical and fi nancial burden was assumed by Azerbaijan and Turkey.

The joint work done before TANAP had opened the way for it because if the Baku-Tbilisi-
Ceyhan oil pipeline had not been commissioned in 2006, it would hardly be possible to 
talk about TANAP today. The leader of the modern Azerbaijani state, Heydar Aliyev, laid 
the foundation for the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline with his own hands, and in 2006, 
together with my dear brother President Erdogan, the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline was R
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commissioned in Ceyhan. To date, more than 450 million tons of oil from Azerbaijan and 
other countries have been transported to the Turkish and world markets via the Baku-Tbilisi-
Ceyhan pipeline. Most of this, more than 400 million tons, is Azerbaijani oil, 27 million tons 
is Turkmen oil, 12 million tons is Kazakh oil and 7 million tons is Russian oil. In a word, 
Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan has become an excellent infrastructure project not only for Azerbaijani 
oil, but also for other countries, and it is successfully functioning today. In 2007, my dear 
brother and I opened the Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum gas pipeline, and this was another project 
that paved the way for TANAP. As I have already noted, the construction of TANAP began in 
Kars in 2015. I would like to take this opportunity to express my deep gratitude to everyone 
who took part in this construction. Their dedication and professionalism have played a huge 
role in the timely commissioning of this giant project.

TANAP is a part of the Southern Gas Corridor. The Southern Gas Corridor is a gigantic 
$38 billion infrastructure project consisting of four projects. Three of them – Shah Deniz 
and the South Caucasus Pipeline – have been commissioned, and TANAP is being fully 
commissioned today. The implementation of the fourth project, TAP, already exceeds 90 
percent. I am sure that TAP will also be put into operation in a timely manner. Thus, one 
of the largest infrastructure projects in Eurasia, the Southern Gas Corridor, will be put into 
operation in a timely manner.

I should note that the implementation of these projects is the result of the joint political will of 
Turkey and Azerbaijan. At the same time, we have implemented them with the participation 
of other countries and with the fi nancial support of private companies. Today, the Southern 
Gas Corridor links seven countries – it is already a project of international cooperation. 
This project will create bridges between countries and pave the way for even greater mutual 
understanding. The seven countries participating in this project – three of them are members 
of the European Union – will work together for many years and benefi t from it. In other 
words, this project leads to cooperation, stability, long-term mutual understanding, and it 
would be wrong to view these projects simply as energy projects. I should also note that 
our energy projects have opened the way for other projects. Two years ago, my dear brother 
President Erdogan and I opened the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway in Baku. At present, this 
railway transports cargoes of Azerbaijan, Central Asian countries, Afghanistan and China. 
The Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway connects continents. Just like our pipelines do. Another 
project is related to the transmission of electricity. Azerbaijan is already exporting electricity 
to Georgia and Turkey. If there were no energy projects, if there were no stability, mutual 
support and mutual understanding in our region, then none of these projects could be 
implemented.

The Turkish-Azerbaijani friendship and brotherhood are getting stronger every day. I do not 
know of any other countries in the world that would be as close to each other as Turkey and 
Azerbaijan. The trade between us is growing. In nine months of this year, trade has increased 
by more than 40 percent to reach $3.4 billion. Mutual investments testify to our brotherhood 
and also show that we rely on each other. We support each other’s economies. To date, 
Turkey has invested more than $12 billion in the economy of Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan has 
invested $17.5 billion in Turkey. These investments improve the well-being of our peoples.
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At the same time, Turkey is an open country and a very favorable place for foreign investment 
today. Thanks to the leadership of my dear brother President Erdogan, Turkey has made 
great strides both in the economic and political spheres. We remember the old days quite 
well. At that time, Turkey could not get rid of its debt to the International Monetary Fund and 
other fi nancial organizations, depended on them. Economic dependence can, perforce, lead 
to political dependence. It is thanks to the thoughtful economic policy pursued by President 
Erdogan that Turkey managed to get rid of this dependence and now has its say as a powerful 
economy in the world. Today, Turkey is a power house on a global scale. The authority 
of Turkey is growing not only in its region but throughout the world. Its capabilities are 
expanding, everyone should know this and no-one should forget who this fraternal country 
owes this to.

Quite a few books have been written about the role of leaders in history, scientifi c works 
have been created, there are various opinions and theories. All of them are viable. But history 
shows that the role of a leader in many cases is crucial – this is undeniable. Today, powerful 
Turkey and its leader personify development and stability and allow it the opportunity to 
look to the future with optimism. We are pleased with this because the strength of Turkey 
means our own strength, the success of Turkey is our own success. We will continue to 
walk shoulder to shoulder as two fraternal countries. All horizons are open before us. The 
giant projects implemented testify to our strength and increase our power. Economic power 
eventually transforms into political power.

TANAP and the Southern Gas Corridor are also about energy security. Today, energy security 
is spoken about on a global scale. This issue has entered the world agenda. I believe that an 
excellent format for cooperation has been created here. Azerbaijan as a producing country, 
transit countries and consumer countries work together. We have the same interests and the 
income is distributed fairly. I want to say again: all these projects strengthen stability.

I am sure that all of the joint projects we will implement afterwards will be as successful 
as TANAP, Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan, Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum, Baku-Tbilisi-Kars. Turkey and 
Azerbaijan will confi dently march into the future.

Long live Turkish-Azerbaijani friendship and brotherhood!
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WORKING VISIT TO THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

20 December 2019

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
attended an informal meeting of the CIS heads of state

20 December 2019, Saint Petersburg

On December 20, 2019 President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev 
attended an informal meeting of the CIS 
heads of state held in the city of St. 
Petersburg, Russia.

During the event Russian President Vladimir 
Putin welcomed President Ilham Aliyev.

President Vladimir Putin addressed the 
event.

President Ilham Aliyev and other meeting participants viewed the historical documentary 
exhibition called “1939. The beginning of World War II”.
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MEETINGS OF THE PRESIDENT

03.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with President of the Russian Federation 
Vladimir Putin

07.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received Secretary General of the Cooperation 
Council of Turkic-Speaking States Baghdad Amreyev

09.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by President of the Council 
of States of the Swiss Confederation Jean-René Fournier

09.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received Prime Minister of Georgia Giorgi Gakharia

09.10.2019  President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Chairman of the 
Committee  on  CIS  Affairs,  Eurasian  Integration  and  Relations  
with Compatriots  at  the  State  Duma  of  the  Russian  Federation  
Leonid  Kalashnikov

10.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Minister of National 
Education of the Republic of Turkey Ziya Selçuk

10.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Federal Minister for 
Transport, Innovation and Technology of Austria Andreas Reichhardt

10.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with President of Turkmenistan 
Gurbangulu  Berdimuhamedov

10.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with President of the Republic of Moldova 
Igor Dodon

14.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev accepted credentials of the newly appointed 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic 
of  Kazakhstan  Serzhan  Abdikarimov

14.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with President of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev

14.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with President of the Republic of Turkey 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan

14.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with President of the Kyrgyz Republic 
Sooronbai Jeenbekov

14.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with Prime Minister of Hungary Viktor Orban
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14.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with First President of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan-Elbasy, Honorary President of the Cooperation Council of 
Turkic-speaking States Nursultan Nazarbayev

16.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Speaker of the National 
Assembly of the Republic of Korea Moon Hee-sang

17.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairs Stephane 
Visconti of France, Igor Popov of Russia, Andrew Schofer of the US, as 
well as Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Offi ce Andrzej 
Kasprzyk

18.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received former President of the Republic of Latvia 
Raimonds Vejonis

23.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran Mohammad Javad Zarif

23.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs of the United Arab Emirates Anwar Gargash

24.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Vice President of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam Dang Thi Ngoc Thinh

24.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by President of the Presidium 
of the Supreme People’s Assembly of the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea Choe Ryong Hae

24.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Chairman of the State 
Council of the Sultanate of Oman Yahya bin Mahfoudh al-Mantheri

24.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with President of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Hassan Rouhani

24.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with President of the Republic of Cuba 
Miguel Diaz-Canel

25.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with President of Turkmenistan Gurbangulu 
Berdimuhamedov

25.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with President of the Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela Nicolas Maduro

25.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with President of the Republic of Djibouti 
Ismail Omar Guelleh
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26.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with President of the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan Mohammad Ashraf Ghani

26.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with President of the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Algeria Abdelkader Bensalah

26.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with Chairman of the Presidency of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina Milorad Dodik

26.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
Arif Alvi

26.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with His Majesty King Mswati III of eSwatini

26.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with Chairman of the Sovereign Council of the 
Republic of Sudan Abdel Fattah Abdelrahman al-Burhan

26.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received Prime Minister of Malaysia 
Mahathir bin Mohamad

26.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received Prime Minister of Libya Fayez al-Sarraj

26.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received Prime Minister of the People`s Republic of 
Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina

26.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received President of the United Nations General 
Assembly Tijjani Muhammad-Bande

26.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received Under-Secretary-General for Political and 
Peacebuilding Affairs of the United Nations Rosemary DiCarlo

29.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by the UK Prime Minister’s 
Trade Envoy to Azerbaijan Baroness Emma Nicholson

30.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received participants of the meeting of the CIS 
Council of Defense Ministers

30.10.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by EU Special 
Representative for the South Caucasus and the crisis in Georgia Toivo Klaar

12.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Minister of Economy of 
the United Arab Emirates Sultan bin Saeed Al Mansouri

13.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received Deputy Chairman of the Council of 
the Federation of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation Ilyas 
Umakhanov, Chairman of the Federation Council Committee on Federal R
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Structure, Regional Policy, Local Government and Northern Affairs of the 
Russian Federation Sergey Melikov, Chairman of the People’s Assembly of 
Dagestan Khizri Shikhsaidov and Advisor to the Chairman of the People’s 
Assembly of Dagestan Magomed Kurbanov

13.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Head of Culture and 
Islamic Communications organization of the Islamic Republic of Iran Abuzar 
Ebrahimi Turkaman

13.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by First Deputy Speaker 
of the House of Representatives of the Arab Republic of Egypt Al Sayed 
Mahmoud Al Sherif

13.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received Executive Vice Chairman of the Conference 
of Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations Malcolm Hoenlein

14.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by President of the World 
Ethnosport Confederation Bilal Erdogan

14.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia

14.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by head of the Karachay-
Cherkessia Republic of the Russian Federation Rashid Temrezov

15.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation of a group of Muslim religious 
fi gures of the North Caucasus republics of the Russian Federation

15.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received the Sephardic Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem 
Shlomo Amar

15.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received the Secretary General of King Abdullah bin 
Abdul Aziz International Center for Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue 
(KAICIID) Faisal bin Abdulrahman bin Muaammar

15.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received co-founder and dean of Simon Wiesenthal 
Center, Jewish religious fi gure Rabbi Abraham Cooper and President of 
United States Congress of Christian Leaders, evangelical public relations 
executive Johnnie Moore

18.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev accepted credentials of the newly appointed 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the State of Qatar Faisal 
bin Abdullah Hamad Abdullah Al Henzab

18.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev accepted credentials of the newly appointed 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan Sami Abdullah GhoshehR
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21.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Minister of Interior of 
the Republic of Bulgaria Mladen Marinov

26.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Chairman of the NATO 
Military Committee Sir Stuart Peach

26.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Chief of the General 
Staff of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation Valery Gerasimov

28.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Minister of Foreign and 
European Affairs of the Slovak Republic Miroslav Lajčák

30.11.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with President of the Republic of Turkey 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan

02.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Vice President and the 
Global Innovation Offi cer for CISCO Systems Guy Diedrich

02.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation Sergey Lavrov

03.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Minister of Transport 
and Infrastructure of the Republic of Turkey Mehmet Cahit Turhan

03.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Minister of Information 
and Communications Technology of the Islamic Republic of Iran Mohammad 
Javad Azari Jahromi

03.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received Secretary-General of the International 
Telecommunication Union Houlin Zhao

04.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Minister of Agriculture 
and Forestry of the Republic of Turkey Bekir Pakdemirli

09.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Minister of Economic 
Development of the Russian Federation, co-chair of the Azerbaijan-Russia 
Intergovernmental Commission on Economic Cooperation Maxim Oreshkin

10.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev met with King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Abdullah II ibn Al Hussein

11.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received Chief Executive Offi cer of BP Robert Dudley

11.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Commissioner of 
Statistics Republic of Korea Kang Shin-Wook
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13.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Governor of the Astrakhan 
region of the Russian Federation Igor Babushkin

17.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received Chairman of the Jogorku Kenesh, Parliament 
of the Kyrgyz Republic, Dastanbek Djumabekov

17.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received Chairperson of the Senate of the Uzbek Oliy 
Majlis Tanzila Narbayeva

18.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Speaker of the Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey Mustafa Sentop

18.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Chairman of the Mazhilis 
of the Parliament of Kazakhstan Nurlan Nigmatulin

24.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Minister of Economic 
Development of the Russian Federation, co-chair of the Azerbaijan-Russia 
Intergovernmental Commission on Economic Cooperation Maxim Oreshkin

24.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received President of the World Ethnosport 
Confederation Bilal Erdogan

25.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev accepted credentials of the newly appointed 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the State of Israel George 
Deek

25.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev accepted credentials of the newly appointed 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Algeria Salima Abdelhak

25.12.2019 President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation led by Minister of Trade of the 
Republic of Turkey Ruhsar Pekcan
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President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
attended the 7th Summit of the Cooperation Council of the Turkic-Speaking States

15 October 2019, Baku

Opening Speech by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev

Dear Nursultan Abishevich,
Dear Heads of State and Government,
Ladies and Gentlemen!
My warm greetings to all of you – Welcome to Azerbaijan!

I would like to express my gratitude to President 
of the Kyrgyz Republic Sooronbai Sharipovich 
Jeenbekov for the successful chairmanship in 
the Cooperation Council of Turkic-Speaking 
States in the previous period. The fi rst President 
of Kazakhstan, our elder Nursultan Abishevich 
Nazarbayev, is taking part in the seventh 
Summit of the Cooperation Council of Turkic-
Speaking States in the status of an Honorary 
President of the Turkic Council. On the 

initiative of my dear brother Recep Tayyip Erdogan and by a joint decision of the presidents 
of member-countries of the Turkic Council, distinguished Nursultan Abishevich has been 
awarded the title of Honorary President. Nursultan Nazarbayev has contributed a great deal 
to the development of ties in the Turkic world and to the emergence of the Cooperation 
Council of Turkic-Speaking States.

I sincerely congratulate the Republic of Uzbekistan on joining the Turkic Council. I want to 
express my gratitude to the distinguished Shavkat Miromonovich Mirziyoyev for this wise 
decision. This decision of Uzbekistan will serve to further strengthen the unity and solidarity 
in the Turkic world and deepen our cooperation.

The expansion of cooperation between Hungary and the Turkic Council is also encouraging. 
I want to emphasize the personal role of the Prime Minister of Hungary, Mr. Viktor Orban, in 
this. Last month, a representative offi ce of the Turkic Council started to operate in Budapest. 
I do hope that this offi ce will give an impetus to the development of relations with European 
countries and regional organizations.

Closing Speech by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev

Dear colleagues!

Having taken over chairmanship in the Turkic Council from Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan will 
make every effort in the coming period to strengthen the friendship and cooperation among R
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our countries. The common roots that connect us, our history, culture and national values 
are an important basis for mutually benefi cial activities. The development of cooperation 
between Turkic-Speaking States is one of the priority areas of Azerbaijan’s foreign policy.

The Seventh Summit of the Turkic Council coincides with the 10th anniversary of the signing 
of the Nakhchivan agreement. The summit of the heads of state held in the ancient Azerbaijani 
city of Nakhchivan in October 2009 set up a new institutional format for cooperation among 
our countries. Zangezur is located between the main part of Azerbaijan and the Nakhchivan 
region. The withdrawal of Zangezur from the rest of Azerbaijan and its accession to Armenia 
divided the great Turkic world geographically. However, thanks to the decisions we made in 
Nakhchivan and our joint work, we have further strengthened the unity of the Turkic world 
and will continue our brotherhood. In this sense, the decision to set up the Turkic Council 
during the summit held in Nakhchivan is also of tremendous signifi cance for the Turkic 
world.

Over the past 10 years, the Cooperation Council 
of Turkic-Speaking States as an organization 
has come a long way in development. The 
Council plays an important role in the 
development of cooperation among our 
countries in the political, economic, transport, 
humanitarian spheres, in the fi elds of tourism, 
information and communication technologies, 
etc. The relations of the Turkic Council with 
infl uential international organizations are 

expanding. Currently, fruitful cooperation is being maintained with such entities as the 
United Nations, the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, the OSCE, the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation. TURKSOY, the Fund for Turkic Culture and Heritage, the Turkic 
Academy. This plays an important part in studying our rich cultural heritage and promoting 
our material and cultural values in the world.

By my executive order, 2019 was declared a “Year of Nasimi” in Azerbaijan. Another 
Nasimi festival has recently been completed. It is gratifying that TURKSOY has declared 
2019 a Year of Nasimi to commemorate the 650th anniversary of brilliant Azerbaijani poet 
Imadaddin Nasimi.

The Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic-Speaking Countries works successfully and 
cooperates with a number of inter-parliamentary organizations. Cooperation in such fi elds as 
culture, science, education, tourism, youth and sports serves to further deepen the friendly 
and fraternal ties between our peoples.

Our summits are traditionally dedicated to topics which cover various areas of cooperation. 
The theme of our current event, “Development of Small and Medium Enterprises”, is of great 
relevance. In 2017, the Agency for the Development of Small and Medium-sized Enterprise 
was established in Azerbaijan. The objective of this agency is to support the development 
of small and medium-sized enterprises. A strong class of entrepreneurs with broad business R
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opportunities has emerged in the country and abroad. To date, the Entrepreneurship 
Development Fund has provided 36,000 entrepreneurs with low-interest loans worth $1.4 
billion. In 2018, the private sector’s share in the gross domestic product of our country 
amounted to 85 percent.

Over the past 16 years, Azerbaijan’s economy has more than tripled. More than $270 billion 
has been invested in the country, half of which is foreign. Azerbaijan is a state with a small 
external debt. Azerbaijan’s external debt accounts for only 17 percent of the gross domestic 
product. According to this indicator, we are in ninth place in the world.

The reforms carried out in the economic sphere are also approved by international 
organizations. The World Bank’s Doing Business report ranks Azerbaijan among top 20 
most reforming countries. Azerbaijan is currently one of biggest investors in the Turkish 
economy. Thus, Azerbaijan’s investment in the Turkish economy is $15 billion and Turkey’s 
investment in the Azerbaijani economy is $12 billion.

The transport cooperation among our countries, historically located on the ancient Silk Road, 
is one of the important directions, of course. Azerbaijan is an active participant in the East-
West transport corridor. The Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway, commissioned in October 2017, is 
our joint contribution to the restoration of the historic Silk Road. The cargo handling capacity 
of the Baku International Sea Port is 15 million tons of cargo and 100,000 containers. If 
necessary, the cargo handling capacity of the port can be increased to 25 million tons and 1 
million containers. Azerbaijan as a reliable transit country continues its efforts to facilitate 
the access of Turkic-speaking countries to world markets. In 2018, 8 million tons of cargo 
was transported from Turkic-speaking countries through Azerbaijan.

We attach great importance to cooperation in the energy sector. Azerbaijan offers its 
opportunities in this area too. A portion of the energy resources of our partners from Central 
Asia is transported to world markets via Azerbaijan.

We must intensify our efforts to attract foreign tourists to our countries and encourage the 
fl ow of tourists among our countries. In the nine months of 2019, a total of 2,400,000 tourists 
visited Azerbaijan, of which 330,000 were people from Turkic-speaking countries. In the 
same period of 2018, this fi gure was 285,000.

Cooperation among our countries in the fi eld of security is also expanding. Last month, 
the 22nd meeting of the Conference of Secret Services of Turkic-Speaking States was held 
in Baku. Cooperation in this area is important from the point of view of strengthening the 
security of our countries and ensuring regional stability.

As you know, there is no progress in the settlement of Azerbaijan’s most painful problem, the 
Armenian-Azerbaijani Nagorno-Karabakh confl ict, because of Armenia’s destructive policy. 
For about 30 years, Armenia, fl agrantly violating the norms and principles of international 
law, has continued its aggressive policy against Azerbaijan. A policy of ethnic cleansing 
has been carried out in the occupied territories, more than a million of our compatriots 
have found themselves in the position of refugees and internally displaced persons. In these R
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territories, the historical and cultural heritage belonging to the Azerbaijani people, Islamic 
monuments and mosques have been destroyed and razed to the ground.

Armenia is trying to establish close cooperation with Muslim countries. However, having 
destroyed mosques sacred to Muslims around the world, Armenia cannot be a friend of 
Muslim countries. This vandalism against our religion shows the Islamophobic essence of 
Armenia.

Four resolutions of the UN Security Council have been adopted in relation to the confl ict, 
and they contain an unequivocal demand for an unconditional and complete withdrawal of 
occupying forces from Azerbaijani lands. Similar decisions and resolutions have been adopted 
by the Non-Aligned Movement, the OSCE, the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, NATO, 
the European Parliament, the Council of Europe and other organizations. Armenia ignores 
the requirements of these resolutions and decrees and evades fulfi llment of its international 
obligations.

Nagorno-Karabakh is historical and original Azerbaijani land. It is an integral part of 
Azerbaijan. The confl ict must be resolved within the framework of the territorial integrity 
of Azerbaijan in accordance with the norms and principles of international law. The fi nal 
statements of the summits of the Cooperation Council of Turkic-Speaking States also 
constantly express support for the territorial integrity, sovereignty and inviolability of state 
borders. Taking this opportunity, I want to thank our partners who support a fair settlement of 
the Nagorno-Karabakh confl ict within the framework of the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan.

From today, Azerbaijan takes over chairmanship of the Turkic Council. Let me assure you 
that during chairmanship in the organization, Azerbaijan will continue its efforts to further 
deepen cooperation among our countries both at bilateral and multilateral levels.

Thank you!
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President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
attended the 18th Summit of Heads of State and Government of 

the Non-Aligned Movement

25 October 2019, Baku

Speech by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev

Dear heads of state and government!
Dear guests, ladies and gentlemen!

I sincerely greet the participants of the 18th 
Summit of the Non-Aligned Movement and 
say “Welcome!” to you all.

I express my gratitude to the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela for its chairmanship of 
the Non-Aligned Movement in 2016-2019.

The Non-Aligned Movement serves to 
promote universal values and demonstrates a 

commitment to the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of all countries. The 
Non-Aligned Movement, which includes 120 countries, is the largest political institution 
after the UN General Assembly that represents states of the world.

In 2011, Azerbaijan was admitted to the Non-Aligned Movement. In the short time of 
participation in the Non-Aligned Movement, our country gained great authority by resolutely 
defending the norms and principles of international law.

The 17th Summit of the Heads of State and Government of the countries participating in 
the Movement held in 2016 adopted a unanimous decision to hold the next summit in Baku 
and assign Azerbaijan chairmanship in the 2019-2022 period. This is a testament of respect, 
confi dence and trust in our country. I regard this as support for our policy on the part of the 
Non-Aligned Movement, which unites the majority of the countries of the world, and want 
to express my gratitude to you for this decision again.

During chairmanship of the Non-Aligned Movement, Azerbaijan will build its priorities 
and activities on the historical Bandung principles. The Bandung principles, covering such 
concepts as respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity of all countries, non-interference 
in the internal affairs of states, protection of mutual interests and promotion of cooperation, 
coincide with the fundamental principles of Azerbaijan’s foreign policy.

We have to step up efforts to ensure universal respect for the norms and principles of 
international law. In this context, there is a great need for reforms in the UN. Violent change 
of borders, violation of the territorial integrity of countries with the use of force, interference R
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in internal affairs are unacceptable.

During its chairmanship of the Non-Aligned Movement, Azerbaijan will make effort 
to establish and develop a dialogue with other institutions, expanding the geography of 
cooperation. Most countries of the Non-Aligned Movement are developing countries, 
therefore, it is very important to develop economic cooperation within the framework of 
the Movement. In this sense, Azerbaijan’s accession to the Group of 77 last month makes it 
possible to step up efforts in the socioeconomic sphere on an international scale. Of particular 
importance is the assertion through joint efforts of the interests of participating states within 
the UN.

Special attention should be paid to the threats faced by the least developed, small and 
landlocked island states. Since 2005, Azerbaijan has provided humanitarian and technical 
assistance to more than 90 countries. The Azerbaijan Agency on Assistance for International 
Development implements projects in the fi eld of poverty reduction, development of science, 
culture, healthcare, information technology, rational use of water resources, grant programs 
and other fi elds in various countries.

Since 2018, Azerbaijan has been providing member-states of the Non-Aligned Movement 
with full scholarship for studies in higher educational institutions of our country. Today, 37 
young people from 31 participating states are benefi ting from this program.

Youth policy in Azerbaijan is defi ned as a priority area. Azerbaijani youth is brought up 
in a national spirit, in accordance with traditional values, in the spirit of attachment to the 
homeland and patriotism. This is why we took the initiative to host the Youth Summit for 
the fi rst time in the history of the Non-Aligned Movement. The Youth Summit, held on the 
eve of the current Summit, was joined by young people who arrived in our country from 40 
countries.

Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished guests!

The state independence of Azerbaijan is only 28 years old. A week ago, on 18 October, we 
celebrated the date of the restoration of our independence. Nagorno-Karabakh, which is 
historical land of Azerbaijan, as well as seven districts adjacent to it, or almost 20 percent 
of the internationally recognized territories of our country, have been under Armenian 
occupation for more than 25 years. Armenia has carried out a policy of ethnic cleansing 
against Azerbaijanis. As a result, more than a million Azerbaijanis found themselves in 
the position of refugees and internally displaced persons. At that time, the population of 
Azerbaijan was 8 million people, and our country was in one of the leading places in the 
world for the number of refugees and internally displaced persons per capita. Armenia has 
committed the Khojaly genocide against Azerbaijanis. As a result of the Khojaly genocide, 
613 innocent people, including 106 women and 63 children, were brutally murdered just 
because they were Azerbaijanis. More than a thousand people went missing.

The Khojaly genocide has been recognized by more than 10 countries of the world. The 
four resolutions adopted by the UN Security Council in 1993 contain a requirement for the R
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complete and unconditional withdrawal of Armenian troops from the territory of Azerbaijan. 
Unfortunately, these resolutions have not been implemented. Sometimes Security Council 
resolutions are implemented in a matter of days, but it also happens that they remain on 
paper for 26 years, as is the case with the confl ict Azerbaijan has faced.

There must be an end to this policy of double standards. The Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, the Cooperation Council of Turkic-Speaking States, the European Parliament, 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the OSCE and other authoritative 
organizations have adopted resolutions and decrees requiring the restoration of the territorial 
integrity of Azerbaijan. Taking this opportunity, I want to express my gratitude to the 
participating states for the support expressed in the documents the Non-Aligned Movement 
has adopted so far in relation to resolving the confl ict in accordance with UN Security 
Council resolutions and within the framework of the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan.

Armenia has destroyed all historical monuments, mosques and cemeteries in the occupied 
territories of Azerbaijan, plundered museums and our material and spiritual values. By 
deliberately trying to erase the Azerbaijani footprint in the occupied territories, Armenia 
is converting all place names to Armenian. Contrary to international humanitarian law, 
Armenia also pursues an illegal resettlement policy in the occupied territories and engages 
in illegal economic activities.

In April 2016, as a result of the military provocation committed by Armenia, six Azerbaijani 
civilians were killed, including a child, 26 were injured, hundreds of houses were destroyed. 
Karabakh is the original Azerbaijani land, and the confl ict should be resolved only within the 
framework of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Azerbaijan.

Azerbaijan pursues an independent foreign policy. Based on national interests and justice, 
this policy has helped us make many friends. A good example of this is the election of 
Azerbaijan in 2011 as a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council with the support 
of 155 states. During its membership in the Security Council, Azerbaijan made an important 
contribution to strengthening international peace and security, ensuring justice and becoming 
an active participant in international political processes.

Azerbaijan also contributes to international peacekeeping operations established on the basis 
of the mandate of the UN Security Council. Our country has regularly hosted meetings of the 
high military leadership of Russia-NATO and Russia-USA. There are about 200 countries in 
the world. The election of Azerbaijan by these countries for the above-mentioned meetings 
is an indicator of respect for our independent foreign policy.

Distinguished guests, the fi rst years of independence were very diffi cult for Azerbaijan. 
During the reign of the corrupt, cowardly and incompetent Popular Front of Azerbaijan, 
our country was exposed to great misfortunes. Civil war was instigated in Azerbaijan. Only 
the ascent of President Heydar Aliyev to power on the request of the Azerbaijani people in 
1993 saved our country from even greater tragedies. Azerbaijan embarked on the path of 
democratic and sustainable development. Stability and calm were established in the country.
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Azerbaijan is committed to such values as democracy, human rights and freedoms. This has 
deep historical roots. We are proud that the fi rst democratic republic in the Muslim East was 
established in Azerbaijan a hundred years ago, women were granted the right to vote. In fact, 
we beat most Western countries in this respect. Democratic development is Azerbaijan’s 
conscious choice. All fundamental human rights and freedoms, the rule of law and freedom 
of the press are guaranteed in Azerbaijan.

Over the past 15 years, the economy of Azerbaijan has developed rapidly and the gross 
domestic product more than tripled. Over $270 billion in investment has been made in 
Azerbaijan, half of which is foreign. Azerbaijan’s external debt accounts for only 17 percent 
of the gross domestic product. According to this indicator, we are in ninth place in the world. 
Poverty in Azerbaijan is at 5 percent. This year alone, the minimum wage and social benefi ts 
have doubled, the minimum pension has increased by 70 percent. A total of 68,000 families, 
or more than 280,000 people, receive targeted social assistance. Each family receives 
monthly social assistance equivalent to approximately $140. Over the past 15 years, more 
than 3,200 schools and more than 640 hospitals and medical facilities have been built or 
renovated in Azerbaijan. The literacy rate in Azerbaijan is close to 100 percent. More than 
300,000 internally displaced persons have been provided with free houses and apartments. A 
monthly equivalent of an average of $180 is paid to IDP families.

Azerbaijan’s successes are receiving recognition of the international community. The World 
Bank’s Doing Business report for 2020 ranks Azerbaijan among the world’s top 20 most 
reforming states. A report by the Davos World Economic Forum ranks Azerbaijan in 10th 
place for the long-term government strategy and fi fth in the world in terms of the leadership’s 
commitment to reform.

Azerbaijan is a space-faring state. We currently have three satellites – two are 
telecommunications and one is for surveying the surface of the Earth. Eighty percent of our 
population uses Internet.

Energy security is provided in Azerbaijan. Referring to the report of the Davos World 
Economic Forum again, I must say that Azerbaijan ranks second in the world in terms of 
access to availability. At the same time, Azerbaijan supplies energy to a number of countries. 
Azerbaijan, which plays the role of a bridge between the Asian and European continents, 
a country that has no access to the world ocean, has initiated and implemented a number 
of regional transport projects. As an active participant in the East-West and North-South 
transport corridor projects, we are currently working on other important projects – South-
West and North-West. Thus, Azerbaijan, as a reliable transit country, makes a valuable 
contribution to multilateral international cooperation.

Climate change is a global threat. Azerbaijan supports international efforts to combat its 
consequences. Azerbaijan has ratifi ed the Paris Agreement and set the goal of reducing by 
2030 the level of greenhouse gas emissions by 20 percent compared to the base year 1990. 
Azerbaijan uses only environmentally friendly gas and hydroelectric power stations to 
produce electricity.
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Azerbaijan has a rich tradition of tolerance and multiculturalism. Multiculturalism is a way 
of life for the Azerbaijani people. The Baku Process initiative we launched 11 years ago 
with the participation of member-countries of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation and 
the Council of Europe is also supported by the UN. UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres 
regarded the Baku Process as a front line for promoting a dialogue of cultures since 2008. 
Established as a logical continuation of the “Baku Process”, the World Forum on Intercultural 
Dialogue, held in our country every two years, has already been recognized by resolutions of 
the UN General Assembly as the main global platform for promoting intercultural dialogue.

Distinguished guests, I am sure that the upcoming discussions within the framework of the 
Summit will serve the realization of the goals on the agenda of the Non-Aligned Movement. 
During its chairmanship of the Movement, Azerbaijan will make consistent efforts to 
implement its priorities jointly with member-states.

I wish the Summit success and I want to say “Welcome!” to you again! Thank you for 
attention.
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President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
hosted an offi cial reception in honor of participants 
of the 18th Summit of the Non-Aligned Movement

25 October 2019, Baku

Speech by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev

Dear heads of state and government.
Dear guests.
Ladies and gentlemen.

Once again, I welcome all of you and say - “Welcome to Azerbaijan!”

The fi rst day of our Summit is drawing to a 
close. Tomorrow we will continue our work. I 
express gratitude to all participating states for 
the unanimous handover of chairmanship in the 
Movement to Azerbaijan for three years.

Azerbaijan will develop its priorities on 
historical Bandung principles. Our goal is to 
further enhance, together with the participating 
countries, the role and authority of the Non-

Aligned Movement in the system of international relations, to contribute to the strengthening 
of peace and security on the planet and to sustainable development and justice.

The Bandung principles, covering concepts such as respect for the sovereignty, territorial 
integrity of all countries, non-interference in the internal affairs of states, protection of mutual 
interests and promotion of cooperation, overlap with the foreign policy of Azerbaijan.

I want to express my gratitude for the decisions refl ected in the documents of the Non-Aligned 
Movement in relation to the settlement of the Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh confl ict 
and for the support of the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan. We greatly appreciate this support.

During our country’s chairmanship in the Movement, our priority will be to promote solidarity 
and mutually supportive relations among participating states. We will also try to contribute to 
the solution of issues and possible problems among member-countries.

Being held in Baku for two days, today and tomorrow, the Summit of the Non-Aligned 
Movement, the largest institution in terms of the number of participating states after the UN 
General Assembly, is a major event on a global scale.

I do hope that members of the delegations will fi nd the opportunity to get acquainted with the 
capital. Baku is one of the oldest cities in the world. Our monuments, such as the Gobustan rock 
engravings with a history of at least 20,000 years, the Maiden’s Tower dating back to the 6th R
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century, Icherisheher, the fortress walls and the Palace of Shirvanshahs built in the 12th century, 
are included in the UNESCO World Heritage List. Three months ago, in its 43rd session held 
in Baku, the UNESCO World Heritage Committee included the historical center of the ancient 
Azerbaijani city of Sheki and the Palace of Sheki khans in the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Azerbaijan has an ancient history and rich culture. This is clearly confi rmed by the historical 
monuments existing in our country. We have numerous historical monuments related to 
Caucasian Albania, which was created on the territory of Azerbaijan in the fi rst century BC 
and covered a vast territory. One of these monuments is the Albanian temple in the village of 
Kish in Sheki District.

The Shamakhi Juma mosque, built 13 centuries ago in 743, is one of the oldest mosques in 
the Caucasus and the Middle East. On my instruction recently, this ancient mosque, which 
suffered from natural disasters and attacks from time to time, was overhauled and restored 
and the mosque was reopened in 2013. Not far from Baku there is a temple of fi re worshipers 
dating back to the early Middle Ages. Our religious and ethnic diversity is our greatest asset. 
This year we celebrate the 650th anniversary of great Azerbaijani poet and thinker Imadaddin 
Nasimi, who was born in the ancient city of Shamakhi. By my order, 2019 was declared a “Year 
of Nasimi” in Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan has presented the world culture with Nizami Ganjavi, 
Imadaddin Nasimi, Mohammad Fizuli, outstanding commander and poet Shah Ismayil Khatai 
and other geniuses. Their works are among the pearls of world literature.

The city of Baku regularly hosts authoritative international events. These include the World 
Forum on Intercultural Dialogue, the Forum of Religious Leaders of the World, the Global 
Forum of the UN Alliance of Civilizations. The “Baku process”, launched on our initiative 
in 2008, as well as its logical continuation in the form of the World Forum on Intercultural 
Dialogue, are supported by resolutions of the UN General Assembly as a global platform. 
Next month the Second Summit of Religious Leaders of the World will be held in our country. 
The inaugural European Games held in Azerbaijan in 2015 and the Fourth Islamic Solidarity 
Games organized in our country in 2017 were joined by athletes from a total of 104 countries 
representing Europe and the Muslim world. By the way, Azerbaijan fi nished second in the 
team competition at the European Games and fi rst place at the Islamic Solidarity Games. Sport 
is part of the state policy in Azerbaijan. By the number of medals won at the latest summer 
Olympic Games in Rio, our country fi nished in 14th place in the world, in seventh among 
European countries and in fi rst in the Muslim world. I must also say that every year Baku hosts 
the Formula 1 competition, which boasts a global audience of 500 million spectators.

Dear guests, ladies and gentlemen.

In addition to historical monuments, we have beautiful nature, moderate climate, rich cuisine 
and, most importantly, hospitable people. The city of Baku with its modern infrastructure is 
one of the most beautiful and safest cities in the world. I do hope that delegations leave Baku 
with the best impressions and want to come back here. I am sure that the best memories of 
Baku will always remain in your hearts. 

Thank you. R
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President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
attended the 2nd Summit of World Religious Leaders

14 November 2019, Baku

Speech by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev

Your Holiness Sheikhulislam Allahshukur Pashazade,
Your Holiness Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia,
Dear religious fi gures, guests, ladies and gentlemen!

I cordially greet all the guests. I want to say to 
all the guests participating in the 2nd Summit of 
World Religious Leaders - “Welcome!”

This international event is of great importance. 
We are proud that Azerbaijan is hosting this 
authoritative event for the second time. This 
testifi es once again that Azerbaijan is playing 
and will continue to play an important part in 
the development of intercultural dialogue.

I consider it natural that such an authoritative event is being in Baku because Azerbaijan has 
ancient interreligious traditions. Irrespective of the public and political system, Azerbaijan 
has always proved to be an exemplary country in this regard. Representatives of all religions, 
all ethnic groups have lived in our country for centuries like one family in peace, friendship, 
and mutual understanding. Azerbaijan is a multi-faith and multiethnic country, which is our 
greatest asset. Religious and ethnic diversity is our greatest asset. All the steps Azerbaijan 
has taken to achieve successful development and stability are underpinned by religious 
and national tolerance and multicultural values. Our ancient history is refl ected also in our 
religious monuments. First of all, they are evidence that Azerbaijan is an ancient land. On 
the other hand, they show that at different times, representatives of various religions lived, 
created and left a wonderful historical heritage in Azerbaijan. I should note that we are proud 
that one of the oldest mosques in the Islamic world is located in Azerbaijan. The Shamakhi 
Juma Mosque was built in 743, and a few years ago it was thoroughly renovated. This is the 
oldest mosque in the Caucasus after the Derbent Mosque.

At the same time, not far from another historic Azerbaijani city of Sheki, there is a church 
of an ancient state - Caucasian Albania. This church has a great history. It is one of the 
oldest churches in the Caucasus. There is a temple of fi re worshipers, Atashgah, in Baku. 
This indicates that Zoroastrianism has ancient roots in Azerbaijan. Subsequently, Russian 
Orthodox churches, synagogues and the Catholic Church were built in our country. I should 
also note that the Azerbaijani state is making every effort to protect our historical and religious 
monuments and build new religious temples. With the fi nancial support of the Azerbaijani 
state, all religious churches were overhauled or rebuilt. Thus, inter-religious dialogue has R
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an ancient history, and the modern state of Azerbaijan is committed to these traditions. We 
are faithful to Islam. We are promoting our religion, but representatives of all religions live 
and work freely in Azerbaijan, and celebrate their religious rituals. So there is a great public 
atmosphere in our country.

International organizations, as well as religious leaders of the world, appreciate the activity 
of Azerbaijan in this direction. His Holiness Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia, 
who has repeatedly visited Azerbaijan, Pope of Rome Francis, who has visited Azerbaijan, 
and the leaders of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation always said that inter-religious 
dialogue in Azerbaijan was organized at a high level. These words, this high mark are of 
great value to us, they refl ect reality.

Azerbaijan is a country that has built its development and future on national roots. Traditional 
values are our greatest asset. We are very pleased that the younger generation in Azerbaijan 
is being educated in the national spirit, the spirit of patriotism and, at the same time, on 
the basis of traditional values. I believe that this will be one of the themes of the Baku 
Summit, because we are seeing that a campaign is being waged in the world, in different 
parts of the world, against traditional values, they are being tarnished, new “values” are 
being instilled that are alien to us and do not correspond to our national thinking. We must 
protect ourselves, especially the younger generation, from this alien and negative infl uence. 
Therefore, I believe that we all should promote traditional values, family values. I repeat that 
the policy pursued in Azerbaijan in this direction, the policy pursued by both the state and 
religious leaders, deserves, as it seems to me, the highest praise.

Azerbaijan is one of the countries promoting the values of multiculturalism. Multiculturalism 
is a way of life and a state policy in Azerbaijan. It is no coincidence that very important steps 
have been taken in this direction in Azerbaijan, and a number of authoritative international 
events have been held in our country. Some events are traditional in nature. For example, the 
Baku Humanitarian Forum is now a tradition. The World Forum on Intercultural Dialogue 
is receiving UN support, the Global Forum of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations, 
the Summit of World Religious Leaders. So all these events pursue one goal – to strengthen 
inter-religious dialogue, together fi ght against religious discrimination, promote multicultural 
values and thus contribute to the positive processes taking place in the world because we can 
clearly see and follow in the media that numerous negative facts, confl icts, confrontations, 
wars and bloodshed occur on religious and ethnic grounds. Unfortunately, crimes are 
sometimes committed under pseudo-religious slogans. We need to consolidate our efforts in 
this direction.

The relations between the state and religion in Azerbaijan are regulated at a high level. The 
basis of these relations was laid by great leader Heydar Aliyev. Heydar Aliyev as the great 
son of the Azerbaijani people served the people with dignity at all times – both in the Soviet 
period and in the years of independence. It was Heydar Aliyev who laid the foundation of 
the relations between the state and religion. Also, the concept of Azerbaijan’s development 
in all other areas is associated with his name. In 1991, Azerbaijan gained state independence 
but in the fi rst two years our independence was of formality nature. It is possible to say 
that the country was in an uncontrollable state. In particular, as a result of the military coup R
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carried out by the Popular Front of Azerbaijan in 1992, the situation became even worse and 
Azerbaijan found itself in the grip of a deep crisis, chaos, anarchy and arbitrary rule. At the 
same time, great damage was caused to inter-religious and ethnic relations. The government 
of the Popular Front of Azerbaijan is a black spot in our history. This is a shameful period, 
and it is no coincidence that the Azerbaijani people could only endure this anti-national, 
venal and cowardly government for only one year. A year later, they turned to Heydar Aliyev 
and invited him to take power, entrusted him with the future of the country.

After coming to power, Heydar Aliyev fi rst took important steps to disarm the illegal armed 
groups and prevent Armenian occupation, and Azerbaijan was able to return some of the 
lands that were occupied. Stability was established in the country and it embarked on a path 
of development. We managed to overcome international isolation and the implementation of 
economic and political reforms began. The establishment of relations between the state and 
religion is also associated with the name of Heydar Aliyev. At the same time, His Holiness 
Sheikh showed great dedication and carried out active work in this direction. As a witness 
to all this, I can say that the friendship of Heydar Aliyev and His Holiness Sheikh played a 
decisive role in the formation of the relations between the state and religion. His Holiness 
Sheikh is still doing a lot of hard work to continue the relations between the state and religion 
on a healthy basis and promote Azerbaijan in the world. The work carried out under his 
leadership is highly appreciated by both the Azerbaijani people and the world community. 
Every year, on the initiative and under the leadership of His Holiness Sheikh, authoritative 
international events are held in several countries. His Holiness Sheikh, who has gained high 
authority in Azerbaijan, in the Caucasus and in the world, carefully thinks through the steps 
being taken to regulate the relations between religion and the state. These steps support the 
overall development of our country because stability of any country means its future. Where 
stability is compromised, there is no room for development. Unfortunately, riots, wars and 
religious confl icts have occurred in various countries in recent years. Unfortunately, heinous 
crimes are often committed under religious slogans.

His Holiness Sheikh is one of the outstanding people who have made a huge contribution 
to the overall development of Azerbaijan. In August of this year, on my Order, His Holiness 
Sheikh was awarded the highest order of Azerbaijan – the Order of Heydar Aliyev, and this 
high award will be presented to His Holiness Sheikh in such a festive atmosphere today.

As for interreligious relations, I believe that the range of these relations is quite broad. 
Looking at the general concept in Azerbaijan, we see several directions, which means more 
than just contacts of religious leaders with each other. This also includes the hosting of 
various events and the communication of important messages. Among these events, I want to 
note the First European Games and the Fourth Islamic Solidarity Games held in Azerbaijan 
several years ago. Although this is a sporting event, they are of great political importance 
because, just imagine, athletes from Islamic and European countries competed and, at the 
same time, established friendly relations with each other in the same city in the course of 
two years. These games are not just sporting events. They have turned in Azerbaijan into a 
festival of friendship, a celebration of friendship. More than 100 countries were represented 
at both competitions, thousands of athletes, coaches and visitors participated, and, of course, 
these games played a major role in encouraging interreligious and intercultural dialogue.R
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Last year, we celebrated the 10th anniversary of the “Baku Process”. The “Baku process” 
began on our initiative and today it enjoys wide international support. The UN perceives 
the “Baku process” as an important platform for interreligious and intercultural dialogue. 
In 2008, a meeting of the Council of Europe’s ministers of culture was held in Baku, and 
we decided to invite the ministers of culture of the countries of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation to this meeting. This is how the fi rst contacts appeared. Following this, in 
2009, we invited European ministers to a meeting of culture ministers of members of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation in Baku. Azerbaijan is one of a handful of countries 
participating in both the Organization of Islamic Cooperation and the Council of Europe, and 
taking this opportunity we launched the “Baku Process”. As I have already noted, the “Baku 
Process” is highly appreciated today and represents a truly unique format of cooperation.

Speaking of inter-religious dialogue, of course, we should not be content with merely 
stating positive aspects. We must also strongly condemn attempts to link confl icts with the 
religious factor. One such example is the Armenian-Azerbaijani Nagorno-Karabakh confl ict, 
which has been going on for many years. It should be noted that Nagorno-Karabakh is 
the original and historical Azerbaijani land. For centuries, the Azerbaijani people lived and 
worked on this land. All place names in the territory related to Nagorno-Karabakh on old 
maps, including maps printed by tsarist Russia at the beginning of the 20th century, are of 
Azerbaijani origin. The Karabakh Khanate was an Azerbaijani Khanate. At the beginning 
of the 19th century, Armenians were simply resettled to Nagorno-Karabakh, and in the 20th 
century the national composition there was largely changed. I must also emphasize that if we 
talk about maps drawn between the republics after the Bolshevik revolution, the Bolshevik 
government decided at that time to preserve Nagorno-Karabakh as a part of Azerbaijan. 
This is a very important point, because Armenian historians, who are masters in distorting 
history, claim that the decision was made to transfer Nagorno-Karabakh to Azerbaijan. 
Everything was completely different at the time and historical documents confi rm that. The 
decision was made to preserve Nagorno-Karabakh as a part of Azerbaijan. In other words, it 
simultaneously refl ects historical and political aspects.

However, on the eve of the collapse of the Soviet Union, the nationalist forces that had 
emerged in Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenia unleashed aggression against Azerbaijan. As a 
result of military aggression, 20 percent of our lands, including Nagorno-Karabakh and seven 
adjacent districts, were occupied. Genocide against the Azerbaijani people was committed 
in these territories, Armenians destroyed all our historical monuments and graves, including 
mosques. The UN Security Council has adopted four resolutions in connection with the 
confl ict, which contain completely obvious provisions on the withdrawal of the Armenian 
armed forces from our lands, but Armenia ignores these resolutions. Other international 
organizations have adopted similar decisions and resolutions – the Non-Aligned Movement, 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, the European Parliament, the Council of Europe 
and other organizations. The only way to resolve the confl ict is to restore the territorial 
integrity of Azerbaijan.

As a result of this terrible humanitarian disaster, one million Azerbaijanis from Nagorno-
Karabakh, Armenia and the districts adjacent to Karabakh have become refugees and IDPs. 
At that time, the population of Azerbaijan was 8 million. That is, imagine how terrible a R
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disaster it was. Despite this, Azerbaijan is developing successfully, our country has gained 
great authority in the international arena. The fi nal declaration of the Summit of the Non-
Aligned Movement held in Baku last month also refl ects justice. It should be noted that 
Azerbaijan has taken over chairmanship of this large organization. From now on, over the 
course of three years, Azerbaijan will chair the Non-Aligned Movement by a unanimous 
decision of 120 countries.

Our economic performance is very positive. From 2003 to the present, the country’s economy 
has increased 3.2 times, literacy is close to 100 percent, poverty has decreased from about 
50 to 5 percent over the past 16 years. Azerbaijan attaches great importance to technological 
development and is now a member of the small club of space-faring nations. We have three 
satellites. Important transport projects are being implemented. They are not just transport but 
cooperation projects, because transport is an area in which neighboring and other countries of 
the region depend on each other. As a country without access to the world ocean, Azerbaijan 
has already become one of the international transport hubs – the East-West and North-South 
transport corridors pass through the territory of Azerbaijan.

All these achievements allow us the opportunity to say that our development will continue 
to be successful, our future will be bright and the main condition for a successful future is 
domestic stability. The Azerbaijani people, their opinion and support for us are the guarantor 
of this stability. The unity between the people and government is one of the key factors in 
the successful development of Azerbaijan. In addition, inter-religious relations increase our 
strength.

I am sure that the current Summit will be of great importance and the messages sent from 
Baku will fi nd their addressees. I believe that one of the main areas is to prevent religious 
discrimination, attempts to use religion for political purposes, impart religious coloring to 
confl icts, destroy historical and religious monuments during confl icts, wage a joint struggle 
against xenophobia, Islamophobia, anti-Semitism and promote traditional values. I think 
that the issues I have noted refl ect the policy of Azerbaijan in this direction. I am sure that 
the results of the Summit will be the next step in this direction.

I cordially greet the guests again and wish the Summit success. Thank you!
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VISITS OF THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT 
TO THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN

Offi cial visit of the King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
to the Republic of Azerbaijan

10 December 2019, Baku

On December 10, 2019 President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev met with 
King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan His 
Majesty Abdullah II ibn Al Hussein.

The head of state welcomed the King of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev said: 
Your Majesty, Welcome to Azerbaijan. Dear 

brother, thank you for accepting my invitation, and visiting us. It is a good opportunity to 
once again, to address important issues on our bilateral agenda. We have met recently in 
Sochi, and had an opportunity to communicate and once again. I invited you to visit us and 
I am very glad that in a short period of time despite that you are very busy, you are visiting 
us. It is a really big honor to host you in Azerbaijan. You are our dear guest here and I am 
sure that during this visit we will jointly contribute to further development of our brotherly 
relations. These relations cover various areas. We are very happy to coordinate our efforts on 
international arena, support each other on the important issues in international organizations. 
Political contacts are excellent. I looked today at economic data. I think we need to work 
harder and we will defi nitely do it and broadly discuss this issue today. I am glad that this 
year we had a growth of tourists from Jordan to Azerbaijan, more than 20 percent. So, I think 
that, we can also discuss opportunity of establishing direct air connection. So, the people can 
visit each other more often. Once again, welcome. I wish you a pleasant stay in Baku.

King of Jordan Abdullah II said: My dear brother, thank you very much. As you said, it 
was a pleasure to see you in Sochi, not long ago. I had many wonderful memories of my 
visits here over the past two decades. I am delighted to be here with my friend. I know that 
on international arena you have played such an important role. Especially congratulations to 
the Non-Aligned Summit which you have had very recently.

As you said my dear brother, our relationships are very strong politically, intelligence, military. 
I think we could do some improvements in the fi eld of economy. I am sure that we will have 
some very simple meetings today. But I wanted to come here just to thank you for the regional 
and the world role that you play and I am sure that there is a lot that we can talk about 
Inshallah to improve the challenges in our region. And I always look up to your leadership, 
your kindness and your support for our country and thank you very much for all this.
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Offi cial visit of the President of Ukraine
to the Republic of Azerbaijan

17 December 2019, Baku

List of documents signed during the offi cial visit:
 Protocol of Intent between the city of Ganja and the city of Odessa and an Agreement 

on trade, economic, scientifi c, technical and cultural cooperation between the city of 
Guba and the city of Truskavets

 Agreement on cooperation between the Ministry of Economy of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan and the State Regulatory Service of Ukraine in the fi eld of the regulation 
of conditions of doing business

 Agreement  on  the  organization  of  the  Baku-Kyiv  interstate  government 
communication line between the Special State Protection Service of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan and the State Service of Special Communications and Information 
Protection of Ukraine

Statement by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
during the Press Conference

Dear Mr. President!
Dear guests, ladies and gentlemen!

First of all, Mr. President, I sincerely welcome you 
to Azerbaijan again - welcome to Azerbaijan! We 
attach great importance to your visit, and I am glad 
that it has been very successful. The negotiations 
held today show again that there are excellent 
opportunities and prospects for further cooperation.

I am very glad that you paying an offi cial visit to Azerbaijan a few months after being elected 
as President. This is a manifestation of your attention to our country. We also attach great 
importance to the development of Ukrainian-Azerbaijani relations. During the negotiations 
today, both in a one-on-one format and with the participation of delegations, various aspects 
of Ukrainian-Azerbaijani bilateral relations were widely discussed and a very fruitful 
exchange of views took place.

Our political ties are at a high level. This is confi rmed by the President’s offi cial visit to 
Azerbaijan. Today we talked about the upcoming steps aimed at increasing trade. True, this 
year our turnover grew by almost 20 percent, but we can’t be pleased with absolute fi gures, 
and specifi c issues related to further cooperation were discussed today.

I am sure that the Ukrainian-Azerbaijani business forum, which will take place a little later 
today, will be a very important step in the economic sphere, in the fi eld of joint activities of 
business circles. This business forum is of great interest to business circles of both Ukraine 
and Azerbaijan. I am sure that specifi c issues will be discussed.R
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Naturally, a lot depends on the activities of the Ukrainian-Azerbaijani bilateral 
intergovernmental commission. Unfortunately, over the past few years, the commission 
practically did not operate. However, by a joint decision, we are giving a new impetus to the 
commission. We agreed that the commission would meet next month and the instructions 
issued by the presidents would be discussed in detail.

Along with an increase in turnover, joint investment projects are of great interest. We 
had a wide exchange of opinions about this. There are specifi c proposals regarding both 
Ukraine’s investments in Azerbaijan and Azerbaijan’s investments in Ukraine. I believe that 
these proposals may be implemented. Joint investment projects in many areas will further 
strengthen our cooperation.

Energy cooperation has been discussed as well. SOCAR has been operating in Ukraine for 
many years, has more than 60 gas stations and four oil terminals. Discussing this issue again 
today, we agreed that SOCAR would expand its activities in Ukraine and take specifi c steps.

In previous years, cooperation was carried out in the agricultural sector. We have purchased 
more than 400 units of agricultural machinery in Ukraine and want to continue this 
cooperation.

Another important issue, and we spent a lot of time on this issue today, is the development 
of tourism. Both Azerbaijan and Ukraine have ample tourist opportunities. Cooperation, 
exchange of experience and joint projects in this area have been discussed, a broad exchange 
of views has taken place and specifi c instructions have been given.

Both Ukraine and Azerbaijan have modern transport logistics and infrastructure. The Caspian 
and Black Sea transport corridors operate with the participation of our countries. I informed 
the President that very large investments had been made in this sector in Azerbaijan in recent 
years. The East-West and North-South transport corridors passing through the territory of 
Azerbaijan are already contributing to international cooperation and ushering opportunities 
for cooperation. Therefore, the East-West transport corridor, the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway, 
the Viking project, implemented in this area – all these projects will further strengthen our 
countries and, in a broader sense, regional cooperation. They will benefi t our countries.

Of course, we have also paid attention to humanitarian cooperation. Azerbaijan has great 
respect for Ukrainian culture. The Ukrainian language is being studied. Baku Slavic 
University has a Ukrainian center. At the same time, a fairly large place is allocated in higher 
educational institutions of Ukraine to the history and literature of Azerbaijan. Naturally, 
humanitarian cooperation has a positive effect on overall cooperation.

Of course, in this statement for the media we cannot list all the issues discussed because it will 
take a long time. But I can say that although the visit is still ongoing, it can already be assessed 
as very successful in general. I am sure that it will open a new page in the development of 
Ukrainian-Azerbaijani relations. We discussed specifi c issues and gave specifi c instructions. I 
hope that these instructions will be successfully implemented by relevant bodies.
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Mr. President, welcome to Azerbaijan. Once again, I wish you and the Ukrainian people 
continued success. Thank you!

Statement by President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelensky
during the Press Conference

Dear Mr. President, dear media representatives!

Mr. President, fi rst of all, let me express my 
gratitude to you for this invitation. We are 
paying a visit to your beautiful country. Thank 
you for your hospitality!

Our relations have stood the test of time. We 
have always been a support to each other in 
diffi cult times. Azerbaijan has always been a 

reliable friend and an important strategic partner for Ukraine, and it is still the case now.

Mr. President, as you have already noted, we completed our discussions. Both in our one-on-
one meeting and in the expanded meeting, our conversations were very warm. Mr. President 
and I discussed ways of strengthening of our partnership not in words but in deeds. Particular 
attention was paid to the economic sphere. I am sure that the opening of trading houses in 
both countries will also give this impetus. It is known that the Trade House of Azerbaijan has 
been operating in Ukraine since 2018, and today I will participate in the opening of the Trade 
House of Ukraine in Azerbaijan. Congratulations to all of you on this occasion!

Along with this, an Azerbaijani-Ukrainian business forum will be held in Baku today. I am 
sure that the business circles of our countries will discuss various issues of mutual interest 
and achieve specifi c results.

I am sure that mutual investments serve the interests of both countries. We can talk about 
various joint projects here. For example, a good example is the acquisition by Azerbaijan’s 
mobile operator “Bakcell” of Vodafone Ukraine shares. This will help us increase the level 
of our services in this area. Along with this, I also invite Azerbaijani companies to actively 
participate in the privatization process in Ukraine. SOCAR has been successfully operating 
in Ukraine for 10 years. And we will do our best to provide all possible support for the 
production and transportation of oil and gas products.

Our country also monitors the Southern Gas Corridor project. We discussed our contribution 
to expanding this project and bringing it to European consumers. In particular, I believe that 
both Ukraine and Azerbaijan have incredible transport potential. We decided to strengthen 
our contacts and cooperation in the fi eld of transport and air transportation. Before the end of 
January next year, we will organize a meeting of the bilateral intergovernmental commission 
in Kiev.

Particular attention was paid to cooperation in the aerospace fi eld. We discussed issues R
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in various fi elds, in the aircraft industry, as well as in the humanitarian sphere. Days of 
Ukrainian cinema will be organized in Azerbaijan. You, too, have witnessed the fact that 
several documents have been signed here – documents related to business development, 
protection of confi dential data and encouraging cooperation between various regions of 
Ukraine and the regions of Azerbaijan.

Of course, the focus of our conversation today was on issues of national and regional 
security. We discussed the Nagorno-Karabakh confl ict and the confl ict in eastern Ukraine. 
We support each other in the issue of restoring the territorial integrity and sovereignty of our 
countries. We are talking about the restoration of internationally recognized borders. From 
this point of view, this principle covers our cooperation both at the bilateral level and within 
the framework of international organizations. This is an indicator of the level of relations 
between our countries. We advocate a single position both at the regional and global levels. 
I wish Azerbaijan a successful presidency in GUAM in 2020.

Mr. President, as you noted, this is my fi rst offi cial visit to your country. This visit has just 
begun, but I am already sure that it will be an indicator of a new level of our cooperation. I 
am sure that the visit will serve the further development of our potential. Thank you!

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and
President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelensky 

attended an Azerbaijan-Ukraine business forum

17 December 2019, Baku

Speech by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev

Dear Mr. President!
Dear guests, ladies and gentlemen!

Today, over 90 companies from Ukraine and 
more than 100 companies from Azerbaijan 
are represented at the Azerbaijani-Ukrainian 
business forum. These fi gures are quite 
indicative. They are evidence of the great 
interest in such a business forum. In truth, 
Ukrainian-Azerbaijani business forums have 

not been held for a long time. I must also note that the intergovernmental commission has 
not been functioning for a long time. Today, during President Zelensky’s visit, these issues 
were discussed in great detail. Trade and economic issues occupied a special place among 
the issues discussed.

On the whole, I believe that the President’s visit is very successful. Today we held a very 
wide exchange of views and signed several important documents. The main thing is that 
the mutual trust that has arisen between us will, I am sure, play an important role in the R
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development of Ukrainian-Azerbaijani relations.

With regard to economic relations, there is tremendous untapped potential. Today we 
exchanged views on this and saw that despite the increase in trade this year, we can’t be 
pleased with absolute fi gures. In particular, Azerbaijan’s exports to Ukraine are lop-sided, 
i.e. they are formed on the basis of energy resources. We would very much like to diversify 
our exports to Ukraine, and several steps have been taken for this purpose, including the 
opening of the Trade House of Azerbaijan in Kyiv last year. I believe that there should be 
many such trading houses, and the Trade Center of Ukraine has opened in Baku today. This 
is a wonderful event.

Thus, very important steps will be taken to promote mutual trade. At the same time, I believe 
that we can enter a new stage in investment issues. Over the past 15 years, investments in 
the amount of $270 billion have been made in Azerbaijan. Half of this is foreign investment. 
This suggests that our country has a great investment environment. The interests of foreign 
investors and the funds invested here are protected by the state.

The investment climate in Ukraine is also improving. We are seeing this, and there are 
major plans related to large investments and privatization. Mr.President and I talked about 
this. I believe that Azerbaijani companies should actively participate in various investment 
projects. We agreed that a meeting of the joint intergovernmental commission will be held 
in Ukraine at the beginning of next year. We must seriously prepare for the meeting of this 
commission. Representatives of both government agencies and the private sector should take 
part in the meeting. There should be concrete results of the work of this commission, after 
which we should be informed about this.

Business circles are very sensitive. Usually they are very scrupulous and cautious in 
investing matter, wait for appropriate signals from government agencies. I believe that our 
joint participation in this business forum with President Zelensky is an excellent signal 
to business circles. I believe that they should understand this correctly and draw the right 
conclusions. And the result should be that our economic ties become closer. There are very 
wide opportunities for cooperation. I mentioned investment. At the same time, in Azerbaijan 
and Ukraine there are great opportunities in the tourism sector. Our countries have a very 
rich and picturesque nature, developed infrastructure, so it is necessary to pay attention to 
this area.

Cooperation in agriculture can be successfully continued. Of course, the level of today’s 
cooperation cannot satisfy us. We are open to cooperation in all areas, and I believe that this 
visit will play a very important role in resolving these issues.

As for the development of the economic situation in Azerbaijan, I must inform the Ukrainian 
guests – I have already noted this – that the investment climate in our country is very 
positive, and the volume of investment clearly demonstrates this. Over the past 15 years, 
rapid economic growth has occurred in Azerbaijan. I can say that the economy has more than 
tripled. That is, the gross domestic product has increased by more than 300 percent and, of 
course, this has allowed us the opportunity to increase our economic power and implement R
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infrastructure projects. Whereas poverty was at about 50 percent 15 years ago, today it is 
at 5 percent. In other words, this indicates that income from natural resources is distributed 
evenly in society and all segments of society have benefi ted from this.

This year we initiated a major social package. The wide social package covered about half 
of our population – 4.2 million people. The minimum wage was doubled, the minimum 
pension increased by 70 percent, some benefi ts by 50 percent, some by 100 percent, and the 
Azerbaijani state once again demonstrated the essence of its policy. Our policies are centered 
on the people of Azerbaijan, as we channel the additional incomes received primarily into 
social projects. At the same time, of course, infrastructure projects also occupy an important 
place.

In order to characterize the business environment, I should note that 85 percent of the 
Azerbaijani economy is formed in the private sector. This means that the broad privatization 
process is already being completed. Only strategic assets remain in state monopoly. For 
example, the State Oil Company, our energy company, the water company, the road 
construction company, the railway, the Caspian Shipping Company, AZAL, our airline, and 
several other companies. Except for them, all other agencies operate in the private sector 
and, of course, this creates a wonderful climate for foreign investors.

The recent tax and customs reforms are yielding results. These areas were very problematic 
in our country. But over the past few years, very serious reforms have been carried out, and 
these areas have already become transparent, and businesses immediately responded to this 
positively. In 11 months of this year, tax and customs authorities contributed over $600 
million to the treasury in excess of the plan. Our external debt is very low, accounting for 
only 17 percent of the gross domestic product. According to this indicator, Azerbaijan ranks 
ninth in the world. Our foreign exchange reserves are fi ve times higher than our external 
debt. In other words, we can zero out our external debt at any time. According to a recent 
report of the International Development Association, Azerbaijan has become a donor country. 
So now we are a lending country, not a borrower. We invest in other countries ourselves. 
These investments exceed $20 billion. On our initiative, very important energy and transport 
projects have been implemented in the region. We received the fi nancial support of foreign 
banks in the implementation of these projects – European and Asian banks. Thanks to this 
support and our internal resources, we have linked the Caspian Sea with the Black and 
Mediterranean Seas via oil pipelines. At the same time, the construction of a gas line with 
a length of 3,500 kilometers from Azerbaijan to Europe is drawing to a close. Next year we 
will celebrate its opening and thus Azerbaijan will have a say in the world not only as an 
exporter of oil, but also as an exporter of gas.

In parallel with this, we are exporting electricity, including to Europe. Growing energy 
generation capacities allow us the opportunity – of course, we have met our domestic needs 
– to contribute to the energy security of other countries.

One of the issues discussed today is related to transport, and there are also broad opportunities 
for cooperation. If we can connect the transport infrastructure of Ukraine with the transport 
infrastructure of Azerbaijan and pursue a unifi ed tariff policy, then, I believe, the volume of R

Ə
SM

İ X
R

O
N
İK

A 
- O

FF
IC

IA
L 

C
H

R
O

N
IC

LE
 - 
О
Ф
И
Ц
И
А
ЛЬ

Н
А
Я

 Х
РО

Н
И
КА

RƏSMİ XRONİKA - OFFICIAL CHRONICLE - ОФИЦИАЛЬНАЯ ХРОНИКА



48 AZƏRBAYCAN  RESPUBLİKASI  XARİCİ   İŞLƏR  NAZİRLİYİNİN  JURNALI  53 /  2019

Jo
ur

na
l o

f t
he

 M
in

is
tr

y 
of

 F
or

ei
gn

 A
ff a

ir
s 

of
 th

e 
Re

pu
bl

ic
 o

f  
A

ze
rb

ai
ja

n 
 5

3 
/ 2

01
9

cargo transportation through the territories of our countries will dramatically increase. We 
see growth compared to last year, but we believe that it can be even more impressive.

Azerbaijan is a country with no access to the world ocean. However, despite this, we 
have turned Azerbaijan into an international transport and logistical center with very 
large investment projects, and the East-West and North-South transport corridors passing 
through our country increase this role of ours. These projects have given an impetus to 
other projects, including the North-West and South-West transport corridors. So all these 
routes pass through the territory of Azerbaijan. These projects are not purely economic and 
transport in nature; in a broad sense, they contribute to international cooperation because 
the countries located along these corridors rise to the status of natural allies. Thus, these 
projects also serve security, well-being and mutual understanding. I believe that, taking into 
account all these positive principles, we will be able to increase our trade and implement 
large-scale investment projects in a short period of time. This business forum will therefore 
have tangible results. We want it and believe in it. I wish the businessmen of Azerbaijan and 
Ukraine success. Thank you.

Speech by President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelensky

Thank you, Mr. President. Greetings to you and all the forum participants. This is a very 
important event for both Ukraine and Azerbaijan. I know that there are more than 90 
Ukrainian and more than 100 Azerbaijani companies. And it is very important that we are 
together today. Unfortunately, such forums have not been held for several years. Obviously, 
if we do not meet and if there is no dialogue, there can be no normal investment climate. 
If we don’t talk about real affairs, if we don’t talk about real numbers, businesses will not 
come to Ukraine and vice versa. A very important remark was made by Mr. President. This 
is mutual trust.

This is my fi rst offi cial visit to your beautiful 
country and the fi rst time I have met with the 
President of Azerbaijan, Mr. Ilham 
Heydarovich. I feel that we have begun a 
dialogue. There should be concrete steps 
because when people promise something, they 
must keep their word. When obligations are 
met, we achieve trust. We have already agreed 
that a large government delegation will come 
to Ukraine next month and important issues of 

bilateral cooperation in the economic sphere will be discussed during the negotiations. This 
is about infrastructure, this is about privatization. More than 400 Ukrainian companies are 
ready for privatization. And we want to see real investment, we are glad to see everyone.

The minister of infrastructure is part of the Ukrainian delegation. We intend to implement 
many infrastructure projects, we are ready to build 16,000 kilometers of roads. We are 
interested in Azerbaijani companies building roads in Ukraine. We know that they work R
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successfully in other countries. Everyone knows that the Azerbaijani mobile operator 
“Bakcell” has entered the Ukrainian market, and investments amount to about $700 million. 
Our task, as the Ukrainian state, is to protect these investments. Of course, all this is carried 
out at the level of mutual trust. We really want Azerbaijan to invest in Ukraine. We also want 
Ukraine to be represented in Azerbaijan. We have strong economic and historical relations.

Another area of investment is the tourism sector. For example, the head of the Kherson 
region is here with us. Mr. Gusev is ready to introduce the Kherson region. This is one of 
the most attractive places for tourism in Ukraine, which is ready for this activity but lacks 
infrastructure. Therefore, we are ready to consider proposals for investment projects in this 
area.

We have very warm partnership and friendship with SOCAR. When it comes to Ukrainian-
Azerbaijani cooperation, we immediately recall SOCAR. We are interested in expanding 
the activities of SOCAR in Ukraine. With the help of SOCAR, we have built entire service 
centers on separate sections of the border and are ready to further expand this activity. I 
am sure that this will be one of our most interesting infrastructure projects. I have an idea. 
You have voiced fi gures several times – small public debt in Azerbaijan, growth of gross 
domestic product by more than 300 percent over the past 15 years. You have all this, we 
would like this to be the case with us as well.
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President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev 
hosted offi cial reception in honor of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky

17 December 2019, Baku

Speech by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev

Dear Mr. President,
Dear Yelena Vladimirovna,
Ladies and Gentlemen!

Mr. President, I once again welcome you and your delegation to Azerbaijan and say 
“Welcome!” This is your fi rst offi cial visit to Azerbaijan. I am glad that it has been successful. 
This is once again confi rmed by our discussions and the documents signed.

Our countries and peoples have friendly relations. It is signifi cant that a representative offi ce 
of Ukraine was one 16 foreign diplomatic missions operating in Baku back in 1918-1920, 
during the period of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic.

We reviewed our bilateral ties today. There are ample opportunities for the development 
of cooperation between our countries in the political, economic, energy, transport, cultural 
and other fi elds. I am sure that the agreements reached during your visit and the documents 
signed will contribute to the further expansion of relations.

The development of economic ties has been 
widely discussed. In 2018, Ukraine was in 10th 
place in terms of foreign trade with our country. 
In January-September 2019, trade with Ukraine 
increased by 20 percent compared to the 
corresponding period of 2018. Since 2018, the 
Azerbaijan Trade House has been operating in 
Kyiv and the opening of the Central Complex 
“Ukrainian Products” took place in Baku with 
your participation today. We attended the 
opening of a business forum of Azerbaijani and 
Ukrainian business circles today. The level of 

representation at the forum and the discussions held there confi rm a high interest in the 
development of trade and economic ties.

Our countries maintain successful cooperation in the energy sector. A representative offi ce 
of SOCAR operates in Ukraine. There are 62 SOCAR gas stations and four oil bases of 
SOCAR Energy Ukraine in Ukraine.

Successful experience has also been gained in the sphere of cultural and humanitarian 
cooperation between Azerbaijan and Ukraine. Since 2001, the Ukrainian Education and 
Culture Center has been operating at Baku Slavic University, and there are Azerbaijani R
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culture centers in a number of educational institutions of Ukraine. The memory of the great 
son of Ukraine, poet Taras Shevchenko, has been immortalized in Azerbaijan. Statues of 
him have been erected in Baku and Zagatala. One of the parks in our capital is named after 
famous poet and playwright Lesia Ukrainka, and there is a bust of her in this park. The 650th 
birthday anniversary of the prominent Azerbaijani poet and thinker, Imadaddin Nasimi, is 
celebrated in 2019. It is signifi cant that the offi cial opening of the monument to great poet 
Nasimi took place in Kyiv in May this year. One of the main transport interchanges in Baku 
is called the Ukrainian Roundabout. All these are indicators of a strong friendship between 
our peoples.

The regions of our countries also cooperate with each other. The establishment of cooperation 
between the cities of Guba and Truskavets, Ganja and Odessa can be seen as another step in 
this direction.

Azerbaijan stands for security and cooperation in the region. However, the region’s most 
painful problem, the Armenian-Azerbaijani Nagorno-Karabakh confl ict, remains unresolved. 
As a result of Armenia’s military aggression, 20 percent of Azerbaijani territory has been 
occupied – Nagorno-Karabakh, which is our historical land, and seven adjacent districts. A 
policy of ethnic cleansing has been implemented in these territories and more than a million 
of our compatriots have become refugees and internally displaced.

The four resolutions adopted by the UN Security Council in connection with the confl ict 
require complete and unconditional withdrawal of Armenian armed forces from the occupied 
territories of Azerbaijan. Similar resolutions have also been adopted by the Non-Aligned 
Movement, the OSCE, the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, the European Parliament 
and other international organizations. The document on partnership priorities between 
the European Union and Azerbaijan initialed in July 2018 also expresses support for the 
territorial integrity, sovereignty of Azerbaijan and the inviolability of its borders.

Dear Mr. President, dear Yelena Vladimirovna, welcome to Azerbaijan again.
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MEETINGS AND VISITS
OF THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

OF THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN
Mr. ELMAR MAMMADYAROV
(OCTOBER – DECEMBER 2019)

MEETINGS 

07.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov received Serzhan Abdykarimov, 
newly appointed Ambassador of the Republic of Kazakhstan to the Republic 
of Azerbaijan 

09.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov received a delegation led by Jean-
René Fournier, President of the Council of States of the Swiss Confederation 

14.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Darkhan Kydyrali, President 
of International Turkic Academy 

14.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Chingiz Aydarbekov, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kyrgyz Republic, 

14.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Mukhtar Tleuberdi, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan

14.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Péter Szijjártó, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary

14.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey

16.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Vito Petrocelli, President of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Senate of the Republic of Italy

18.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov received Faisal Abdullah Hamad 
Abdullah Al Henzab, newly appointed Ambassador of the State of Qatar to 
the Republic of Azerbaijan
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23.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Ivica Dačić, First Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Serbia

23.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Mohammad Javad Zarif, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran

23.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Jorge Arreaza Montserrat, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

23.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Ababu Namwamba, 
Chief Administrative Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Kenya

23.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Hamdullah Mohib, National 
Security Adviser of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

23.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Mohamed A.Alhakim, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Iraq

23.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Anwar Gargash, Foreign 
Minister of the United Arab Emirates

23.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Alvin Botes, Deputy 
Minister of International Relations and Cooperation of the Republic of South 
Africa

24.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Tilak Marapana, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

24.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Tijjani Muhammad Bande, 
President of the United Nations General Assembly

24.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Bruno Rodríguez Parrilla, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cuba

24.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Cessouma Minata Samate, 
Commissioner for Political Affairs of the African Union Commission

24.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Peter Maurer, President of 
the International Committee of the Red Cross

24.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Abdulrahim Ali Al Rassi, 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

25.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Riyad Al Maliki, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the State of Palestine R
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25.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Sabah Al Khalid Al Sabah, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of the State of Kuwait

25.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Mohamad Maliki Bin 
Osman, Senior Minister of State of the Ministry of Defence and Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Singapore

25.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Ayman Safadi, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Expatriates of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

25.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Sameh Shoukry, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the Arab Republic of Egypt

26.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Abdulla Shahid, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Maldives

26.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Joseph Malanji, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Zambia

26.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Marcos Tekle, State 
Minister of Foreign Affairs for Political Issues of the Federal Democratic 
Republic of Ethiopia

26.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Kalla Ankourao, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Cooperation and African Integration of the 
Republic of Niger

31.10.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Toivo Klaar, Special 
Representative of the European Union for the South Caucasus

04.11.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the State of Qatar 

05.11.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Vadym Prystaiko, Foreign 
Minister of Ukraine

05.11.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Ann Linde, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Sweden

07.11.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov received a delegation led by Viktoras 
Pranckietis, Chairman of the Seimas (Parliament) of the Republic of Lithuania

08.11.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov received Sami Abdullah Ghosheh, 
newly appointed Ambassador of Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to the 
Republic of AzerbaijanR
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09.11.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Baghdad Amreyev, 
Secretary General of the Cooperation Council of Turkic-Speaking States

14.11.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov received Dan Stav, Ambassador of 
the State of Israel to the Republic of Azerbaijan upon the termination of his 
diplomatic tenure

14.11.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Jose Luis Perez, Chairman 
of the Foreign Affairs Commission of the Senate of the Republic of Colombia

14.11.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Miguel Ángel Moratinos, 
High Representative of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations

25.11.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov received Zacharie Gross, newly 
appointed Ambassador of the Republic of France to the Republic of Azerbaijan

28.11.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Miroslav Lajčák, Minister 
of Foreign and European Affairs of Slovakia

02.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov received George Deek, newly 
appointed Ambassador of the State of Israel to the Republic of Azerbaijan

03.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Sergey Lavrov, Foreign 
Minister of the Russian Federation

05.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Matti Anttonen, Deputy 
Foreign Minister of the Republic of Finland

05.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Toivo Klaar, the EU Special 
Representative for the South Caucasus and the crisis in Georgia

05.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Simon Coveney, Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and Trade of Ireland 

05.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with George Tsereteli, President 
of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly and Roberto Montella, Secretary 
General of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly

09.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov received Salima Abdelhak, newly 
appointed Ambassador of People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria to the 
Republic of Azerbaijan

09.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov received Saeed Khan Mohmand, 
Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to the Republic of Azerbaijan 
upon the termination of his diplomatic tenure
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12.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Edgars Rinkēvičs, Foreign 
Minister of Latvia

12.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with H.E. Mr. Egils Levits, 
President of the Republic of Latvia

12.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Artis Pabriks, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Decence of Latvia

13.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Mrs. Ināra Mūrniece, 
Speaker of the Saeima (Parliament) of the Republic of Latvia

18.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov received Mr. Gheorghe Leuca, 
Ambassador of the Republic of Moldova to the Republic of Azerbaijan upon 
the termination of his diplomatic tenure

18.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov received Nikolaos Kanellos, 
Ambassador of the Hellenic Republic to the Republic of Azerbaijan upon the 
termination of his diplomatic tenure

 19.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov received an EU delegation led by 
Jean-Christophe Belliard, deputy Secretary General, political director at the 
European External Action Service

21.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov received Elena Aymone Sessera, 
Head of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) Delegation in 
Azerbaijan

23.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with David Zalkaliani, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Georgia

23.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Archil Talakvadze, 
Chairperson of the Georgian Parliament

23.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Giorgi Gakharia, Prime 
Minister of Georgia

23.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey

27.12.2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov received Abbas Mustafa Ahmed 
Abdalla, Ambassador of the Republic of Sudan to the Republic of Azerbaijan 
upon the termination of his diplomatic tenure
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WORKING VISIT TO TURKMENISTAN

10 October 2019

SPEECH BY MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS ELMAR MAMMADYAROV
AT THE MEETING OF THE CIS COUNCIL OF FOREIGN MINISTERS

10 October 2019, Ashgabat

Dear Rashid Ovezgeldyevich,
Dear colleagues,

On behalf of the Republic of Azerbaijan and on my own behalf, allow me to welcome you, 
as well as the members of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the CIS, and express special 
gratitude to the Turkmenistan side for the hospitality and warm welcome.

I would like to note that the CIS is an important platform for the development of economic 
and humanitarian cooperation. In this context, Azerbaijan, being an active member of the 
CIS, attaches particular importance to participation in the organization.

The agenda of today’s meeting of the CIS Council of Foreign Ministers includes discussion 
of current issues of cooperation in the economic and humanitarian sphere, as well as issues 
of cooperation in the fi ght against terrorism and extremism.

In this regard, I would like to note at today’s meeting the importance of signing the Decision 
“On the draft Appeal of the Heads of State of the Commonwealth of Independent States 
to the peoples of the CIS countries and the world community on the occasion of the 75th 
anniversary of the Victory in the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945”.

On the eve of the celebration of the 75th anniversary of the Victory in the Great Patriotic War, 
it is also worth mentioning the great contribution of Azerbaijan and the Azerbaijani people 
to the Victory over the fascism. More than 600 thousand representatives of Azerbaijan 
participated in the war, more than half of them died on the battlefi eld and went missing. 
Many representatives of Azerbaijan were awarded high orders and medals.

In the fi ght against fascism, the Azerbaijani people showed heroism, valor and dedication not 
only on the battlefi elds, but also in the rear. Baku oil played an invaluable role in the victory 
in World War II. More than 70 percent of the oil produced in the Soviet Union during the 
war of 1941-1945, 80 percent of gasoline and 90 percent of motor oils were accounted for 
Azerbaijan.

In this regard, I consider the signing of the Decision “On the draft Appeal of the Heads of 
State of the Commonwealth of Independent States to the peoples of the Commonwealth and 
the world community in connection with the 75th anniversary of the Victory of the Soviet 
people in the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945” particularly important in opposing the R
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ideology of Nazism, including the veiling of monuments and memorials, the propaganda of 
racism.

We also attach great importance to humanitarian cooperation, which, I think, is the basis 
of the primary activity of our organization. The issues of humanitarian cooperation, issues 
related to inter-religious dialogue, the dialogue of civilizations, to multiculturalism are of 
great relevance.

The vast majority of countries in the world are multi-confessional countries and countries 
where representatives of many nationalities live. Mono-ethnic countries are an exception. 
Therefore, humanitarian cooperation, mutual understanding between representatives of 
various faiths and ethnic groups is important for national harmony in each country, as well 
as for our cooperation. Because within the framework of our organization, countries with 
different history, culture, religion are represented, and we are united by common interests, 
we are united by cooperation.

Azerbaijan attaches great importance to the promotion of multiculturalism. All ethnic and 
religious groups in Azerbaijan live in peace and prosperity. In recent years, we have held 
a number of global events, put forward initiatives aimed at promoting dialogue and mutual 
understanding. In this regard, it should be noted that the World Forum on Intercultural 
Dialogue, recognized by the UN General Assembly and the Secretary-General as the main 
global platform for promoting intercultural dialogue.

As you may know, one of the priority areas of cooperation between our countries in the 
humanitarian area is the sports sphere. Azerbaijan in a short period of time has been to prove 
itself as a center of international sport competitions. So, in recent years, international events 
such as the European Games, Islamic Solidarity Games, including the World and European 
Championships, World Cups and Grand Prix competitions in numerous types of sport have 
been successfully held in our Republic.

I believe that continuation of constructive cooperation in the humanitarian sphere will further 
contribute to the strengthening of confi dence between our states and the development of the 
Commonwealth. Along with humanitarian ties, our countries are also successfully building 
up the potential for economic cooperation in both multilateral and bilateral formats.

Today, all opportunities for the development of a market economy have been created in 
Azerbaijan, and great successes have been achieved. Thanks to the successful implementation 
of economic development programs over the past 15 years, the Azerbaijani economy has 
achieved a high level of development on a global scale.

Diversifi cation of economy and development of non-oil sector are key long-term goals 
of our Government. To consolidate these reforms and increase the competitiveness and 
sustainability of the economy, the development of a deeper program of economic reforms 
for 2021-2025 has already begun. An overall favorable business environment and targeted 
reforms will provide additional opportunities for business and investors.
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A special place in economic policy belongs to the development of international interaction. 
By encouraging transport links, Azerbaijan is making a signifi cant contribution to the efforts 
aimed at developing regional mutually benefi cial cooperation.

I believe that those endeavors and projects initiated by Azerbaijan serve to strengthen the 
economic security in the region, and there are good opportunities for investment projects in 
this area.

Nevertheless, it should be noted that unresolved confl icts in the Commonwealth space pose a 
serious threat to regional stability. In this regard, I would like to once again draw attention to 
the importance of the soonest peaceful solution of Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh 
confl ict based on the norms and principles of international law, relevant UN Security Council 
resolutions, the UN Charter, and the Helsinki Final Act.

Azerbaijan is committed to the soonest political settlement of the confl ict. At the same time, 
negotiations cannot last forever and should not serve to continue and maintain the situation 
that arose as a result of the use of force, occupation and ethnic cleansing.

It should be noted that international confl icts, ethnic cleansing and the occupation of sovereign 
territories are one of the main factors that increase the level of cross-border threats, including 
terrorism, that threaten international peace and security, as well as political independence, 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of all countries of the Commonwealth.

Therefore, the issue of the settlement of unresolved confl icts requires attention and 
the consolidation of efforts of all countries. The positive experience that the CIS as an 
organization has accumulated can also be useful, in general, for solving the problems of our 
common space.

In conclusion, let me wish you all successful work.

Thank you for your attention.

THE 7TH MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF FOREIGN MINISTERS 
OF THE TURKIC COUNCIL

14 October 2019, Baku

List of meetings held during the event:
 Meeting with President of International Turkic Academy Darkhan Kydyrali
 Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kyrgyz Republic Chingiz Aydarbekov
 Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan 

Mukhtar Tleuberdi
 Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary Péter Szijjártó
 Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu
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SPEECH OF MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS ELMAR MAMMADYAROV 
AT THE 7TH MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF FOREIGN MINISTERS 

OF THE TURKIC COUNCIL

14 October 2019, Baku

Distinguished Ministers,
Distinguished Secretary-General,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset, I would like to extend my compliments to Kyrgyz Republic on the successful 
completion of the chairmanship-in-offi ce of the Turkic Council, and express my gratitude for 
the contributions made to the broadening of cooperation within the Turkic Council during 
their chairmanship period.

It is my pleasure to welcome the distinguished delegations of friendly and brotherly countries, 
as well as the representatives of the affi liated organizations, participating in the 7th Meeting 
of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the Turkic Council.

Also, I would particularly like to congratulate Uzbekistan, new Member State of the Turkic 
Council, and express our readiness to work with them on a wide range of policies and issues 
for the benefi t of citizens of the Turkic Council Member States.

Dear Ministers,

Azerbaijan hosts the 7th Summit of the Turkic Council in an important, even critical time 
when strengthening cooperation, concerted efforts and effective responses to the global risks 
and challenges play an immensely important role in attaining the goals and objectives of 
the Turkic Council. On our way towards strengthening institutionalized mechanisms and 
building new patterns of cooperation, the Summit is yet another opportunity to elaborate on 
regional and global developments, and explore new prospects for cooperation.

Since the signing of the Nakhchivan Agreement on October 3rd 2009, the Turkic Council has 
striven to promote comprehensive, mutually benefi cial, and equitable cooperation among 
the Turkic Speaking States. Within the course of 10 years, since its establishment, the Turkic 
Council has also proven to be a fora in maintaining peace in the region, strengthening mutual 
confi dence between the Member States, promoting regional and bilateral cooperation in all 
areas of common interest, as well as creating favorable conditions for trade and investment.

In this context, we strongly believe that there is a great scope for further deepening of 
cooperation and our concerted efforts in specifi c priority areas will defi nitely give new 
impetus to the regional partnership and inject fresh driving force to the Turkic Council.

The Turkic Council plays a unique role in promoting and preserving the historical heritage 
of Turkic speaking nations, as well as embracing our common culture, traditions, material R
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and moral values. Therefore, the activities of International Organization of Turkic Culture/
TURKSOY and Turkic Culture and Heritage Foundation in the cultural and humanitarian 
spheres are worthy of appraisal in which Azerbaijan takes an active part.

Excellencies,

It should be noted that during Azerbaijan’s chairmanship-in-offi ce special attention will be 
attached to further development of economic cooperation among the Member States. Thus, 
the preparation of Turkic Council’s economic agenda, that covers priority areas and sets 
detailed and practical goals and objective, is an important part of the effectiveness of our 
actions. Strengthening the economic dimension of our cooperation will defi nitely consolidate 
and strengthen our resilience to political and economic turbulences in the world. Therefore, 
Azerbaijan gives great emphasis to the economic potential of the Turkic countries and 
highlights the importance of increasing mutual investments and exploring new economic 
projects.

Our country maintains strong political, economic, and humanitarian relationship with the 
Turkic Council Member-States and Observers. The intensifi cation of cooperation between 
the Member-States and Observers to revitalize the historic Silk Road and improving it with 
new infrastructure projects are among the main pillars of our economic relationship.

Azerbaijan makes infrastructure investments that redraw the transport map of the Eurasian 
region. The new connectivity initiatives not only contribute to the regional integration, 
but also boost the cooperation between Turkic Council Member-States and the Observer 
state.  Baku-Tbilisi-Kars (BTK) Railway is an important component of the Trans-Caspian 
East-West Middle Corridor initiative and the increasing volume of the freight traffi c will 
eventually contribute to economic development of our countries.   

Furthermore, Azerbaijan supports the development of cooperation with Hungary, as an 
Observer State to the Turkic Council, and welcomes the opening of the Representation 
Offi ce of the Turkic Council in Budapest on September 19, 2019. The cooperation between 
Hungary and the Member States of the Turkic Council is being successfully developed in 
a wide range of areas and we are confi dent that the Representation Offi ce will serve as a 
facilitator in strengthening ties of Turkic Council with European institutions.

It is worth mentioning the importance of strengthening the cooperation between Turkic 
Council Member States in humanitarian sphere. The activities of Azerbaijan International 
Development Agency (AIDA) are of great signifi cance in undertaking humanitarian 
endeavors in our region. In this respect, the “Conference on Promoting the Integration of 
Offi cial Development Agencies of Turkic Speaking States to the International Aid System: 
Collaboration for Effective Humanitarian Aid and Development Assistance” was held on 
11 October 2019 in Baku for the fi rst time within the Cooperation Council of the Turkic 
Speaking States, with the participation of the offi cial development agencies of the Member 
States as well as international organizations such as the Turkic Council, UN Offi ce for 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and UN Development Programme.
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This event provided participating countries and international organizations with the 
opportunity to share their invaluable experiences and build new partnerships for an effective 
global and regional assistance. I am pleased that the Declaration of the Seventh Summit 
has referred to the conference and underlined its importance with a view of facilitating the 
integration of donor institutions of Member States into the global aid system.

Excellencies,

Azerbaijan  continues  to suffer from the aggression of Armenia, which has occupied 20 
percent of Azerbaijan’s territories. As a result, more than a million Azerbaijanis faced bloody 
ethnic cleansing on their historical lands and became refugees and Internally Displaced 
People. UN Security Council (UNSC) resolutions 822, 853, 874, 884 demanded an 
immediate, unconditional and full withdrawal of Armenian armed forces from the occupied 
territories of Azerbaijan. However, Armenia continues to disregard the UNSC resolutions 
and other documents of international organizations to cease its occupation and aggression.

I would like also to appreciate every country and Turkic Council for the demonstration 
of a principle position through condemning the aggression against Azerbaijan and urging 
Armenia to implement the aforementioned resolutions. In this regard, unequivocal support 
of the Turkic Council Member States for the settlement of the Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-
Karabakh Confl ict on the basis of sovereignty, territorial integrity and the internationally 
recognized borders of Azerbaijan, in accordance with the UNSC resolutions, is greatly 
appreciated.

In  conclusion,  I  would like to reiterate Azerbaijan’s intention to further strengthen 
relationship with the Turkic Speaking States, both in bilateral and multilateral formats, while 
Turkic Council will continue playing signifi cant role in bringing together the Turkic World. 
Our organization is so far comprised of 5 Member States with Uzbekistan’s recent accession. 
I am also confi dent that today’s meeting of Council of Foreign Ministers of the Turkic 
Council will be instrumental in strengthening cooperation in all areas of mutual interest, and 
will also enable us to take stock of the achievements and refl ect upon how we, with shared 
vision and combined strength, should respond to the emerging challenges.

Thank you for your attention.

THE 18TH SUMMIT OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT 
OF THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT

23-26 October 2019, Baku

List of meetings held during the Summit:
 Meeting with First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of Serbia Ivica Dačić
 Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

Mohammad Javad ZarifR
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 Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
Jorge Arreaza Montserrat

 Meeting with Chief Administrative Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Kenya Ababu Namwamba

 Meeting with National Security Adviser of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 
Hamdullah Mohib

 Meeting  with Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Iraq Mohamed 
A.Alhakim

 Meeting with Foreign Minister of the United Arab Emirates Anwar Gargash
 Meeting with Deputy Minister of International Relations and Cooperation of the 

Republic of South Africa Alvin Botes
 Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 

Lanka Tilak Marapana
 Meeting with President of the United Nations General Assembly Tijjani Muhammad 

Bande
 Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cuba Bruno Rodríguez 

Parrilla
 Meeting with Commissioner for Political Affairs of the African Union Commission 

Cessouma Minata Samate
 Meeting with President of the International Committee of the Red Cross Peter Maurer
 Meeting with Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

Abdulrahim Ali Al-Rassi
 Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs of the State of Palestine Riyad al-Maliki
 Meeting with Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of the State of Kuwait 

Sabah Al Khalid Al Sabah
 Meeting with Senior Minister of State of the Ministry of Defence and Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Singapore Mohamad Maliki Bin Osman
 Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates of the Hashemite Kingdom 

of Jordan Ayman Safadi
 Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Arab Republic of Egypt Sameh 

Shoukry
 Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Maldives Abdulla Shahid
 Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Zambia Joseph Malanji
 Meeting with State Minister of Foreign Affairs for Political Issues of the Federal 

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Marcos Tekle
 Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs, Cooperation and African Integration of the 

Republic of Niger Kalla Ankourao
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STATEMENT BY FOREIGN MINISTER ELMAR MAMMADYAROV 
AT THE PREPARATORY MINISTERIAL MEETING OF THE 18TH SUMMIT 

OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT 
OF THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT

23 October 2019, Baku

Excellencies,
Distinguished Heads of Delegations,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to warmly welcome all of you in Baku at the Preparatory Ministerial 
Meeting of the 18th Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Non-Aligned 
Movement.

We are extremely encouraged by the level of interest of NAM Member States to attend the 
Baku Summit which gives us a fi rm conviction that the 18th Summit is going to be another 
success story for our Movement.

With Baku Summit Azerbaijan is going to take over the chairmanship of the Non-Aligned 
Movement from Venezuela. Availing myself of this opportunity I would like to congratulate 
the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela for its successful chairmanship of the Movement 
for last three years and express deep appreciation for the valuable efforts of Venezuelan 
Government in promoting the principles and ideals of our Movement.

Excellencies,

As the second largest international political organization after the United Nations, our 
Movement provides a broad and inclusive platform for political consultations and practical 
cooperation.

Throughout its history, NAM has played a fundamental role in strengthening international 
peace and security. The end of Cold War has not diminished the role of our Movement in the 
international relations system, but rather reinforced its signifi cance in light of the growing 
challenges. Today the major task before us must be to activate the role of the Movement for 
making it adequate to new realities in the current geopolitical landscape by promoting and 
upholding its founding principles which continue to be as much valid and relevant as they 
were when incepted.

Ladies and gentlemen,

The Republic of Azerbaijan is the last entrant of the Non-Aligned Movement bas it became 
full-fl edged member of the Movement in May 2011. In only 8 years we have managed to 
gain full confi dence of NAM constituency to be entrusted with the chairmanship of the 
Movement. I take this opportunity to thank all NAM Member States for this great honor and R
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to reiterate our strict adherence to the founding principles of the Movement.  

Azerbaijan pursues an independent foreign policy and is not a party to any military alliance. 
At the same time, we are a rapidly developing country that puts a special emphasis on 
sustainable development, democratization, fostering the respect for human rights and social 
justice.

Excellencies,

One of the priority areas that we will pay utmost attention during our chairmanship is youth 
empowerment. Successful youth policies play an important role in ensuring sustainable 
development of the society. Outcome documents of NAM Summit and Ministerial meetings 
which will be adopted, addressed various aspects of youth policies such as increasing youth 
participation in public administration, addressing their social, education and employment 
problems, as well as more active engagement of youth in achieving the goals and targets of 
the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda.

As a practical measure towards implementation of the objectives set out in those documents, 
Azerbaijan has come up with the initiative to organize the fi rst ever NAM Youth Summit in 
Baku.

The Youth Summit which will be held in parallel to our Meeting tomorrow brings together 
40 outstanding representatives of youth from the Member States of the Movement. As a 
result of the 2-day deliberations they will present recommendations to the 18th Summit of 
Heads of State and Government of NAM. We are confi dent that non-governmental initiative 
of the NAM Youth Network to be established as a result of the Youth Summit will render 
valuable support of the youth to the entire NAM activities.

As most of the NAM Member States are developing countries, advancing economic 
cooperation within the Movement is of utmost importance. Moreover, promoting cooperation 
in such fi elds as energy security, environment, healthcare, labour, and promoting the interests 
of NAM Member States to that end within the United Nations bears great signifi cance.

Azerbaijan has been pioneering and actively participating in regional economic projects and 
initiatives, such as East-West, North-South transport corridors, and is currently working on 
the South-West transport corridor project. Geographic location of many NAM Member States 
along these three corridors can contribute to further development of mutually benefi cial 
cooperation among the Members of the Movement.

Azerbaijan is considered to be one of the world centers of intercultural and inter-religious 
dialogue. With its vast experience and best practices in this fi eld Azerbaijan is keen to 
continue its efforts aimed at preserving and promoting cultural diversity which is one of the 
priorities of our Movement.

Ladies and gentlemen,
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Regretfully the continued occupation of Azerbaijani territories by Armenia continues to 
represent serious threat to regional and international security and undermines the efforts of 
my country to utilize its full potential for sustainable development.

The confl ict with Armenia has resulted in the occupation of one fi fth of the territory of 
Azerbaijan and has made around 1 million internally displaced and refugee. Since the very 
fi rst day of the confl ict, combat operations have been conducted exclusively inside the 
territory of Azerbaijan, almost in the middle of the country, affecting its civilian population 
and infrastructure.

I wish to express the warmest gratitude to all Member States of NAM for their continued 
support to the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan within its internationally recognized borders.

Excellencies,

Chairmanship of Azerbaijan to the Non-Aligned Movement will coincide with the 65th 
anniversary of Bandung Principles (2020) and the 60th anniversary of the establishment of 
NAM (2021). Both anniversaries will provide an excellent momentum for the NAM Member 
States to take stock of the achievements made so far. On our part we commit to sparing 
no effort with a view to contributing to the advancement of the founding principles of the 
Movement.

I wish all of us fruitful deliberations in the course of the Meeting and thank you for your 
attention.

STATEMENT BY FOREIGN MINISTER ELMAR MAMMADYAROV 
AT THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT 

MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE ON PALESTINE

23 October 2019, Baku

Your Excellencies,
Participants of the Conference!
Ladies and gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to welcome all of you in Azerbaijan. 
 
We are pleased to see the growing international support for the State of Palestine. I would 
like to reaffi rm Azerbaijan’s full support to the brotherly people of Palestine in their struggle 
for achieving peace, stability, and sustainable development. Azerbaijan consistently stands 
for the two-state solution of the Israeli-Palestinian confl ict with East Jerusalem as the capital 
of the State of Palestine.
 
A few years ago, with the aim of helping the State of Palestine, Azerbaijan hosted a constituent R
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conference of the Islamic Financial Safety Network and a donor conference in support of 
the development of the city of Jerusalem. In July 2017, an international conference on the 
issue of Jerusalem was held in Azerbaijan with the participation of the UN Committee on the 
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, the United Nations Coordination 
Offi ce for Humanitarian Affairs, the OIC, and various non-governmental and civil society 
organizations. The conference adopted a statement condemning the occupation of East 
Jerusalem and the restrictions imposed on believers performing their prayers in the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque. Today, as always, we stand by the Palestinian people.
 
In November 2018, upon the request of the Palestinian authorities, Azerbaijan hosted the 
Conference of the Ambassadors of the State of Palestine in Asia.
 
As you know, in April 2018, in the capacity of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) Troika, 
Azerbaijan hosted the 18th Mid-term Ministerial Meeting of the NAM, titled “Promotion 
International Peace and Security for Sustainable Development”. Within the framework of 
this event the meeting of NAM Ministerial Committee on Palestine was organized. In the 
Final Baku Declaration were reiterated urgent calls for serious, collective efforts to bring a 
complete end to the violations.
 
The Republic of Azerbaijan always supports Palestinian people in diffi cult times and is 
committed to Islamic solidarity and a vivid example of this support is the allocation of $ 
200,000 to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA) in October 2018.
 
We in Azerbaijan clearly understand the sufferings of Palestinian people as people of 
Azerbaijan also suffer from the occupation of our lands by neighboring Armenia. Therefore, 
our support to the Palestinian people is coming from the bottoms of our hearts.
 
Thank you.

CLOSING REMARKS BY FOREIGN MINISTER ELMAR MAMMADYAROV 
AT THE PREPARATORY MINISTERIAL MEETING OF THE 18TH SUMMIT 

OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT 
OF THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT

24 October 2019, Baku

Excellencies,
Distinguished Heads of Delegations,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have arrived to the end of our work within the Preparatory Ministerial Meeting of the 
18th Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Non-Aligned Movement. I am glad to 
emphasize that we performed an effi cient work and had a very fruitful deliberations during R
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these two days. In this regard, I would like to thank all of you for constructive engagement 
and cooperation.

During the interactive debates we heard interesting interventions and these debates once 
more clearly demonstrated that NAM has an important role in strengthening international 
peace and security. The comprehensive documents which we have agreed upon with you 
contain several crucial aspects in this regard.

Today multilateralism is important than never before and it is our responsibility to protect 
this asset. NAM as a second largest international political organization, after the United 
Nations is defi nitely one of the main driving force of multilateral cooperation. And we are 
proud to take over the chairmanship of this esteemed Movement and contribute to its further 
success. We believe that with this Summit and throughout our chairmanship, together with 
your support we will be able to reinforce the role of the Movement in the international 
relations system. Furthermore, we believe that our chairmanship will be instrumental in 
building framed cooperation with non-members of NAM.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Having said that, I would like to thank all of you once again for your valuable contribution 
to the Outcome Documents and active participation at the interactive debate. I hope Baku 
Summit will always be remembered in the history as one of the most successful summits.

Looking forward to see you all, and distinguished heads of your delegation tomorrow at the 
Summit meeting.

I hereby declare the Preparatory Ministerial Meeting closed.

WORKING VISIT TO THE STATE OF QATAR

3 November 2019

STATEMENT BY FOREIGN MINISTER ELMAR MAMMADYAROV 
AT THE MEETING OF THE ORGANIZATION OF ISLAMIC COOPERATION 

CONTACT GROUP ON SOMALIA

3 November 2019, Doha

As-salamu Aleykum va rahmatullahi va barakatuh
Distinguished Mr. Chairman,
Excellencies, Ladies, and Gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to extend my gratitude to the chairman for the excellent arrangement 
of our meeting and to the State of Qatar for the high-level organization of Contact Group R
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deliberation.

Distinguished Colleagues,

As a fragile state, Somalia remains in dire need of massive help in all areas, notably, capacity 
building, state and institution building, employment creation, poverty alleviation, socio-
economic development, national reconciliation, countering violent extremism and terrorism 
which still poses a grave danger to the country and the region. For Somalia to achieve a 
future of security, governance and governing institution have to remain focused and united 
and avoid unnecessary distractions.

Azerbaijan reiterates it`s full solidarity with Somalia focused on peace and state-building 
process as well as the stabilization of the country, we convey our full support for the Federal 
Government of Somalia. We strongly condemn all acts of terrorism and violent extremism 
perpetrated by the remnant of the Al-Shabaab militants called on the militants to heed reason 
and abandon violence by joining the peacebuilding and reconciliation process.

Mr. Chairman,

We commend the progress made towards achieving reconciliation among Somalis, stability, 
security, economic growth and prosperity, and equitable representation for all women, men 
and the youth in Somalia since the election of President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed.

I would like to express our support to the Federal Government of Somalia in its efforts 
to overcome diffi culties, to achieve reconciliation and to build a secure, stable, united, 
democratic and prosperous nation. 

I would also like to commend the efforts of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation and its 
Member States in contributing to achieving peace and national reconciliation in Somalia and 
mobilizing assistance for the urgent needs of the peoples affected by the humanitarian crisis 
in this country.

Dear friends,

While  supporting  international  peace  and security,  Azerbaijan is still facing continuous 
military aggression by Armenia, which  resulted in the occupation of 20 percent of 
internationally recognized territories of our country, including Nagorno-Karabakh and seven 
adjacent regions. As a result, 1 million Azerbaijanis became refugees and IDPs, numerous 
historical, cultural and religious monuments were destroyed. Since the very fi rst day at the 
confl ict, combat operations have been conducted exclusively inside the territory of Azerbaijan, 
almost in the middle of the country, affecting its civilian population and infrastructure.

Regretfully the continued occupation of Azerbaijani territories by Armenia continues to 
represent a serious threat to regional and international security and undermines the efforts of 
my country to utilize its full potential for sustainable development.
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Mr. Chairman,

We are gravely concerned that the humanitarian situation continues to deteriorate in Somalia. 
Climate change is leading to frequent droughts in Somalia- forcing people to leave their homes 
almost every two years.  Azerbaijan responded to the appeals of the respective governments 
and international organizations to provide urgent aid aimed at addressing the humanitarian 
crisis in the Horn of Africa, including Somalia – the worst-affected country in the region. 
In 2012 the Eurasian Regional Centre of ICYF which is OIC affi liated institution hosted in 
the capital of Azerbaijan conducted with the support of Azerbaijani Government a charity 
campaign which resulted in providing 1-month food security for victims of the Somalian 
drought. Azerbaijan’s ADA University also provides fully covered scholarship education 
for young Somali professionals in the fi elds important for strengthening state-building. It 
is important that the international community continues supporting Somalia. At the same 
time, all parties must allow unimpeded humanitarian access and refrain from actions which 
threaten the safety of the local population and those assisting them. There is also a need to 
redouble efforts to fi nd long-term solutions for refugees and internally displaced people in 
Somalia. Azerbaijan is ready to continue its support to those in need in Somalia and other 
countries of the region.

I wish all of us fruitful deliberation in the course of the meeting and thank you for your 
attention.

WORKING VISIT TO THE KINGDOM OF SWEDEN

5 November 2019

List of meetings held during the working visit:
 Meeting with Foreign Minister of Ukraine Vadym Prystaiko
 Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Sweden Ann Linde

POINTS RAISED BY FOREIGN MINISTER ELMAR MAMMADYAROV 
AT HIGH-LEVEL MINISTERIAL SEMINAR ON 

“A NEW POLITICAL VISION FOR EASTERN PARTNERSHIP”

5 November 2019, Stockholm

It is a welcome step that EU revised its Neighborhood Policy by abandoning the “one-size 
fi ts all” approach. It tried to add the concept of differentiation and tailored-made partnership, 
which should be based on the needs and aspirations of countries. Their own choices. Not the 
choice of the EU. Now Azerbaijan expects EU to pursue multiple tracks of differentiation in 
order to realize its own distinguished and differentiated agenda with the EU. This is how we 
see the future process of EaP.
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Each partner may have different development strategies and visions which are infl uenced 
by their resources for economic growth, geostrategic locations and regional challenges. For 
example, Azerbaijan is the biggest investor in the EU amongst EaP partners but it has never 
claimed the status of “front-runner” in EaP.    

Universal values that we cherish will defi nitely remain on our agenda. A country can’t call 
itself democratic when it occupies 20% of territories of other country and more than 1 million 
people become refugee and IDP.

EaP structured dialogue is a timely exercise. But here, EU must better listen to partner 
countries if it wants EaP process to be attractive and alive. Security cooperation will be 
likely a prominent dimension in our mutual dialogue with the EU. Azerbaijan is a gateway 
for Europe to wider Caspian Sea and Central Asia for identifying and scaling up its efforts in 
addressing security challenges arising from hybrid threats, such as cybersecurity, the security 
of energy infrastructure, as well as preventing and countering radicalization, unresolved 
confl icts, violent extremism and terrorism.     

Upholding the principles of international law and rule-based global order is the best way to 
tackle challenges and remove security bottlenecks across the region. But in order to make EaP 
resilient and responsive to emerging threats, we need to deliver on the bedrock commitments 
of EaP. 10 years ago in Prague, we adopted Joint Declaration giving birth to EaP. There, 
we unanimously agreed that EAP would be based on commitments to the principles of 
international law. We cannot afford tolerating anymore of occupation and abuse of the core 
principles of EaP. Armenia not only maintains the occupation of territories of Azerbaijan, but 
both in words and deeds derails the process and sabotages the efforts of fi nding the soonest 
peaceful settlement of the confl ict. İn 2013, European Parliament adopted the resolution 
on European Neighbourhood Policy, which prescribes that “the occupation by one country 
of EaP of the territories of another  violates the fundamental principles and objectives of 
EaP and that the resolution of Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno Karabakh confl ict should 
comply with UN Security Council Resolutions 822, 853, 874, 884 of 1993. Moreover, in its 
annual implementation reports of Common Foreign and Security Policy the EP consistently 
reiterates the EU’s commitment to the territorial integrity of all EaP countries within its 
internationally recognized borders. So, if the agenda of the next decade of EaP doesn’t have 
a strong security component, there will be less of value-added in the process for Azerbaijan.

So, in light of mentioned points, it is necessary to state that Azerbaijan is in the moment of 
refl ection about what EaP gave and where it is going; what the next decade of EaP can bring; 
how attractive its instrument or mechanism will be for Azerbaijan; how a structured dialogue 
can be different from the previous kind of dialogue; will there be more commitments or 
real, tangible opportunities. It is absolutely obvious that we ask such questions and take a 
time to refl ect on what the value-added was of EaP for Azerbaijan’s relations with EU for 
the past 10 years. We hear various ideas, including some thoughts about expanding EaP or 
creating its institutional framework. Azerbaijan prefers the one-at-a-time approach. We must 
be pragmatic and to some extent realistic.

Azerbaijan is often associated with oil and natural gas. I will try to bring a new element of R
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the importance of our energy resources. First, because our natural gas is a much cleaner 
molecule of a fossil fuel than a pollutant coal. Second because our natural gas can serve 
as a perfect transition fuel for EU in its campaign to become more green, more energy-
effi cient. It is also about climate policy objectives. So, our gas pipeline to EU is a direct 
contributor to EU’s climate policy goals. See, it is both trade, connectivity (infrastructure), 
and environment issue.

Connectivity should be a driver for multilateral cooperation in EaP. Today it is a source of 
stability and instrument for strengthening resilience in partner countries. This topic attracts 
attention, investments, fi nancial institutions, private sector. And this is about trade. A creative 
trade. Not protectionism. The launch of an international multi-stakeholder initiative - Europa 
Connectivity Forum by the EU pinpoints the critical role of Azerbaijan and countries en 
route in achieving wider objectives of connectivity across continents.

Perhaps Azerbaijan is not a big market for EU. So there is not much of competition coming 
from Azerbaijan to EU companies. But it is the economy and market which has elevated 
contracts with foreign investors into the status of national law. Investors are comfortable 
about their capital and business in Azerbaijan. We are proud that we respect the contracts. 
We have a high degree of sanctity of contracts. We succeeded in so doing back in 1994 with 
the Contact of the Century, when we opened up to the world with our natural resources. We 
will do so again in the new era of putting our country on the map of Eurasia as a logistics 
hub. Where else in EU or in EaP region can a foreign investor come and enjoy the same 
liberal fi scal / investment regime for 30-40 years? This is pretty a long time. This is a big 
commitment. It also requires a political will. Stability is essential. Everybody can gain. 
Azerbaijan is an investor-friendly country. Not a coincidence that many EU businesses and 
investors choose Azerbaijan for that purpose. In fact, EU is our number-one trading and 
investment partner.

Certainly, physical interconnections are not self-suffi cient, it is equally important to 
render them commercially viable. For this purpose, Azerbaijan works on tariff unifi cation 
with Central Asian countries to ensure increased trade through Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway 
connection. We appreciate EU’s statement of support to this regional backbone project and 
its perspective for future links with EU countries. It is not a surprise that several big logistics 
companies from Austria, Germany, Hungary and other EU countries are keen to participate 
with us in using this BTK railway to transport goods between Asia and Europe.

In his recent visit to Azerbaijan, President Tusk confi rmed that impressive steps have been 
taken to transform Azerbaijan into a transport and logistics hub and hailed the country’s 
ambition also to its northern and southern neighbours. This is how we put our name on the 
map – Azerbaijan not only as enabler of a multi-billion Southern Gas Corridor, but also as a 
promoter of several trade corridors between Europe and different parts of Asia.

However, we don’t stop there; we are materializing the prerequisites for more investments by 
ensuring fi scal, economic, social and environmental stability in the country. Not surprisingly, 
2020 World Bank Doing Business Report positioned Azerbaijan on the 9th rank for starting 
business and 1st for access to credit/fi nance. R
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SME development is likely to remain the cornerstone of our cooperation for boosting the 
sustainable economic development and welfare of our citizens. Targeted economic reforms, 
on improving the business climate, including limited price control, lifting restrictions on 
repatriation of profi ts and technology transfer, setting no discrimination between national 
and foreign investors, no foreign exchange restrictions and the absence of prior authorization 
of foreign investments create SME-friendly environment in Azerbaijan.

The EU support of small family businesses in the regions with close collaboration with 
“ABAD” Public Entity seeks to enhance local capacity building in rural areas fosters the 
formation of modern and sustainable business models in Azerbaijan. As these reforms start 
to deliver, the gap between the existing labour force and business requirements deserves high 
attention. Hence, we would welcome the EU increased support on strengthening vocational 
education and talent portfolio of labour force in the years ahead.

Our priority is to diversify away from oil and gas, and in doing so, to invest more in tourism, 
SME development, logistics, high-tech, and agriculture.

Digitalization of the economy is at full pace with the introduction of Digital Trade Hub which 
represents a huge pool of untapped potential of harmonization of digital markets in EaP. EU 
businesses acknowledged the effectiveness of ASAN which envisages the centralization of 
digital services and complete integration of all state agencies’ information systems into a 
single electronic platform. On the other, ongoing reforms in this sector by default improves 
good governance which serves to preconditions of citizens’ trust in the state.     
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WORKING VISIT TO THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY

9 November 2019

SPEECH BY FOREIGN MINISTER ELMAR MAMMADYAROV 
AT THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

OF THE ECONOMIC COOPERATION ORGANISATION

9 November 2019, Antalya

Dear Colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to greet all participants and express my utmost gratitude to our dear 
host, my brother Mevlut Çavuşoğlu and his devoted team from Turkey’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs for having all of us here in beautiful Antalya. I hope our meeting will produce interesting 
exchange of opinions on where we stand and where we should be going during the near future.

I also would like to use this opportunity to convey our gratitude to the ECO Member States and 
Secretary General for their participation at the 18th Summit of the Non-Alignment Movement 
recently held in Baku, Azerbaijan. It was the success, and I am proud we did it also as ECO. 
NAM Summit also served as a high platform for us to connect to the bigger world out there. 
Next three years of our chairmanship in NAM will be very important not only for us, but also 
for all of us - ECO member states. Therefore ECO should use it for own benefi t. Economic 
dimension of our NAM chairmanship will be of special importance, therefore I call all of you 
to support our chairmanship and think about ideas and proposals to work out priorities. Our 
cooperation and synergy with G77 will be also very important, as Azerbaijan just became its 
member most recently.

As we always reiterate at our ministerial meetings, Azerbaijan considers ECO as one of the 
important platforms of regional cooperation in our bigger neighbourhood. We certainly attach 
a high importance to a further development of economic and trade ties. We do so politically, 
because this is our political will.

By having a strong political will, we should emphasise that goal-oriented projects and practical 
results should be the priority within the Organisation. In our view, there is a need to short-list 
priority areas for cooperation based on the measurable results and comparative advantages of 
the region. Trade, transportation, agriculture, information and communication technologies 
and tourism are areas of our primary interest of cooperation and any initiatives and projects 
within ECO can serve the idea of a deeper regional interaction.

Through active participation in regional and inter-regional initiatives, Azerbaijan has always 
provided its support to various economic cooperation efforts in the region and beyond. In this 
context, I would like to stress the importance that our country gives to cooperation activities 
within ECO and the development of trade and cooperation in the region.R
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Being a land-locked country, Azerbaijan strives to fulfi l our transit and trade potential by 
transforming the transportation services into one of the key comparative advantages of our 
economy. With this in mind, Azerbaijan diversifi es and modernizes its transport infrastructure, 
which will serve to the interconnection of the Trans-European and Trans-Asian railway 
networks. The backbone railway line Baku-Tbilisi-Kars, which already attracts the attention of 
several Chinese and European logistics companies, New International Sea Trade Port, along 
with an ambitious investor-friendly Free Economic Zone concept, East-West Trans-Caspian 
International Transport Route as the Middle Corridor for China-led Belt and Road Initiative, 
Lapis Lazuli trade route with its aim to unlock the potential of Afghanistan, as well as North-
South and South-West trade corridors are the key infrastructure projects directed toward 
increasing transit capacity of the entire ECO region. If you just visualise the map of these 
routes, you can see a whole inter-connected web of trade arteries and capillars across our 
region. This is our living ambition of trade facilitation.

Another area of cooperation with great potential in ECO region is in the fi eld of information-
communication technologies. Azerbaijan cooperates with Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan to 
implement Trans-Caspian fi ber-optic cable connection to build broadband connectivity in a 
bid to put our countries’ names on the Eurasian ICT map. In doing so, we will actually further 
contribute to UN’s bridging the digital divide initiative. That also will help to digitalise trade 
across the ECO region.

This brings me to a point which links trade with ICT. We need to come up with projects that 
may also give rise to an e-trade hub concept across the region. Here, I would like to note that 
one of possible joint projects, which could be implemented in the framework of ECO, is the 
digitalisation of trade. This can attract more trade volumes. We could jointly promote such 
e-trade platforms with our partners in the region. In today’s world, you don’t just wait until 
someone sends a containers or a wagon. We need to think creative and connect to the best 
available technologies or applications which maximise trade. Today, online trading platforms 
in fact have more trade volumes than our state companies trying to transport goods in a 
conventional manner. So, maybe we really should look deeper into opportunities which may 
lie in our cooperation format with ASEAN.

In the fi eld of agriculture, Azerbaijan and other ECO Member States have made signifi cant 
progress. Nevertheless, I believe that cooperation should be further enhanced in this area. With 
this in mind, Azerbaijan proposed to hold the 6th Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture of ECO 
on December 3-4 this year. We are looking forward to see high-level delegations from your 
countries at this important ministerial event in Baku.

Next is tourism. Cooperation in the fi eld of tourism is important in terms of people-to-people 
contacts. We also consider tourism projects within ECO as a means of facilitator of people to 
people contacts.

Furthermore, we also appreciate ECO’s ongoing unwavering endeavours to mainstream 
the sustainable energy and energy-environment nexus in its regional energy agenda in line 
with “ECO Vision 2025” and UN 2030 Agenda. We reckon that this regional focus could 
unlock ECO Region’s cooperation opportunities in renewables and energy effi ciency. The R
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establishment of ECO Clean Energy Centre could fi t in well with these trends. And please, 
let’s not forget natural gas, because it actually is a clean fossil fuel and can act as a “transition 
fuel” in our economies as we try to move to better energy-effi cient solutions.

“ECO Vision 2025” document, which was adopted in 2017, should enrich ECO economic 
and social agenda and set the strategic direction of the Organization for the coming decade. 
Azerbaijan supports this reforming process via joint efforts that can enhance effi ciency of 
current institutions and provide a possibility for further development of ECO.

ECO has to keep pace of current realities. Having said that, it is important to underline the 
existence of need to revise the activity of the organization, estimate the value added so far 
by relevant ECO bodies. We should strengthen the capacity of the organization as a project 
oriented and more visible regional player. Program or project orientation may help in enhancing 
cooperation between the member states, as well as in economic and social development of the 
region. We look forward to come to concrete results and adopt documents to be laid at the base 
of future reforms.

Along with the economic cooperation Azerbaijan attaches an importance to the cooperation in 
other spheres as well. We have signed and ratifi ed the Statue of the ECO Regional Centre for 
Cooperation of Anti-Corruption Agencies and Ombudsmen (RCCACO) recently in 2019.

ECO constituency is a friendly family for Azerbaijan. We highly value our history-long 
relations.

Of course, as we all have to admit that as it is refl ected in our Antalya Communiqué, existing 
unresolved confl icts in the ECO region, including Armenia-Azerbaijan confl ict, prevent our 
full fl edge cooperation.

Challenging realities on the ground must be fi xed, so to allow greater cooperation between our 
countries.

There is also another important provision in our communiqué, which mentions the importance 
of withstanding other pressures in the region, including common threats and pertinent confl icts.

Unfortunately this is not just a political refl ection of the reality, but as well the pressing issue of 
forgone economic opportunities for our region. For example, if it were not for the occupation 
of our territories by Armenia, this country would have a direct swift railway link with Iran 
through Nakhchivan.

They are and should even more be grounded on the principles of solidarity. No regional 
economic cooperation is possible if political and military challenges, including the cases of 
occupation and illegal activities in the occupied territories are not removed. That’s why what 
the Declaration of Islamabad Summit of 2017 emphasized in respect to this very issue should 
be streamlined in ECO Member States own national and regional activities.

Thank you.R
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JOINT PRESS CONFERENCE OF FOREIGN MINISTER ELMAR MAMMADYAROV 
AND FOREIGN MINISTER OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION SERGEY LAVROV

3 December 2019, Baku 

Foreign  Minister  Elmar  Mammadyarov: Dear Russian journalists, welcome to 
Azerbaijan! We are very glad to see you in Baku. Come more often, not always with an 
offi cial visit, you can come as tourists and enjoy traditional Azerbaijani hospitality.

As you know, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation Sergey Viktorovich 
Lavrov is on an offi cial visit to Baku.

Very active discussions took place yesterday with President of Azerbaijan Mr. Ilham Aliyev. 
Today we had a tête-à-tête conversation, then meeting in a wider format. We signed the Plan 
of consultations between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan and 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation for 2020.

In general, I can say that the whole range of issues was discussed. We have an understanding 
that relations  between Azerbaijan and Russia are an excellent example of strategic 
cooperation, and the natural basis for this is laid by constant contacts and exchanges of 
visits at the level of Heads of State. Only this year, Mr. President Ilham Aliyev has been to 
Russia twice, met with Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin. You know that the visit of the First 
Vice-President of Azerbaijan Mrs. Mehriban Aliyeva to the Russian Federation just recently 
ended. There she met with the Head of State, the Prime Minister, and the Speaker of the 
Upper House of Parliament. This visit was very eventful and interesting.

I can say that between our two countries there is, of course, a very large and solid treaty and 
legal basis; it is built primarily on the main Treaty on Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual 
Security of July 3, 1997, the Declaration on Friendship and Strategic Partnership of 3 July, 
2008. The State Border Treaty of 2010 also plays a very important role in our bilateral 
relations.

In economics, I can say that turnover between Azerbaijan and Russia is growing; at the 
moment it has already exceeded $ 2.5 billion. The expectation is that the year will end with 
a level of about three billion. In principle, Azerbaijan is the main trading partner of Russia in 
the South Caucasus region. Azerbaijan covers 45% of the total turnover with three countries 
of the South Caucasus for 9 months. For its part, Russia ranks fi rst in non-oil exports of 
Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan’s investments in Russia amount to 1.2 billion dollars, Russia’s in 
Azerbaijan – 4.9 billion, of which about 4 billion in the oil sector and approximately 1 billion 
in non-oil one.

We discussed international issues. The issue of settlement of the Armenia-Azerbaijan 
Nagorno-Karabakh confl ict was discussed in great detail. We’ve considered all the latest 
developments in this direction. Well, of course, this issue is a very broad and serious topic 
both in the bilateral format with Russia and in the multilateral one, since Russia is the co- R
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chair of the OSCE Minsk Group. We are absolutely sure that it is necessary to move on, 
because the state that exists now – neither war nor peace – it doesn’t lead anywhere.

The achievement of peace is rather complicated; most likely, it is necessary, and rightly, a 
step-by-step approach to clear the negotiating table of aggravating elements. First of all, 
it is necessary that the armed forces go back to the barracks, and not be in the fi elds. And 
of course, this will open up opportunities for the return of internally displaced persons, 
refugees, unlock economic opportunities, unlock roads and mutual exchanges. The logic is 
that a settlement should go further in the context of the fact that this cooperation should lead 
to prosperity. This is also on the agenda of our dialogue with Russia.

The growth of the tourist fl ow from Russia to Azerbaijan this year is approaching a million, 
and this makes us happy. The more guests from Russia, it means our better bilateral cooperation.

Thank you for attention!

Q&A session:

Question (“Sputnik” news agency): On the sidelines of the upcoming OSCE Ministerial 
Council in Bratislava, it is planned to hold your meeting with the Armenian Foreign Minister. 
What are your expectations for the upcoming meeting? Will any joint statement be made on 
its outcome?

Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov: Thank you so much. Tomorrow we will meet 
with the Foreign Minister of Armenia in Bratislava. Expectations are such that we will move. 
We must do our best to move forward. Otherwise, the current status quo situation does not 
suit anyone. The Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group themselves have repeatedly said that 
they are not satisfi ed with the status quo, they note it in almost all of their statements and 
comments. And in fact, we understand that we need to approach this issue.

Yes, there are certain problems. I suppose, yesterday, my colleague said that he would 
discuss status and security. With regard to status, here the approaches are known. It is about 
the entire population of Karabakh, about the fact that Azerbaijani refugees need to return to 
a normal lifestyle. We need contacts, and then an atmosphere of trust would be created.

As for security, the question on the agenda is what security is in our understanding and in 
the understanding of the Armenian side. There are many examples in this case. There is a 
decision of the 1994 Budapest OSCE Summit on the peacekeeping operation, there is an 
understanding that I repeat, fi rst of all, it is necessary to return the army to the barracks so 
that conditions for faster creation of an atmosphere of trust appear. Security is important 
for Azerbaijan also. And if the Armenian side raises the issue of security of the Armenian 
population of Karabakh, then the Azerbaijani side always raises the issue of security of the 
Azerbaijani population of Karabakh.

This will happen sooner or later, internally displaced persons will return to their places of 
permanent residence: fi rstly at fi ve, then another two – total to all seven districts outside R
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Nagorno-Karabakh, and at the fi nal stage, when it becomes possible, the return of the 
Azerbaijani community of Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan. Co-chairs of the OSCE 
Minsk Group should prepare a report on assessing the situation and resolving the security 
issue. Again, substantive negotiations are needed for this, and I hope that tomorrow a new 
phase will be opened in substantive negotiations.

WORKING VISIT TO THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC

5 – 6 December 2019

List of meetings held during the working visit:
 Meeting with Deputy Foreign Minister of the Republic of Finland Matti Anttonen
 Meeting with the EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus and the crisis in 

Georgia Toivo Klaar
 Meeting with Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade of Ireland Simon Coveney
 Meeting with President of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly George Tsereteli and 

Secretary General of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly Roberto Montella

STATEMENT BY FOREIGN MINISTER ELMAR MAMMADYAROV 
AT THE 26TH MINISTERIAL COUNCIL OF THE OSCE

5 December 2019, Bratislava

At the outset, I would like to congratulate H.E. Mr. Miroslav Lajčák, the Chairperson-in- 
Offi ce of the OSCE for excellent organization of the 26th Meeting of the OSCE Ministerial 
Council. I also wish every success to my Albanian colleague, who takes the helm of OSCE 
Chairmanship in 2020.

Taking this opportunity, I would like to express our gratitude to the Slovak Chairmanship 
for inviting the Cooperation Council of Turkic Speaking States to the OSCE Ministerial 
Meeting, as a guest. We fi rmly believe that active participation of the Turkic Council, as a 
comprehensive regional cooperation mechanism, in the work of the OSCE will contribute to 
the attainment of common goals shared by the two organizations.

Dear colleagues,

We have collectively recognized that non-compliance with international law and OSCE 
norms and principles lies behind the immediate causes of confl icts and ongoing crisis of pan-
European security architecture. In this regard, I join the appeal of Chairman-in-Offi ce Lajčák 
that the OSCE’s principles and commitments are not open for re-negotiation and must remain 
at the core of our work to prevent confl ict and foster stability for people throughout the 
OSCE area. Unconditional respect for the principles enshrined in the core OSCE documents 
starting from the Helsinki Final Act, without any exception, double standards, geographic or R
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any other preferences must be restored. Until these double standards exist, OSCE will be far 
from being an effective mechanism of confl ict prevention and resolution, no matter how often 
we pledge or adopt decisions to this end. I urge the incoming OSCE Chairmanships to work 
with participating States towards applying equally the OSCE principles and commitments 
to all armed confl icts in OSCE area. Azerbaijan also expects the mediators to support this 
objective as a basis for the resolution of confl icts and to act strictly in accordance with their 
respective mandates.

Unresolved confl icts in the territories of Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine pose a 
serious threat to peace and security. All these confl icts, without exception, must be resolved 
exclusively on the basis of the norms and principles of international law, as enshrined in the 
Helsinki Final Act, in full respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the affected 
States within their internationally recognized borders.

Unfortunately, since the last Ministerial Meeting in Milan, I cannot report to the Council 
any tangible progress towards the resolution of the Armenia-Azerbaijan confl ict. Relatively 
calm situation along the front line did not translate into progress in confl ict resolution that 
would allow moving beyond the current status-quo of occupation, which Minsk Group Co-
Chairmen themselves called unsustainable and unacceptable.

As a consequence of the occupation of Azerbaijani territories, hundreds of thousands of IDPs 
remain expelled from their homes due to the ethnic cleansing policy. In this context, I wish 
to highlight the case of the two of them- Dilgam Askerov and Shahbaz Guliyev, who were 
taken hostage by Armenia and subjected to torture and other degrading treatment. Armenia 
stubbornly rejects to release them, even on the basis of “all for all” principle.

Over the past year we have witnessed consistent attempts by the leadership of Armenia to 
derail the peace process by resorting to provocative statements and actions. The statement 
by Armenia’s Prime Minister that “Karabakh is Armenia. Period” runs counter to the very 
concept of a peaceful settlement and should be resolutely condemned.

The attempt by Armenia to change the format of negotiations established by the collectively 
agreed OSCE documents, in particular the Decision of the First Additional Meeting of the 
CSCE Council of 24 March 1992 remains an open challenge to the peace process. These 
documents unequivocally establish that Armenia and Azerbaijan are the two parties to the 
confl ict, while the Azerbaijani and Armenian communities of the Nagorno-Karabakh region 
of Azerbaijan are the two interested parties. Attempts to portray the Armenian community 
as “the people of Nagorno-Karabakh” deny the very existence of the indigenous Azerbaijani 
community of the region and question their inalienable right to be part of a process of 
deciding the future of the region. Such a position aims at legitimizing the results of the 
ethnic cleansing, and openly contradicts the philosophy of international human rights law 
that all human rights are universal, indivisible, interrelated and interdependent and no one 
can claim for an individual or collective right at the expense of rights and freedoms of 
others.

Armenia continues to engage and facilitate illegal economic and other activities in the R
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occupied territories aimed at changing physical, cultural and demographic character of those 
territories. According to the Global Militarization Index, Armenia is the most militarized 
state in the OSCE area and ranks the third globally. Armenia spends more from its GDP for 
military purposes than any other OSCE participating State to sustain the occupation of the 
Azerbaijani territories. Its illegal military activities and build-up in the occupied territories 
of Azerbaijan are obstacles to the settlement of the confl ict and remain a source of instability 
in the region.

Since the last Ministerial Council, we have only managed to agree and implement certain 
measures in humanitarian sphere, like mutual visits of journalists from Armenia and 
Azerbaijan that took place two weeks ago. However, such moves cannot produce any tangible 
result, if the political process remains stagnated. They cannot be a substitute to substantive 
negotiation process.

The position of Azerbaijan towards the resolution of the confl ict is consistent and is refl ected 
in the Memorandum that was distributed among participating States at this Ministerial 
Council (SEC.DEL/575/19). Let me remind, that the confl ict resolution process is based 
on a step-by-step approach. This approach has no alternative because it is based on the 
related UN Security Council resolutions and the OSCE decisions, in particular the Budapest 
Summit decision of 1994, which form the only legal framework for a political settlement of 
the confl ict.

The fi rst step shall be the elimination of the major consequences of the confl ict, thus ensuring 
immediate, complete and unconditional withdrawal of the armed forces of Armenia from the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region and other occupied territories of Azerbaijan, to be followed by 
the return of the displaced Azerbaijani population to their homes and properties in safety 
and dignity, including into the Nagorno-Karabakh region, opening of all communications in 
the region for mutual use and rehabilitation and economic development of these territories.

Withdrawal of Armenian troops from Azerbaijani lands will provide a good opportunity to 
elaborate and defi ne the status of self-rule for the population of the Nagorno-Karabakh region 
within Azerbaijan, in accordance with the Constitution and legislation of Azerbaijan. Such a 
status must ensure peaceful coexistence of the Armenian and Azerbaijani communities of the 
region and guarantee full enjoyment by all of human rights and fundamental freedoms on an 
equal and non-discriminatory basis.

The defi nition of the status shall take place in peaceful conditions through a legitimate process 
with direct, full and equal participation of the population of the Nagorno-Karabakh region 
of Azerbaijan, namely, the Armenian and Azerbaijani communities, and in their interaction 
with the Government of Azerbaijan exclusively in the framework of the Constitution of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan.

Armenia’s persistent attempt to put forward the issue of status is contrary to the decisions 
of OSCE endorsed by the UN Security Council resolutions and essentially is a blow to the 
peace process and to the mandate of the Minsk Group Co-Chairmen.
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The resolution of the confl ict is possible only on the basis of the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Azerbaijan within its internationally recognized borders. The military occupation 
of the territory of Azerbaijan does not represent a solution and will never produce a political 
outcome desired by Armenia.

Azerbaijan remains committed to the confl ict settlement process based on this understanding.

Thank you.

OFFICIAL VISIT TO THE REPUBLIC OF LATVIA

12 – 13 December 2019

List of meetings held during the offi cial visit:
 Meeting with Director of National Library of the Republic of Latvia Andris Wilks 
 Meeting with Foreign Minister of the Republic Latvia Edgars Rinkēvičs
 Meeting with President of the Republic of Latvia H.E. Mr. Egils Levits
 Meeting with Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Decence of the Republic of 

Latvia Artis Pabriks
 Meeting with Speaker of the Saeima (Parliament) of the Republic of Latvia Mrs. 

Ināra Mūrniece

On December 12, 2019 Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan Elmar 
Mammadyarov left for a offi cial visit to Latvia.

During his offi cial visit to Latvia Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Edgars 
Rinkēvičs, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Latvia.

At the meeting the sides expressed their satisfaction with the current level of Azerbaijan-
Latvia relationship and had a broad exchange of views on future development perspectives 
between two countries. The sides discussed the issues of bilateral cooperation in economic, 
trade, cultural, education and other areas, as well as agreed to hold the next meeting of the 
Joint Inter-Governmental Commission on Cooperation between the Republic of Azerbaijan 
and the Republic of Latvia. 

Noting the fruitful bilateral and multilateral cooperation between Azerbaijan and Latvia, 
including within the international and regional organizations, as well as the European Union, 
Minister Elmar Mammadyarov added that two countries have a great potential to further the 
relations in political, economic, education, agriculture and other fi elds.

Minister Elmar Mammadyarov informed his Latvian counterpart about the latest status of the 
negotiation process on the settlement of the Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh confl ict 
and emphasized that Azerbaijan highly appreciates the support of Latvia for the just position 
of our country on the resolution of the confl ict in the bilateral and multilateral formats.
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Edgars Rinkēvičs said that Latvia supports the 
peaceful resolution of the confl ict based on 
principles of international law, especially those 
of territorial integrity and sovereignty of states.

Within his offi cial visit to Latvia, Foreign 
Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with H.E. 
Mr. Egils Levits, President of the Republic of 
Latvia. At the meeting, Elmar Mammadyarov 
conveyed the sincere greetings of the President 

of the Republic of Azerbaijan, H.E Mr. Ilham Aliyev to H.E. Mr. Egils Levits, President of 
the Republic of Latvia. The Latvian President also asked to convey his greetings and the 
most sincere wishes to H.E Mr. Ilham Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

The sides also exchanged their views on the current issues of international agenda, as well as 
the situations in the relevant regions. In this context, Minister Elmar Mammadyarov informed 
the Latvian President H.E. Mr. Egils Levits about the latest situation of the negotiation 
process on Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh confl ict.

President Egils Levits stressed the importance of ensuring the principle of territorial integrity 
of states and noted that his country always supports the resolution of the confl icts based on 
this principle.

On the same day, Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of Defense of the Republic of Latvia, Artis Pabriks.

At the meeting the sides discussed the existing and future perspectives of cooperation 
between two countries both in bilateral and multilateral formats. After the meeting the 
Minister Elmar Mammadyarov visited the Occupation Museum of Latvia and got acquainted 
with the materials and exponents of the Museum.

On December 13, 2019 Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov met with the Speaker of the 
Saeima (Parliament) of the Republic of Latvia, Mrs. Ināra Mūrniece. During the meeting, the 
sides commended the successful cooperation between the parliaments of Azerbaijan-Latvia 
and exchanged views on future partnership perspectives.

At the meeting, cooperation opportunities between the regional cooperation of the Baltic States 
and Cooperation Council of Turkic-Speaking States was also discussed. Drawing attention 
to Azerbaijan’s cooperation with NATO, Mrs. Ināra Mūrniece noted with satisfaction the 
signifi cant contribution of Azerbaijan to the NATO’s Resolute Support Mission.

Successful cooperation not only in bilateral platform, but also within international 
organizations between Azerbaijan and Latvia was also mentioned at the meeting.

The Speaker of the Saeima of Latvia said that the Eastern Partnership initiative is one of 
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the key priorities of the foreign policy of Latvia, and her country supports comprehensive 
cooperation with Azerbaijan in this regard.

WORKING VISIT TO GEORGIA

23 December 2019

List of meetings held during the working visit:
 Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia David Zalkaliani
 Meeting with Chairperson of the Georgian Parliament Archil Talakvadze
 Meeting with Prime Minister of Georgia Giorgi Gakharia
 Meeting  with  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of the Republic of Turkey 

Mevlüt  Çavuşoğlu

TBILISI STATEMENT
 

Eighth Trilateral Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan, Georgia and the Republic of Turkey

23 December 2019, Tbilisi

At the invitation of H.E. David Zalkaliani, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia and with 
participation of H.E. Elmar Mаmmаdyarov, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan and H.E. Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Turkey, the Eighth Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the three countries was 
held in Tbilisi, Georgia, on December 23, 2019.

The Ministers,

Emphasized their commitment to the Trabzon Declaration, the Batumi Joint Communiqué, 
the Ganja, Kars, Tbilisi, Baku and Istanbul Statements adopted in the previous Trilateral 
Meetings of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, as an important platform for both political 
dialogue and implementation of specifi c trilateral projects; 

Expressed their satisfaction with the growing bilateral and trilateral cooperation among their 
countries and reaffi rmed their strong commitment for further enhancing their collaboration 
based on the strategic partnership, good neighborliness, mutual respect and trust;

Reconfi rmed the mutual respect and strong support for the sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and inviolability of internationally recognized borders of the three states;

In this regard, underscored that the existing confl icts in the region undermine peace, security, 
stability and economic development, thus status quo is neither sustainable nor acceptable, 
and require peaceful settlement without delay;R
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Reiterated the utmost importance of the lasting peaceful settlement of the confl ict in the 
Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia and the confl ict in and 
around Nagorno-Karabakh region of the Republic of Azerbaijan on the basis of universally 
recognized principles and norms of international law, particularly, sovereignty, territorial 
integrity and inviolability of the internationally recognized borders of states, as well as 
in accordance with relevant resolutions and decisions of the UN, the OSCE and the CoE; 
underscored the necessity of safe and dignifi ed return of the refugees and internally displaced 
persons to their places of origin; 

Reaffi rmed the importance of trilateral cooperation in the defense sphere, emphasized by the 
MOU on Defense Cooperation of 2018 and underlined the necessity of further cooperation in 
defense industry, trilateral trainings, exercises and high level meetings. Therein, welcomed 
the Trilateral Meeting of Ministers of Defense in Gabala, on June 12, 2019;

Agreed to further strengthen economic-trade cooperation, to use the existing potential 
for promotion of investments and trade, as well as to support promotion of cooperation 
by implementing the joint projects and programs in the fi eld of energy, transport, 
telecommunication, innovation, technology, industry, agriculture, tourism and environment;

Reaffi rmed their determination of maintaining and further deepening interaction for the 
realization of energy projects of Southern Corridor, including joint promotion of the projects 
at the international level;

Expressed readiness to strengthen cooperation in the energy fi eld and decided to encourage 
holding trilateral meetings of the ministers responsible for the energy sector;

Highlighted the importance of strengthening cooperation on the mutual experience sharing 
and the development of joint projects in the fi eld of the electricity among relevant corporations 
of the three countries and emphasized importance of creation of trilateral electric-power 
market with the aim to improve cooperation in electricity sector;

Underlined the strategic partnership in the fi eld of energy and reaffi rmed their full support 
for TANAP, other important components of the Southern Gas Corridor (SGC), as well as 
for energy projects aimed at increasing volumes of natural gas transported from the Caspian 
region to Europe, while highlighting the role of Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey in assuring 
successful completion and functioning of those projects. In this regard, welcomed the Trans 
Anatolian Pipeline (TANAP) Inauguration Ceremony for European Connection held in 
Ipsala, Edirne on November 30, 2019;

Stressed the signifi cant steps taken to strengthen the transit potential of the three countries 
situated on key international transit corridors, including the Trans Caspian East-West Middle 
Corridor, railway-based multimodal transportation corridor passing through Azerbaijan, 
Georgia and Turkey, as well as the efforts to integrate into the international transit system. 
Pointed out the importance of further enhancement of cooperation for implementation of 
new projects for development of hard and soft infrastructure, particularly digitalization of 
transport corridors to increase the transit potential; R
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Highlighting the key role of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars (BTK) Railway and Marmaray project as 
a part of Iron Silk Road in facilitating competitive transportation between Asia and Europe 
In this regard, underlined the urgency to accelerate full completion of the BTK project 
for comprehensive operationalization, as well as to increase the volume of cargo and to 
start passengers transportation and to fi nalize the works for increasing the line capacity and 
eliminating the infrastructural and facility shortages in order to strengthen BTK Railway and 
Iron Silk Road;

Stressed the importance of establishing Turkish-Georgian-Azerbaijani committee on multi-
modal transport cooperation;

Emphasizing importance of the cooperation in the information and communication 
technologies sphere, agreed to strengthen the efforts to develop the international digital 
connectivity between Asia and Europe, including the planning and implementation of the 
Trans-Eurasian Information Super Highway Project;

Underlining the signifi cance of the cooperation within Black Sea Economic Cooperation 
Organization, reiterated their commitment to make BSEC a project-oriented organization 
and decided to work together to re-energize BSEC;

Emphasized the importance of existing good cooperation among the customs administrations 
of the respective countries, agreed on to work on the establishment of the Trilateral Committee 
on Customs Matters among the Ministry of Trade of the Republic of Turkey, the Revenue 
Service of Georgia and the State Customs Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan;

Underlined the signifi cance of enhancing and strengthening an attractiveness of a 
transportation economic corridor of the region and an importance of shaping the framework 
to facilitate the movement of goods via digitalization of customs documentation, electronic 
exchange of data;

Emphasized the importance of industrial cooperation through exchange of expertise, 
knowledge, technology and best practices among the three states by undertaking projects 
and programs are considered to strengthen the collaboration;

Underlined the importance of joint cooperation among Small and Medium Size Enterprises 
(SME) Support Organizations in the fi eld of SMEs for sharing the knowledge and experience 
and increasing the cooperation of SMEs;

Underlined the importance of strengthening communication and exchange of information 
and experience in the fi elds of environmental protection, forestry, land use and management 
of water resources to maintain ecological balance in the region;

Stressed the signifi cance to hold the next Turkey-Azerbaijan-Georgia Business Forum as 
soon as possible as a platform to create new opportunities for the business people;

Emphasized the successful reforms Georgia has undertaken in the direction of innovation and R
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technology, including creating favourable ecosystem for knowledge-based and innovation-
driven economy development and expressed the readiness to boost the cooperation among 
the three states;

Underscored the importance of the International Tbilisi Silk Road Forum held on October 
22-23, 2019, which serves as an international platform for multilateral high-level dialogue 
among senior policymakers, businesses and community leaders to discuss the important trade 
and connectivity related issues, examine challenges facing countries along the Silk Road 
that connects East and West, and to fi nd common solutions that have a strong impact on the 
region and the global economy. The Forum provides opportunities to discuss a full spectrum 
of issues related to Artifi cial Intelligence (AI), Trade, Transport and Energy in separate 
panel discussions, while also focusing on the private sector and investment opportunities in 
Georgia;

Agreed to explore and expand possibilities of further mutual cooperation in the fi eld of 
health tourism;

Reiterated their fi rm commitment to strengthen their cooperation on the basis of relevant 
international instruments in the fi ght against terrorism, violent extremism and separatism in 
all their forms and manifestations, transnational organized crime, illicit traffi cking in narcotic 
drugs and their precursors, arms, human traffi cking, money laundering, crimes against 
cultural and historical heritage, cybercrime, disinformation campaigns and smuggling of 
migrants and their transnational security threats;

Underlined their determination to continue their efforts and support each other in fi ghting 
against terrorist groups threatening the security of the three countries;

Underscored the importance of cooperation in the humanitarian sphere, including culture, 
education, science, healthcare, youth exchange, tourism and sports, which will further 
expand people-to-people contacts among their countries and expressed their readiness to 
initiate and promote joint projects and events in these spheres;

Emphasized the need for enhanced cooperation among the three countries to increase efforts 
by relevant authorities for the preservation of cultural heritage in the region refl ecting the 
heritage of ethnic and religious tolerance;

Expressed deep grief on the commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the deportation of 
the forcefully displaced persons sent into exile from the former Soviet Socialist Republic of 
Georgia by the Former USSR Government and positively assessed the steps undertaken by 
the Georgian authorities regarding the repatriation of FDPs;

Emphasized the important role of “Baku Process” as an important international platform for 
promoting intercultural dialogue, tolerance and respect for diversity;

Expressed satisfaction on successful implementation of the provisions of the Trilateral 
Sectoral Cooperation Action Plan for 2017-2019 and underlined the importance of the R

Ə
SM

İ X
R

O
N
İK

A 
- O

FF
IC

IA
L 

C
H

R
O

N
IC

LE
 - 
О
Ф
И
Ц
И
А
ЛЬ

Н
А
Я

 Х
РО

Н
И
КА

RƏSMİ XRONİKA - OFFICIAL CHRONICLE - ОФИЦИАЛЬНАЯ ХРОНИКА



88 AZƏRBAYCAN  RESPUBLİKASI  XARİCİ   İŞLƏR  NAZİRLİYİNİN  JURNALI  53 /  2019

Jo
ur

na
l o

f t
he

 M
in

is
tr

y 
of

 F
or

ei
gn

 A
ff a

ir
s 

of
 th

e 
Re

pu
bl

ic
 o

f  
A

ze
rb

ai
ja

n 
 5

3 
/ 2

01
9

adoption of the Trilateral Sectoral Cooperation Action Plan for 2020-2022;

Agreed to hold the next trilateral meeting in the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Attachment: The Trilateral Sectorial Cooperation Action Plan for 2020-2022.

Elmar Mammadyarov
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan

David Zalkaliani
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia

Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey

FOREIGN MINISTER ELMAR MAMMADYAROV ANSWERS MEDIA 
QUESTIONS FOLLOWING THE RESULTS OF 2019 (AZƏRTAC, 1NEWS.AZ, 

TREND, APA, REPORT, İNTERFAKS.AZ, SPUTNIK.AZ, OXU.AZ, 
MOSCOW-BAKU)

30 December 2019, Baku

Question: How do you assess 2019 from the point of view of negotiations being conducted 
to resolve the Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh confl ict? What specifi c issues were 
discussed by the sides? During the year, the sides made proposals for the implementation of 
humanitarian measures to resolve the confl ict, in this vein, mutual visits of media representatives 
took place. Do you fi nd these initiatives useful, and are these visits expected to continue in the 
future?

Elmar Mammadyarov: This year, as part of the 
negotiation process to resolve the Armenia-Azerbaijan 
Nagorno-Karabakh confl ict through the mediation of 
the co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group, a meeting of 
the President of Azerbaijan and the Prime Minister of 
Armenia took place on March 29 in Vienna, as well as 5 
meetings at the level of the foreign ministers of the two 
countries: January 16 in Paris, April 15 in Moscow, June 
20 in Washington, September 23 in New York and 
December 4 in Bratislava. Based on the intensity of 
these meetings, it seems that the conclusion is that both 
parties are interested in advancing the negotiation 
process. However, given the completely baseless and 

contradictory statements made by the Armenian side during the year, as well as the fact that no 
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specifi c results were achieved at the meetings, it should be noted with regret that 2019 can be 
considered as “a year of missed opportunities” to resolve the confl ict.

On the one hand, the Armenian leadership, declaring its interest in a peaceful settlement of 
the confl ict, on the other hand, with its inconsistent statements about either the so-called 
“independence” or the “miatsum”, undermined the negotiation process and the efforts of the 
OSCE Minsk Group co-chairing countries. Indeed, as a result of the meetings, initiatives were 
put forward to implement measures in the humanitarian sphere and to prepare the population of 
the two countries for peace, in this regard, as a fi rst step, mutual visits of the press of Azerbaijan 
and Armenia were held. However, Armenia’s further attempts to politicize this initiative and 
use it as a propaganda tool raised the questions on the readiness of this country to prepare its 
people for peace. While in fact, the journalists involved in this initiative and especially the 
party supporting them, should feel responsible and not undermine the process. Otherwise, such 
initiatives and attempts to build bridges between the two nations will not make any sense. 
Thus, in the future, it is necessary to look at the development of these initiatives through this 
prism, and then we can talk about the next steps.

I would like to repeat what I always said: we are two neighbouring countries, and sooner 
or later after the resolution of the confl ict, representatives of both communities will again 
have to live together in the Nagorno-Karabakh region of our country. In this regard, ongoing 
confi dence-building measures and humanitarian initiatives should serve precisely to advance 
the resolution of the confl ict, eliminate the factor of occupation of the territories of Azerbaijan 
and ensure the return of internally displaced persons to their homes and property.

Question: Given the fact that no new proposals were put forward during the negotiations to 
resolve the confl ict, can we say that they have reached an impasse? What has the negotiations 
given us over the years, what is their effectiveness? Can negotiations between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan be conducted without intermediaries, and how can the Azerbaijani community of 
Nagorno-Karabakh be involved in these negotiations?

Elmar Mammadyarov: It is true, this year it was not possible to achieve concrete progress 
in the negotiation process to resolve the confl ict, but it would not be true to regard this as 
“negotiations have reached an impasse.” Numerous meetings and specifi c initiatives put 
forward during the year demonstrate a certain need to continue the negotiation process. We 
have always stated that as long as there is an opportunity for a peaceful settlement of the 
confl ict through negotiations, we will use it. Of course, the goal is to move the process forward 
through substantive negotiations on the substance of the matter.

For this, all principles, elements, stages were developed, they were discussed and renewed. 
All documents prepared to date clarify the issues of a step-by-step settlement of the confl ict, 
the liberation of our occupied territories, the return of internally displaced persons and the 
settlement of the status problem at a subsequent stage. To get acquainted with these elements, it 
is enough to read the statement of the co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group of March 9 this year. 
As for the security and status issues that are constantly being raised by Armenia, I would like 
to emphasize again that both issues should be regulated within the framework of the settlement 
process in accordance with the relevant OSCE decisions, as well as UN Security Council 
resolutions, which, as you know, do not have a statute of limitations. What status can one R
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talk about without return of the Azerbaijani population of Karabakh? In addition, the security 
issue, along with the Armenian community, is quite important for the Azerbaijani community 
in the region, and everyone knows that the use of international peacekeeping mechanisms is 
necessary.

You ask what the negotiations gave us. But what then is a confl ict resolution, if not negotiating? 
Even if the confl ict breaks out again, negotiations will still resume later, because there is neither 
eternal war, nor eternal negotiations. We are negotiating to restore violated international law, 
restore Azerbaijan’s sovereignty within internationally recognized borders and demonstrate that 
Azerbaijan is united in its word and deed and is committed to negotiations until the potential 
for a peaceful settlement has been exhausted. We are negotiating in order to free the territories 
of Azerbaijan from occupation!

Today, due to the aggressive policy of Armenia, there are no diplomatic relations between our 
countries, and negotiations between the parties are carried out through the mediation efforts of 
the three leading countries of the world, permanent members of the UN Security Council, the 
main international body responsible for maintaining international peace and security.

Question: Armenia does not give consent to the exchange of prisoners and hostages on the 
principle of “all for all”, this country does not want to release the illegally detained Dilgam 
Askerov and Shahbaz Guliyev. How does this step, contrary to the ideas of mutual trust, affect 
the process of confl ict resolution?

Elmar Mammadyarov: Indeed, Azerbaijan, guided by the norms of international humanitarian 
law, took the initiative to carry out the exchange of captured and held civilians on the principle of 
“all for all.” The Armenian side, in violation of the provisions of the 1949 Geneva Conventions 
and Additional Protocols thereto, which prohibit the seizure of civilian hostages and require 
a humane treatment of civilians during armed confl icts, continues to fl agrantly violate its 
international obligations. For more than 5 years, our compatriots Dilgam Askerov and Shahbaz 
Guliyev have been held hostage by Armenia, which is also provided by the alleged “court 
order” of the illegal regime created in our occupied territories. These people, who appear to 
be “criminals” by the Armenian side, went to their native lands to visit the graves of their 
ancestors in the Kelbajar region of Azerbaijan, now under military occupation. If returning to 
their homes is a crime, then what is the forceful expulsion of these people from their native 
lands, and thereby violating their fundamental rights?!

You know, the Armenian side must fi nally realize that progress in resolving the confl ict is 
impossible without restoring the fundamental rights of hundreds of thousands of Azerbaijanis 
subjected to ethnic cleansing, and their return to homes. The European Court of Human Rights 
in its decision in the case of “Chiragov and Others versus Armenia”, along with establishing 
the responsibility of Armenia as the occupying party, reaffi rmed the right of Azerbaijani IDPs 
to return to their homes or permanent places of residence. I would like to note that the lawyers 
of Dilgam Askerov and Shahbaz Guliyev fi led a complaint with the European Court of Human 
Rights, and the Government of Azerbaijan is also involved in this case. We hope that the Court 
will soon announce its position on this issue.

Question: How do you assess the activities of Azerbaijan in foreign policy during the current R
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year and the results of 2019 as a whole?

Elmar Mammadyarov: This year, the successful implementation of our country’s foreign 
policy continued under the leadership of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, H.E. Mr. 
Ilham Aliyev. Our country’s active participation in both bilateral and multilateral platforms, 
expansion of cooperation and partnerships with foreign countries and organizations, bringing 
the truth about Azerbaijan to the world community, especially about the Armenia-Azerbaijan 
confl ict, organization of high-level international events in our country, as well as our 
participation in important international initiatives and contribution to their implementation has 
been further developed.

It is noteworthy that this year our country hosted the summits of two international organizations. 
The chairmanship of the Non-Aligned Movement and the Turkic Council next year will 
be carried out by Azerbaijan. Next year, our country will also chair two other regional 
organizations: GUAM and TRACECA. This, of course, is a great example of the trust shown 
to Azerbaijan by the numerous member countries of these organizations. This year Azerbaijan, 
having further expanded the geography of its representation in international and regional 
organizations, joined the Group of 77, uniting 135 states, and also received observer status in the 
Pacifi c Alliance.

The Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh confl ict continued to remain on the agenda of all 
international platforms with our participation, where statements, resolutions, recommendations 
and other documents were adopted that serve to further strengthen the legal framework of the 
confl ict settlement.

This year, the Joint Communiqués on establishing diplomatic relations with the United Republic 
of Tanzania, Barbados and the Republic of Namibia were signed, thereby the number of 
countries with which the Republic of Azerbaijan established diplomatic relations increased to 
185. This year embassies of Montenegro and Slovak Republic began to operate in our country.

As President Ilham Aliyev said in his recent interview to local journalists, during the year 
more than 40 heads of states and governments visited Azerbaijan, including both in bilateral 
format and participation at international events held in our country. Also, in the same frame 
foreign ministers of 61 countries visited Baku last year. In addition, as the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan, I paid offi cial and business visits to 27 countries. Taking 
into account that each visit is a contribution to the development of bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation, we can conclude how signifi cant is the year 2019 in terms of expanding the 
framework of the international activity of our country.

Question: Azerbaijan and the European Union this year were not able to sign the Strategic 
Partnership Agreement, which is aimed at creating a legal basis for bilateral relations. How 
can we assess the situation in the negotiations? Given the fact that the composition of the 
European Commission has been updated, is it possible to say that this will affect the delay in 
negotiations?

Elmar Mammadyarov: Partnership between Azerbaijan and the European Union (EU) is 
based on equality, mutual respect and trust. The numerous statements by EU offi cials, as well R
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as the resolutions adopted by the European Parliament, express unequivocal support for the 
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Azerbaijan and our country is considered 
as a reliable and important partner of the Union.

As you know, the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between the European Union and 
the Republic of Azerbaijan entered into force in 1999, but over the past 20 years, there have 
been many changes in Azerbaijan, we have become one of the most important geopolitical 
players in the region and the world. Our country was the initiator and implementer of a number 
of transport, energy, cultural and political projects of global and regional level. Successful 
reforms are being carried out in the fi eld of improving public welfare of citizens, justice, social 
and public administration. Currently, Azerbaijan has become one of the largest investors with 
the goal of implementing economic projects in the region and the fi rst among the countries 
of the Eastern Partnership in terms of investment in the EU. In the midst of the European 
economic crisis, through the implementation of the Southern Gas Corridor project in Greece 
alone, we supported the creation of fi ve thousand new jobs and invested 15 billion euros in the 
European economy. In the fi rst half of 2020, it is planned to deliver the fi rst Azerbaijani gas to 
Europe under the TAP project, which plays an important role in the energy security of the EU. 
Our country has transformed from needing the EU assistance in the 1990s into a state that is 
now providing real support for the development of Europe. In short, a completely new situation 
has arisen in Azerbaijan-EU relations.

For this reason, Azerbaijan has chosen a special path based on the principles of equality and 
mutual respect for the development and expansion of its relations with the EU, proposing to 
hold negotiations on the “Agreement on Strategic Partnership”, and Brussels accepted this 
proposal. Thus, the expansion of the framework of political and economic relations between 
the Parties, the realization of the partnership in the energy sector at the strategic level, as well as 
the signing of strategic documents with nine EU Member States, necessitated the development 
of a new comprehensive agreement. Since February 2017, based on a draft submitted by the 
Azerbaijani side, negotiations have begun with the EU on a new document.

In less than 3 years, many rounds of negotiations were held on this very voluminous project, 
and most of the document was agreed. The parties have never set any binding deadlines for 
the completion of negotiations, as well as initialing and signing of a document. For us in 
negotiations, it is not quantity and time restrictions that are important, but quality. A template-
free, reality-based and satisfying both sides approach is one of the key factors for achieving 
a positive result. The Azerbaijani side will continue to work in this direction with the new 
leadership of the European Commission. Azerbaijan is a supporter of a quality agreement, and 
it must certainly meet the national interests of our country.

Question: The year 2019 was very fruitful and effective in terms of the development of 
Azerbaijani-Russian relations. The visits of the President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and the 
First Vice-President of Azerbaijan Mehriban Aliyeva to Russia, as well as the regular visits of 
Russian offi cials to Azerbaijan should be noted here. In addition, the practice of annual mutual 
offi cial visits at the level of Foreign Ministers has been developed, in which your Russian 
colleague recently visited Baku. In this regard, is your return visit to Moscow expected in 
2020? And in general, in your opinion, what will be remembered for the next year in our 
bilateral relations?R
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Elmar Mammadyarov: First of all, I would like to agree with your high assessment of the 
outcome of the year ending in terms of the development of relations between Azerbaijan and 
Russia. I should note with satisfaction that these relations demonstrate stability and dynamism 
from year to year. This year, which is nearing completion, this positive dynamics has also been 
developed. Of course, close contacts and trustworthy dialogue at the level of senior political 
leadership, which you mentioned in your question, continue to play a decisive role. This creates 
a favorable framework for the further development of strategic partnership, covering the entire 
spectrum of our relations from political interaction to trade, economic and humanitarian 
cooperation.

As you know, the development of our ties is target oriented and programmatic. The measures 
are provided for by the so-called “road maps” in specifi c areas, six of which were signed 
during the last year’s offi cial visit of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan H.E. Mr. 
Ilham Aliyev to the Russian Federation, and two - on the results of the eighteenth meeting of 
the Intergovernmental Commission on Economic Cooperation held in December this year in 
Baku. Preliminary estimates suggest that the trade turnover between our countries in 2019 will 
reach the level of about 3 billion US dollars.

A positive trend in 2019 was the continued growth of tourist fl ow from Russia, which 
approached the mark of one million people. This is a very impressive indicator, and it pleases 
us, as it is a clear confi rmation of the intensity of human contacts. And, of course, this suggests 
that Russians feel comfortable in Azerbaijan, where they are greeted with a warm welcome and 
take advantage of the absence of a language barrier.

We expect that all these positive trends will continue in the coming year. I hope that the 
continuation of the practice of exchanging mutual visits at the level of foreign Ministers, which 
I fi nd very useful, will be able to contribute to this process.

Of course, we have particular hopes for intensifying the negotiation process to resolve the 
Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh confl ict through the mediation of the co-chairs of the 
OSCE Minsk Group, one of which is the Russian Federation. We believe that the interests 
of peace and stability in the region dictate the need for the speediest achievement of tangible 
political results. We believe that Russia is able to play one of the key roles in starting to unravel 
the confl ict node.

So, in general, we look to the future with optimism and for our part are determined to act 
towards the realization of the strategic goals of our development.

Question: Among experts, there is an opinion that post-Soviet countries are forced to make a 
choice between the European Union and the Eurasian Economic Union. But can we say the 
same about Azerbaijan?

Elmar Mammadyarov: Azerbaijan does not think in terms of choice on the basis of the 
“either-or” principle. All our foreign policy decisions are dictated primarily by the interests of 
the development of our country. And any attempts from outside to impose one or another choice 
are doomed to failure, which is demonstrated by all recent history, including the experience 
of the last decade. And those external forces that have made this kind of attempts are already R
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unambiguously aware of these realities.

Pursuing a course on the development of mutually benefi cial equal cooperation both with 
neighboring states and with major global partners, Azerbaijan has already achieved signifi cant 
results. We are sure that by correctly building the line of expansion and deepening of this 
interaction, we will be able to achieve even more signifi cant successes.

But in general, we proceed from the position, which, by the way, was reiterated during the 
recent meeting of the OSCE Ministerial Council in Bratislava - the unity and indivisibility 
of a common security space that does not interfere with the development of multifaceted 
cooperation on different vectors.

Question: One of the issues that were in the focus of attention this year was the delimitation of 
borders between Azerbaijan and Georgia. We would like to know your thoughts on this matter. 
Is it possible to resolve disagreement between the parties over border delimitation over the 
next year?

Elmar Mammadyarov: The delimitation of the state border between Azerbaijan and Georgia 
is carried out in accordance with the rules applicable in international practice. As you know, 
the State Commission on the delimitation and demarcation of the state border between the two 
countries has been operating since 1996. The last meeting of the Commission was held this 
year in Baku. 314 kilometers of the 480-kilometer border between the two countries have been 
agreed, and negotiations on the remaining uncoordinated sections of 166 km are continuing. 
Two expert meetings were held this year, the next one is expected to take place in Tbilisi at the 
beginning of the next year.

The disagreement that you are referring is about the existence of areas that are not agreed so far, 
and to resolve it, the experts should take measures such as relevant research, including the study 
of archival and cartographic materials. But it is important that both Azerbaijan and Georgia are 
committed to the early completion of the delimitation process. I hope that the issue of delimiting 
the state border between the two countries will fi nd its solution based on international practice, 
in the legal sphere and in accordance with our strategic partnership relations.

Question: Over the past two years, active cooperation has been observed between the Caspian 
littoral countries and the factors hindering cooperation between the countries of the region 
have been eliminated. How do you assess the prospects for more effi cient activities in the 
Caspian region in the future?

Elmar Mammadyarov: Last year, the signing of the Convention on the Legal Status of the 
Caspian Sea was an important step for our region and country. This document contributes to 
the further development of relations between the Caspian states, as well as the development 
of a climate of stability, progress and mutual trust in the Caspian region. Cooperation in the 
Caspian region is based on respect for the interests of the parties, territorial integrity and 
sovereignty of each other. The Convention, ensuring the consistency and safety of economic 
activities at sea, creates favourable conditions for the further expansion of such activities in the 
future. At present, the ratifi cation of the Convention by all parties is one of the main challenges 
facing us. At the next stage, it is important that the Convention enters into force and the issues R
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arising from it fi nd their solution. It should be noted that in order to effectively implement the 
Convention, a High Level Working Group on the Caspian Sea is functioning.

Determining the legal status of the Caspian Sea will be an important contribution to the 
implementation of North-South and East-West transport corridors, which are of great 
importance for our region and the world. Thus, for the entities operating in the region, the 
period of uncertainty with the legal status of the Caspian Sea has ended. The Convention takes 
into account the importance of unleashing the sea transit potential, enshrines the principle of 
ensuring freedom and security of merchant shipping for the Caspian littoral states. Azerbaijan 
closely cooperates with each Caspian littoral country in the political and economic spheres. 
This is an important factor in ensuring mutual security and trust in the Caspian.

Question: We would like to clarify the relations of Azerbaijan with the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization. When will Azerbaijan get the status of a dialogue partner with this organization?

Elmar Mammadyarov: As you know, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is 
considered one of the most important regional organizations in Asia and a joint work to achieve 
peace, security and stability in the region is among the organisation’s main goals. Regarding 
the relations of our country with the SCO, it should be noted that at the Organization’s Summit 
in Ufa on July 9-10, 2015, it was decided to grant Azerbaijan the status of a SCO dialogue 
partner. The existing areas of cooperation between our country and the SCO are refl ected in 
the Memorandum signed by the parties in 2016. Thus, the spheres of cooperation between the 
Republic of Azerbaijan and the SCO include the traditional priority areas of the organization’s 
activities, as well as issues of combating terrorism, extremism and separatism, ensuring regional 
security and stability which are of particular importance to Azerbaijan. The focus is also on 
the problems of intercultural dialogue, the promotion of multiculturalism and tolerance, on 
which our country plays an important role in the international arena. In addition, within the 
framework of promoting Azerbaijan as a trans-regional multimodal transport hub, cooperation 
in the fi elds of economy, transport and telecommunications, trade and investment, which plays 
an important role in the framework of the SCO, was identifi ed as a direction of interaction with 
this organization.

The next step in cooperation within the framework of the SCO is observer status, and in 2018, 
our country offi cially applied to the Organization in order to obtain this status. This issue is 
currently being considered within the framework of the SCO, and we believe that the current 
active cooperation between the SCO and the Republic of Azerbaijan will be further developed 
after we obtain the aforementioned observer status.

Question: Aze rbaijan, in the course of its chairmanship of the UN Security Council during its 
non-permanent membership in this body, for the fi rst time in the history of the United Nations 
initiated a high-level meeting to strengthen partnership between the UN and OIC. During this 
period, members of the UN Security Council also paid a visit to Africa. Will Azerbaijan, during 
its chairmanship in the Non-Aligned Movement, make efforts to establish contacts between 
countries located in different regions that are members of various organizations?

Elmar Mammadyarov: First of all, I would like to once again emphasize the importance of 
Azerbaijan taking the chairmanship in the Non-Aligned Movement. The 18th Summit of the R
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second after the United Nations global political platform in terms of its member states, which 
took place on October 25-26, 2019 in Baku with the participation of 159 delegations, as well 
as documents adopted following its results, including expression of support for the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of the Republic of Azerbaijan within its internationally recognized 
borders, clearly demonstrated the further growth of the authority of our country on the world 
stage. In this regard, it is indicative of the fact that Azerbaijan, having joined the Movement in 
2011, headed it eight years later, proposing a chairmanship agenda that is relevant in today’s 
dynamic conditions. Thus, in the spirit of developing the fundamental Bandung principles, 
we intend to contribute to giving a new impetus to the Movement’s activity in maintaining 
international peace and security, as well as creating favorable conditions for the development 
of cooperation.

In general, the chairmanship of Azerbaijan in the Non-Aligned Movement will be aimed 
at strengthening the position and infl uence of the Movement in the system of international 
relations. Strengthening the position of NAM will open up new opportunities for cooperation 
and expand its ability to contribute to international affairs. One of the priorities in this direction 
will be the establishment of dialogue mechanisms with other regional and international 
organizations. In particular, efforts will be made to expand the scope of cooperation with 
countries and organizations in Africa, Latin America and Asia.

Question: What are the priorities of Azerbaijan’s foreign policy for next year? Is it possible to 
note in which areas we will continue our diplomatic activities in 2020, and which areas will 
receive closer attention?

Elmar Mammadyarov: Azerbaijan’s foreign policy is carried out in accordance with the 
national interests of our country under the direct supervision of the head of state, and our 
foreign policy priorities remain unchanged. They include the restoration of the sovereignty of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan within its internationally recognized borders, the continuation and 
further expansion of mutually benefi cial cooperation with foreign states, active participation in 
international relations, participation in initiatives contributing to international peace, security, 
development and progress, worthy representation of Azerbaijan in the international arena and 
other issues.

As for the specifi c actions that should be taken during the year in each of the priority areas, 
in addition to the traditionally taken steps, attention will also be paid to issues arising from 
our chairmanship of four international / regional organizations (Non-Aligned Movement, 
TRACECA, Turkic Council, GUAM). And of course, with the direct participation of our 
diplomatic missions, the active promotion of the interests of Azerbaijan in bilateral and 
multilateral formats will continue.
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MƏQALƏLƏR – ARTICLES – СТАТЬИ

О государственной политике героизации нацизма в Армении

Олег КУЗНЕЦОВ*

Президент Азербайджана Ильхам Алиев в своем выступлении на заседании Совета 
глав государств СНГ, состоявшемся в Ашхабаде 10 октября 2019 года и посвященном 
подготовке коллективного празднования странами-участниками 75-летия Победы в 
Великой Отечественной войне 1941-1945 гг., обратил внимание на факт существования 
государственной политики героизации нацизма в Республике Армения. Его заявление 
вызвало широкий общественный резонанс, как минимум, – на всем постсоветском 
пространстве. 

О сути героизации нацизма в Армении

70 лет назад, 11 апреля 1949 года, состоялось оглашение приговора по последнему 
Нюрнбергскому процессу, более известному как «Дело “Вильгельмштрассе”» (в 
англоязычной версии – Case XI: Wilchelmstrasse trial), обвиняемыми в котором 
являлись крупные государственные чиновники, руководители различных министерств 
и ведомств Третьего рейха, кто соучаствовал в преступлениях нацистской верхушки, 
но не входил в нее, находясь во «втором эшелоне» партийно-государственной иерархии 
национал-социалистов. В этот день была поставлена финальная точка в целой серии 
судебных процессов над главными нацистскими преступниками. 

Итоговые документы и судебная практика всей совокупности Нюрнбергских 
процессов стали предметом изучения и систематизации созданной в соответствии с 
резолюцией Генеральной Ассамблеи ООН № 177 (II) от 21 ноября 1947 года Комиссией 
международного права и легли в основу итогового документа ее деятельности 
по кодификации результатов суда над преступлениями нацизма, получившего 
название «Принципы международного права, признанные статутом Нюрнбергского 
трибунала и нашедшие выражение в решении этого Трибунала», также известные как 
«Нюрнбергские принципы».

Однако современный мир в последние десятилетия сталкивается с самыми 
разнообразными попытками реабилитации и проявлениями героизации нацизма в 
самых разных странах мира, что вызывает крайнее беспокойство международного 
сообщества.  Одной  из стран, в которых реабилитация и героизация нацизма 
в настоящее время происходят с особой интенсивностью и реализуются на 
государственном уровне в качестве компонентов официальной идеологии, является 
Республика Армения.

Правящая в Армении с 2000 до 2018 года Республиканская партия Армении 
руководствовалась идеологической концепцией Гарегина Тер-Арутюняна, более 
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известного армянской общественности под псевдонимом «Нжде», названной им 
«цехакроном», что в переводе с армянского языка на русский означает «расизм». 
В 2004 году эту теория была объявлена  партийной, а в 2016 году – официальной 
государственной идеологией. В результате государственного переворота в мае 2018 
года пришедшее к власти новое руководство страны не предприняло ни одного 
действенного шага, направленного на прекращение данной практики после смены 
политического режима, тем самым санкционируя ее продолжение.

Наличие многочисленных документов из архивов России, Азербайджана и Армении 
свидетельствуют об откровенно нацистс ком и расистском идеологическом наполнении 
теории «цехакрона», а также о службе Нжде в качестве агента на вознаграждении в 
военно-политической разведке Третьего рейха (Reichssicherheitshauptamt или РСХА), 
его личном участии в преступлениях нацизма, признанных таковыми приговором 
Международного военного трибунала в Нюрнберге.

Увековечивание памяти Нжде последние два десятилетия осуществлялась в Армении 
не только на партийном, но и на государственном уровне, чему имеются следующие 
неопровержимые доказательства, собранные из открытых источников:

- 21 декабря 2000 года Национальная академия наук Республики Армения 
проводит семинар в память 45-летия смерти Нжде;

- в 2001 году Центральный банк Армении выпустил памятную серебряную 
монету достоинством 100 драм «Гарегин Нжде» и аналогичную монету с 
позолотой;

- 28 апреля 2001 года правительство Республики Армения празднует 115-летие 
со дня рождения Нжде;

- 20 июня 2001 года законом Республики Армения учреждена медаль «Гарегин 
Нжде» для награждения офицеров и прапорщиков вооруженных сил и 
спецслужб страны, вручение которой осуществляется приказом министра 
обороны Армении;

- 24 августа 2003 года состоялось торжественное открытие памятника Нжде в 
городе Капан Армении;

- 3 мая 2012 года Министерство транспорта и связи Республики Армения в честь 
125-летия со дня рождения Нжде выпустило почтовую марку и юбилейный 
конверт, процедура гашения которых состоялось в Париже;

- 28 января 2013 года в кинотеатре «Москва» в Ереване состоялась мировая 
премьера художественного фильма режиссера Грачья Кешишяна «Гарегин 
Нжде», фильм снят по заказу и при финансовой поддержке Министерства 
культуры Республики Армения;

- 28 августа 2016 года состоялось торжественное открытие памятника Нжде на 
центральной площади Еревана, напротив здания Дома правительства Армении.
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В новейшей истории человечества проводить на государственном уровне 
собственную корпоративную политику было под силу только одной партии – 
Национал-социалистической рабочей партии Германии, и поэтому указанные шаги 
властей Армении по увековечению памяти деятелей нацистского толка, как Г. Нжде, 
подтверждают тот факт, что в Армении в годы правления Республиканской партии 
было реально построено нацистское государство. 

О государственном, а не о партийном масштабе героизации личности Нжде в 
Армении свидетельствуют также массовые переименования в честь него объектов 
городской инфраструктуры (улиц, площадей, проспектов, скверов, парков) в разных 
городах и более мелких населенных пунктах Армении. Так, в Ереване именем Нжде 
названы проспект, площадь, автомобильный путепровод и станция метро, в Гюмри – 
проспект и площадь, также в этом городе установлен третий по счету памятник этому 
нацистскому приспешнику, его именем названы улицы в городах Апаран и Капан, 
поселке Стапанаван, селах Бюраван и Сисаран. По сути, масштаб героизации Нжде 
в современной Армении абсолютно сопоставим с культом личности Ленина в СССР.

Гарегин Нжде является не единственным нацистским преступником, возведенным 
в современной Армении на пьедестал национального героя. Вторым историческим 
персонажем такого рода является Драстамат Канаян, более известный в армянском 
обществе как «Дро» или «генерал Дро». Он начал свою политическую карьеру как 
боевик-террорист армянской националистической партии «Дашнакцутюн», на руках 
которого кровь гражданского губернатора Баку князя М.А. Накашидзе, убитого им в 
1905 году, и кутаисского генерал-губернатора хана М. Алиханова-Аварского, убитого 
им в 1907 году. В годы Великой Отечественной войны Дро сначала был агентом VI 
управления (внешней разведки) РСХА, затем стал организатором и бессменным 
руководителем специального подразделения (зондеркоманды) военной разведки 
вооруженных сил нацистской Германии или Абвера под названием «Дромедар», 
впоследствии – абвергруппы 114, вошедшей после расформирования Абвера в феврале 
1944 года в состав РСХА в качестве его фронтового подразделения и являвшейся в силу 
этого в соответствии с приговором Международного военного трибунала в Нюрнберге 
«преступной организацией».

Мемориализация и героизация личности и деятельности Дро в Армении в сравнении 
с Нжде на государственном уровне происходит в меньших масштабах, но это 
не исключает официального и системного характера такой деятельности, о чем 
свидетельствуют нижеследующие доказательства:

- 28 мая 2000 года состоялось торжественное открытие мавзолея над мест ом 
перезахоронения праха Дро в городе Апаран Арагацотнской области Армении;

- 20 июня 2001 года законом Республики Армения учреждена медаль «Драстамат 
Канаян» для награждения офицеров и прапорщиков вооруженных сил и 
спецслужб страны, вручение которой осуществляется приказом министра 
обороны Армении; 

- в 2005 году в составе Национального оборонно-исследовательского 
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университета Министерства обороны Республики Армения был создан 
Институт национальных стратегических исследований имени Драстамата 
Канаяна, имеющий целью, как указано на его странице на официальном сайте 
МО РА, разработку «первой стратегии национальной безопасности Армении, 
осуществленной по научным консультациям научно-образовательных 
учреждений США с применением американской методологии»1.

Наиболее показательным примером цинизма властей Армении в деле прославления 
нацистских преступников является их возвеличивание до уровня истинных героев 
Великой Отечественной войны. В настоящее время в системе ведомственных наград 
Министерства обороны Республики Армения из существующих «именных» медалей, 
две учреждены в память о нацистских преступниках Нжде и Дро, а еще одна носит 
имя дважды Героя Советского Союза гвардии подполковника Нельсона Степаняна, 
что является самым наглядным доказательствам того, что между нацистскими 
коллаборационистами и героями борьбы с нацизмом в современной Армении на 
официальном уровне ставится знак равенства, лишь бы они были одной национальной 
принадлежности, при этом приоритет в хронологическом и количественном 
отношении отдается пропаганде исторического наследия сотрудничества этнических 
армян с Третьим рейхом, а не их воинских подвигов при защите Советского Союза 
на фронтах Великой Отечественной войны. Данная практика не является спонтанной 
случайностью, а является закономерным продолжением государственной политики 
Армении по героизации нацизма и возвеличиванию нацистских преступников. 

Гарегин Нжде – нацистский преступник

24 апреля 1948 года Гарегин Тер-Арутюнян (Нжде) Особым совещанием при МГБ 
СССР был приговорен к 25 годам тюремного заключения за контрреволюционную 
деятельность и пособничество гитлеровской Германии. 

Автор книги «Гарегин Нжде в КГБ» (Ереван, 2007) экс-полковник КГБ СССР  Ваче 
Овсепян, будучи председателем совета ветеранов органов госбезопасности Армении 
и имея в силу этого доступ к архиву Службы национальной безопасности этой 
страны, опубликовал ряд документов из материалов расследования антисоветской 
и антигосударственной деятельности Нжде, проводившегося МГБ Армянской 
ССР в 1947-1948 гг. Начало процессу установления его причастности к разведкам 
гитлеровской Германии положил видный деятель армянской диаспоры в Болгарии 
и Румынии, активный сподвижник Нжде по антисоветской борьбе в 1920-1921 гг. 
Ованес Деведжян. На допросе 28 августа 1947 года он назвал фамилию «Камсаракана» 
– сотрудника «немецких разведорганов», который приезжал к Нжде в Софию до 
начала Великой Отечественной войны «с целью привлечь дашнаков к сотрудничеству 
с немцами»2. Сотрудник или агент гитлеровских спецслужб с такой фамилией или 
оперативным псевдонимом советским органам госбезопасности в тот момент времени 

1 См. подробнее: http://www.mil.am/ru/pages/12  
2 Овсепян В.М. Гарегин Нжде в КГБ: Воспоминания разведчика. Отв. ред. А. Арутюнян. – Ереван: Нораванк, 2007.  
– с. 20-21.M

Ə
Q

A
LƏ

LƏ
R

 - 
A

R
TI

C
LE

S 
- С

ТА
ТЬ

И

MƏQALƏLƏR - ARTICLES - СТАТЬИ



101AZƏRBAYCAN  RESPUBLİKASI  XARİCİ   İŞLƏR  NAZİRLİYİNİN  JURNALI  53 /  2019

Jo
ur

na
l o

f t
he

 M
in

is
tr

y 
of

 F
or

ei
gn

 A
ff a

ir
s 

of
 th

e 
Re

pu
bl

ic
 o

f  
A

ze
rb

ai
ja

n 
 5

3 
/ 2

01
9

не был известен, поэтому были предприняты серьезные усилия по установлению его 
личности. В результате комплекса оперативно-розыскных мероприятий выяснилось, 
что связь и последующее взаимодействие между Нжде и разведками Третьего рейха 
летом 1940 года установил сотрудник VI управления (SD-ausland) Главного управления 
имперской безопасности или РСХА (Reichssicherheitshauptamt) Петер Камсаракан (он 
же – Петр Аршакович Камсарякян), находившийся с 25 августа 1944 года в советском 
плену и скрывавшийся среди военнопленных по документам унтер-офицера вермахта 
Петера Кареры, сотрудника службы связи германского посольства в Бухаресте. Будучи 
выявленным и разоблаченным, он пошел на контакт со следственными органами 
госбезопасности, подробно рассказав им о работе в СД и Абвере, сообщим им имена, 
фамилии и обстоятельства вербовки всей своей агентуры, включая Нжде как ключевую  
фигуру подчинения армянской диаспоры практически всех стран Европы (за 
исключением, пожалуй, Великобритании) самым разным разведывательным службам 
гитлеровцев. Получается, что один армянский националист и приспешник нацистских 
спецслужб сдал советской госбезопасности другого армянского националиста, 
являвшегося кадровым сотрудником этих спецслужб, а тот, оказавшись в безвыходном 
для себя положении, раскрыл всех ему известных армянских националистов, 
которых он в разное время завербовал на службу Третьему рейху в качестве агентов 
политической и военной разведок, в том числе и Гарегина Нжде.

Справка министра внутренних дел СССР Круглова от 18 ноября 1948 года 
содержала следующие сведения о сотрудничестве спецслужб Третьего рейха и 
армянских националистов: «...дашнаки собирают во всех странах, где они имеют 
свои комитеты, интересующую немцев информацию. Это относилось прежде всего 
к Советскому Союзу, странам Центральной Америки и Англии. В особо важных 
случаях дашнаки обязаны поддерживать непосредственный контакт с немецкими 
представителями в этих странах… Помимо сбора разведывательной информации 
дашнаки по поручению немцев занимались нелегальной продажей в Румынии на 
протяжении лета 1940 года бриллиантов и других драгоценностей, добытых немцами 
путем ограбления частных лиц и фирм в Голландии… Дашнаки передали немцам и 
свои пожелания. Суть их сводилась к тому, чтобы в случае войны с СССР создать в 
составе Германии армянское государство, где бы правительственной партией являлись 
дашнаки. При этом, помимо присоединения армянских районов Турции, на востоке 
Армения должна быть расширена за счет Нагорного Карабаха, на севере – за счет 
присоединения Борчалинского района Грузии»3. Фактически, дашнаки были готовы 
создать на Южном Кавказе государство-сателлит гитлеровской Германии по примеру 
Словакии или Хорватии, но с той только разницей, что если в других регионах Европы 
нацисты насаждали силой теорию расового превосходства арийцев, то в Армении 
их ждали подготовленные в идеологическом плане потенциальные функционеры 
оккупационного режима, являвшиеся носителями нацистско-расистской идеологии 
цехакрона Гарегина Нжде.

Однако самое интересное содержалось в последнем абзаце данного документа, 
который гласил: «Показания Камсаракана и его роль в привлечении дашнаков к 

3 Там же. – д. 201. – д. 186. M
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сотрудничеству с немцами подтверждается допрошенным МВД СССР осужденным 
лидером армянских эмигрантов Тер-Арутюняном, известным под кличкой «Нжде», 
содержащимся во Владимирской тюрьме МВД СССР»4. В данном случае важно не 
то обстоятельство, что показания одного армянского пособника германского нацизма 
перепроверялись путем допроса другого армянского пособника германского нацизма, 
– это совершенно обыденная практика работы любой спецслужбы любой страны 
мира. Здесь важно другое, – Гарегин Нжде добровольно и без всякого принуждения 
со стороны признавал, что он сам и его товарищи по организации «Цехакрон» и 
партии «Дашнакцутюн» с 1940 года сознательно и целенаправленно сотрудничали с 
нацистами, а его однопартийцы пособничали гитлеровцам не только в деле военной и 
экономической разведки, но и в сбыте или легализации имущества жертв Холокоста. 
Иными словами, Нжде сам подтверждал, что является сторонником германского 
нацизма, его идеология цехакрона является откровенно расистской, а сам он есть ни 
кто иной, как военный преступник в полном соответствии с буквой и духом приговора 
Международного военного трибунала в Нюрнберге.

Из показаний Питера Камсаракана следует, что завербованный им Нжде сотрудничал 
с двумя отделами СД – VI C (политическая разведка на территории СССР, в странах 
Передней и Центральной Азии, на Дальнем Востоке) и VI E (разведка на Балканах 
и в Италии). Его показания четко указывают основные вехи сотрудничества Нжде и 
его группы «Расисты» с разведывательными органами фашистской Германии. В марте 
1940 года Нжде оказался первым деятелем армянской диаспоры в Европе, к которому 
VI управление РСХА через своего сотрудника армянской национальности Петера 
Камсаракана обратилось с предложением о содействии. Он с воодушевлением принял 
предложение о своем сотрудничестве, а также от имени организации «Расисты» дал 
рекомендательные письма к известным деятелям партии «Дашнакцутюн». Через них 
ее местные структуры в странах Европы, Центральной и Южной Америки, а также 
на Балканах и Ближнем Востоке были поставлены на службу германской разведке – 
военной и военно-политической. По сути, Нжде способствовал тому, что абсолютно 
все политические структуры армянской диаспоры стали служить Третьему рейху. 
Правда, в этом деле Нжде был оттерт затем более деятельным Драстаматом Канаяном, 
известным под кличкой «Дро», и до 1942 года оставался не у дел, поскольку партия 
«Дашнакцутюн» одним из условий своего сотрудничества с нацистами требовала права 
на сотрудничество с гитлеровской Германией от имени всей армянской диаспоры. 
Из-за этого нацисты два года не задействовали Нжде и его единомышленников по 
группе «Расисты». Дашнакская партия была более многочисленной, обладала более 
широко разветвленной структурой местных организаций и, следовательно, большими 
возможностями для сбора интересующей СД информации о странах своего нахождения, 
хотя с идеологических позиций группировка Нжде была ближе нацистам, чем дашнаки.

Согласно показаниям Камсаракана, в апреле 1942 года Нжде принял предложение 
Абвера о сотрудничестве и по его заданию из болгарских подданных армянской 
национальности, членов созданной им националистической группировки «Цехакрон» 
сформировал разведывательно-диверсионную группу для осуществления 

4 Там же. – д. 201. – д. 187.M
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разведывательно-диверсионной и повстанческой деятельности в тылах Красной 
армии.

Нжде и его люди до последнего оставались верными сторонниками гитлеровской 
Германии. Их симпатии к нацизму были настолько сильны, что вопреки здравому 
смыслу и чувству самосохранения они пошли на сотрудничество с СД даже перед 
лицом неминуемого конца Третьего рейха, являясь в последние месяцы гитлеровского 
присутствия в Болгарии единственными действовавшими агентами СД. В связи 
с этим крайне интересна оценка Камсаракана, данная им Нжде: «Несмотря на 
то, что германская  разведка в своей работе среди армянских эмигрантов отдавала 
предпочтение дашнакам, в ущерб сотрудничеству с Нжде и его сторонниками, сам 
Нжде был одним из преданных и верных агентов германской разведки, все свои силы 
предоставивший в распоряжение нацистской Германии»5.

Несмотря на всю его фанатичную преданность идеалам нацизма и поистине лакейское 
угодничество перед спецслужбами Третьего рейха, гитлеровцы не потрудились 
эвакуировать Нжде и его людей из Болгарии накануне ее освобождения войсками 3-го 
Украинского фронта советской армии, в результате чего Нжде был вынужден перейти 
на нелегальное положение в надежде скрыться от ареста и справедливого возмездия. 
Надо отчетливо понимать, что Нжде был не просто заурядным коллаборационистом 
или случайным пособником нацизма, как его пытается представить сегодня армянская 
пропаганда, а именно нацистским преступником в соответствии со статутом (уставом) 
и приговором Международного военного трибунала в Нюрнберге, и поэтому 
увековечивание его памяти на государственном уровне в Армении, является ни 
чем иным как героизацией нацизма в этой стране, осуществляемой ее властями на 
официальном уровне.

Нжде, Дро и армянский коллаборационизм

Сведения об активном сотрудничестве армянских националистов и Абвера советское 
военное командование, органы контрразведки и государственной безопасности 
стали получать начиная с 8 мая 1942 года, когда на территории Очамчирского района 
Абхазии были захвачены первые 3 агента-армянина, сброшенные за линию фронта 
на парашютах. Как было указано в оперативном сообщении народного комиссара 
внутренних дел СССР Л.П. Берия № 828/Б от 10 мая 1942 года в Государственный 
комитет обороны, «пойманные разведчики показали, что они переброшены из 
г. Симферо поля, где бывшим командующим дашнакской армией генералом Дро 
Канаяном организована школа разведчиков-диверсантов. В школе обучаются 150 
человек кавказцев, преимущественно армяне по национальности. Обучающиеся 
разведчики сводятся в группы по 4 человека, которые подготав ливаются к заброске 
для разведывательно-диверсионной работы на Кавка зе. К каждую группу входят 
радист, 2 человека, хорошо знающие район, ку да намечается выброска группы, и 
старший группы – эмигрант из до веренных лиц Дро»6.
5 Там же. – л. 219.
6 Органы государственной безопасности в Великой Отечественной войне. – № 923. – т. 3, ч. 1: Крушение 
«блицкрига». 1 января – 30 июня 1942 года. – М., 2003. – с. 418. M
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Когда   сотрудниками   органов   госбезопасности  в  результате  допросов  
нейтрализованной германской агентуры из числа армян был накоплен достаточный 
объем оперативной информации, появились основания говорить о наличии в структуре 
военной разведки гитлеровской Германии особой армянской зондеркоманды. Ее 
название «Дромедар» как самостоятельной зондеркоманды Абвера, непосредственно 
подчинявшейся разведывательному отделу Главного штаба германских войск на 
Восточном фронте, впервые было упомянуто в докладной записке о борьбе с агентурой 
противника №6 от 22 марта 1943 года, поданной заместителем начальника Особого 
отдела НКВД Южного фронта полковником государственной безопасности А.Н. 
Михайловым в Управление особых отделов НКВД СССР, в которой он характеризовал 
данное подразделение Абвера как разнопрофильное и многофункциональное7. 

В  ориентировке  за № 2/6/3563 от 18 июня 1943 года за подписью начальника 
управления комиссара госбезопасности 3-го ранга П.В. Федотова как на саму 
зондеркоманду «Дромедар», так и на известных на тот момент времени ее 
официальных сотрудников, указывалось:

«…После нападения гитлеровской Германии на СССР группа лидеров дашнакской 
эмиграции предложила немцам свои услуги, рассчитывая договориться с ними в 
случае победы Германии в войне с СССР об образовании правительства «Независимой 
Армении». В специальных переговорах с Розенбергом в Берлине об этом приняли 
участие бывший дашнакский генерал Дро, являющийся уполномоченным дашнаков в 
Румынии,  где  он  владеет  крупными  нефтепромыслами, Абегян Арташес – лидер партии 
«Дашнакцутюн», Хатисов Александр – бывший премьер дашнакского правительства 
и др. … Наряду с этим были приняты меры к активизации остальной армянской 
эмиграции за границей. Так, в Болгарии была создана армянская националистическая 
партия, наподобие гитлеровской, которую возглавил бывший поручик болгарской 
службы дашнак Нжде Гарегин … В итоге имевших место в Берлине переговоров между 
Розенбергом и Дро (Канаян) последний в 1941 году поступил на службу в германскую 
разведку, взяв на себя задачу подготовки боевых и разведывательных групп, эмигрантов 
и военнопленных армян с целью переброски их на Кавказ и в Иран со шпионскими, 
диверсионными и повстанческими задачами … После освобождения территории 
Северного Кавказа от немецких окку пантов некоторые участники «армянских 
комитетов» и других дашнакских формирований бежали с немцами, а некоторые, 
перейдя на нелегальное положение, до сих пор скрываются на нашей территории и 
продолжают вести активную антисоветскую работу».

С начала ноября 1941 года, практически сразу после того, как немецко-румынские 
войска захватили Симферополь, основным источником для вербовки агентуры 
командой «Дромедар» стала армянская диаспора полуострова, представители 
которой после непродолжительной подготовки забрасывались в тылы Красной армии 
на Таманский полуостров и в Абхазию. 

В  специальном сообщении от 5 августа 1943 года Государственному комитету обороны 

7 Там же. – № 1364. – т. 4, ч. 1: Секреты операции «Цитадель». 1 января – 30 июня 1942 года. – М., 2008. – с. 315-321.M
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(ГКО) народный комиссар государственной безопасности В.Н. Меркулов указывал: 
«в процессе розыска германской агентуры органами НКГБ СССР на территории 
Северного Кавказа арестованы 52 германских агента, по национальности армянина, 
выброшенных в тыл Красной Армии», «кроме того, в освобожденных от противника  
городах Северного Кавка за арестованы 142 активных участника армянских 
националистических фор мирований, созданных немцами в период оккупации в городах 
Ростове, Краснодаре, Армавире, Пятигорске, Нальчике, Буденновске, Георгиевске и 
других. В результате допросов и иных оперативно-следственных действий в отношении 
арестованных и явившихся с повинной германских агентов-армян были установлены 
42 гласных или официальных сотрудника разведывательной команды…».

Данное   сообщение  чрезвычайно  встревожило  ГКО,  поскольку  от  «Дромедара»  
исходила не столько военно-техническая, сколько политико-идеологическая  угроза, 
связанная если не с полномасштабным возрождением проявлений армянского 
национализма в СССР, то, как минимум, с возможной активизацией настроенных 
антисоветски армянских  националистических  элементов,  что  таило  в  себе  
потенциальную    опасность  начала  партизанской  борьбы и даже массового 
вооруженной восстания на территории Армянской ССР, а также в других 
местах компактного проживания армян – в Абхазской АССР, Краснодарском и 
Ставропольском краях, Ростовской области РСФСР. Поэтому 31 декабря 1943 года 
из 2-го управления НКГБ СССР последовало также совершенно секретное указание 
за №2/6/31215 объединить в каждом территориальном управлении все собранные 
в соответствии с данной ориентировкой материалы в одно агентурное дело, что 
на практике означало, что с этого момента вся контрразведывательная работа по 
противодействию шпионской деятельности сотрудников и агентуры «Дромедара» 
превратилась в системную борьбу органов государственной безопасности СССР с 
любыми проявлениями коллаборационизма армянских националистов с Третьим 
рейхом. 

Драстамат Канаян («генерал Дро») на службе у германского нацизма

Деятельность  Нжде  и  Дро  на службе у германского нацизма находилась в 
неразрывной связи, хотя в исторических источниках можно найти многочисленные 
свидетельства о том, что эти два лидера армянского национализма постоянно 
конкурировали между собой в борьбе за благорасположение боссов РСХА, Абвера 
и Министерства по вопросам оккупированных восточных территорий нацистской 
Германии. Их личностная неприязнь и антагонизм амбиций занять верховную 
руководящую должность в «Великой Армении» под протекторатом нацистской 
Германии после разгрома СССР в войне, действительно, была настолько велика, что 
функционерам Третьего рейха не оставалось ничего другого, как одного их них (Нжде) 
оставить в подчинении VI управления РСХА, а другого (Дро) отдать в подчинение 
военной разведке. Но несмотря на все существовавшие между этими персонажами в 
прошлом коллизии, их апология в современной Армении находится приблизительно 
на одинаковом уровне с той только разницей, что в отношении Нжде вектор политики 
прославления направлен в более идеологическую, а в случае с Дро – более в военно-
политическую плоскость. M
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Дро  был  привлечен  на  службу  Третьему  рейху  по  рекомендации  Нжде 
упоминавшимся  выше агентом VI управления РСХА Питером Камсараканом, который 
подробно описал все обстоятельства его вербовки в собственноручных показаниях, 
составленных им во время содержания под страже й в МГБ СССР.

Переговоры о вступление всех европейских структур партии дашнаков, от имени 
которых выступал Дро, получивший на то письменное разрешение от высшего 
руководящего органа этой партии в Каире, на службу нацистам состоялись в первой 
декаде апреля 1940 года в Бухаресте, вербовку дашнаков под видом представителей 
Имперского министерства иностранных дел нацистской Германии осуществили СС-
оберштурмбанфюрер Густав Фольхгайм, начальник отдела «Ц» (СССР, Ближний и 
Дальний Восток) и СС-гауптштурмфюрер Отто Хаген из отдела «Б» (Западная Европа) 
VI управления РСХА, при которых Камсаракан состоял в качестве посредника и 
переводчика (в Бухаресте к ним присоединился уполномоченный VI управления РСХА 
в Румынии СС-гаутрштурмфюрер Гюнтер Большвинг, работавший под прикрытием 
сотрудника дипломатической миссии, через которого впоследствии передавалась в 
Берлин вся собранная дашнаками информация).

Дашнаки были обязаны во всех странах, где они имеют свои контакты, собирать 
и передавать интересующую нацистов информацию о Советском Союзе, «армии 
Вейгана»  –  армейском  корпусе  французских войск в Сирии под началом 
командующего на восточном театре военных действий генерала Максима Вейгана, 
а также местах, имеющих особое стратегическое значение, в частности, в странах 
Центральной Америки и Великобритании. Дро и его последователи согласились 
выполнять такую работу в интересах Третьего рейха, но в качестве ответного 
шага попросили гитлеровцев выполнить следующие их пожелания (приводятся в 
авторском изложении Камсаракана в собственноручных показаниях от 21 октября 
1948 года): «В случае войны с Турцией, Германией дает согласие на отторжение 
от нее армянских земель, причем как минимум указывалась линия Карс-Ардаган, 
а в качестве максимума – «линия Вильсона». В случае войны с Советским Союзом 
Германия обязуется создать самостоятельное армянское государство, включающее в 
себя как Советскую, так и Турецкую Армению. Само собой разумеющимся было то, 
что в этой Армении правительственной партией будут являться дашнаки. Пожелания 
дашнаков были изложены в краткой записке… В ней говорилось также, что на 
востоке граница Армении должна быть расширена за счет Азербайджана, восточнее 
границ Нагорного Карабаха, а расширение Армении на Севере должно идти за счет 
Грузии, путем присоединения  Борчалинского уезда. Других каких-либо пожеланий 
принципиального характера со стороны представителей дашнаков высказано не 
было»8. 

Переход Дро из подчинения СД в подчинение Абверу состоялся в августе 1941 года, 
причем внешне это выглядело так, будто СД, руководствуясь высшими интересами 
Третьего рейха в войне против СССР, передает Дро вместе с его агентурой военной 
разведке9. 
8 ГАРФ. – ф. 9401 сч, оп. 2, д. 201. – л. 199-204.
9 ГАРФ. – ф. 9401 сч, оп. 2, д. 201. – л. 223M
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В годы Великой Отечественной войны, разъезжая по лагерям для советских 
военнопленных в целях вербовки агентуры из числа содержавшихся в них армян, Дро 
в своих выступлениях перед ними без всякого основания и из чистого бахвальства 
неоднократно заявлял о том, что он якобы не раз был принят рейхсфюрером СС и статс-
секретарем Имперского министерства внутренних дел и шефом германской полиции, 
рейхсляйтером Генрихом Луйтпольдом Гиммлером. На самом же деле контакты 
армянских националистов в иерархии Третьего рейха никогда не поднимались выше 
бюрократов третьего эшелона власти, любые утверждения о наличии у них связей в 
ближнем окружении Гитлера не соответствуют исторической действительности. 

В структуре Абвера Дро чувствовал себя боевым командиром и даже генералом, 
всегда ходил в форме вермахта и требовал, чтобы его называли «генерал Дро», так 
как это ему сильно льстило и напоминало время его пребывания на посту министра 
обороны дашнакской Республики Армении в 1920 году и Советской социалистической 
республики Армения в начале 1921 года. В реальности же он ни генеральского, ни 
офицерского звания в вермахте, Абвере или СД никогда не имел, в зондеркоманде 
«Дромедар», будучи ее начальником, он имел специальное звание зондерфюрера. 
В воинский формированиях вермахта и спецслужб нацистской Германии это была 
особая категория, по сути, гражданских лиц, замещавших офицерские должности в 
различных сферах деятельности, где требовались их профессиональные способности, 
без учета наличия у них военного образования и опыта, которые назначались на 
соответствующие должности только в тех случаях, когда для исполнения связанных 
с ними функций требовалась специальная квалификация и когда для них нельзя 
было подобрать офицера с соответствующей квалификацией, при этом из статус 
приравнивался к офицерскому в течение всего того времени, пока они занимали 
эту должность, но в офицеры их не производили, и их офицерские полномочия 
распространялись только на ту сферу деятельности, с которой была непосредственно 
связана их работа. Говоря проще, Дро по должности начальника зондеркоманды, а 
затем абвергруппы, не имел соответствующего этой должности звания майора (иначе 
ему пришлось бы отказаться от привычного титула «генерала Дро»), поэтому он 
предпочел именоваться В-зондерфюрер, оставив за собой возможность называть себя 
генералом дашнакской армии. 

В феврале 1944 года Абвер как самостоятельная структура военной разведки 
гитлеровской Германии был ликвидирован и включен в структуру РСХА, после чего 
авберкоманды и абвергруппы в зависимости от их специализации стали подчиняться 
соответствующим его управлениям и были переименованы во «фронтовые 
осведомительные» (Front aufklärung) команды или группы, сохранив свою нумерацию. 
Следовательно, с этого дня Дро стал кадровым сотрудником РСХА, а поэтому на него 
в полной мере распространяются положения приговора Международного военного 
трибунала Нюрнберге от 1 октября 1946 года. 

Героизация нацизма – государственная политика Армении

Героизация нацизма в Армении и возвеличивание откровенно расистской теории 
цехакрона  –  учении  об  армянине-сверхчеловеке  является  предметом  целенаправленно M
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и системно проводимой государственной политики. Поэтому считаем важным и 
необходимым разъяснить, почему власти Армении и армянская диаспора прилагают 
столь серьезные усилия в этом отношении. 

На  роль  харизматичного  образа  для  подражания  армянской  интеллигенции  и  
молодежи,  способного  в  качестве  идеала  устроить  все политические элиты внутри 
самой Армении и ветви диаспоры за ее пределами, за последнюю четверть века 
выдвигались самые разные персонажи новой и новейшей истории этой страны. В 
контексте войны с Азербайджаном в конце 1980-х в начале 1990-х годов «раскручивалось» 
имя международного террориста Монте Мелконяна – уроженца США, выпускника 
университета Беркли (Калифорния), участника гражданской войны в Ливане (1975-
1990гг.), второго человека в транснациональной армянской террористической 
группировке ASALA. С ее боевиками он в 1989 году прибыл в Армению, чтобы начать 
войну в Нагорно-Карабахском регионе Азербайджана за создание на Южном Кавказе 
второго армянского государства в соответствии с заветами Гарегина Нжде. Кстати, в 
России армянской диаспорой Монте Мелконян до сих пор позиционируется как главный 
национальный герой Армении современности. Однако в сознании большинства 
армянской общественности Мелконян в таком качестве не закрепился по двум причинам: 
во-первых, летом 1992 года его отряд под названием «Арабо» был полностью истреблен 
азербайджанскими военными; во-вторых, незадолго до этого он сам был убит во время 
рекогносцировки, причем во время рукопашного боя. Столь бесславная смерть и гибель 
всех подчиненных не позволили сформироваться вокруг его криминальной личности 
героическому ореолу, поэтому для формирования и персонификации новой идеологии 
национальной идентичности армян в постсоветское время понадобился иной герой.

В этом качестве официальный Ереван решил провозгласить Гарегина Нжде, 
причем данный выбор во многом был обусловлен борьбой за власть внутри самой 
Армении. Начало этому процессу было положено в 2000 году, когда Андраник 
Маргарян – организатор и первый лидер Республиканской партии Армении, 
созданной в соответствии с теорией цехакрона Нжде, был назначен премьер-
министром страны. В то время в Армении шла ожесточенная внутриполитическая 
борьба между сторонниками первого президента страны Левона Тер-Петросяна 
и отстранившего его от власти второго президента страны Роберта Кочаряна. 
Причиной кризиса стала позиция первого из них по вопросу нагорно-карабахского 
урегулирования, предполагавшая возврат большей части оккупированных земель 
за пределами Нагорного Карабаха Азербайджану. После террористического акта 
в здании парламента Армении 29 октября 1999 года президент Тер-Петросян 
окончательно лишился влияния на внутриполитические процессы в Армении, 
а армяно-азербайджанские переговоры были свернуты. Военная хунта полевых 
командиров незаконных вооруженных формирований армянских сепаратистов 
Нагорного Карабаха ради объяснения и легитимизации узурпации ими власти в 
Ереване объявила оккупированные азербайджанские территории частью Армении. 
Чтобы поднять свой авторитет в самой Армении, новая власть решила героизировать 
Гарегина Нжде, поскольку он в 1921 году провозгласил создание «Республики Горная 
Армения», по сути, второго армянского государства на Южном Кавказе, чем заложил 
основы современных претензий армянских националистов на оккупированные земли M
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Азербайджана. Этот шаг также должен был объяснить коренным жителям Армении, 
ереванским армянам, почему пришедшие из Азербайджана карабахские армяне 
имеют моральное право управлять ими.

Теория цехакрона Нжде в деле борьбы за власть внутри Армении была существенным 
фактором смены политических элит. Президент Левон Тер-Петросян был сторонником 
либерального национализма. Пришедший на смену ему президент Роберт Кочарян 
должен был предложить обществу новую национальную идеологию, чтобы не просто 
быть понятым своими согражданами, но и отличаться от своего предшественника. 
Однако он не смог сформулировать чего-то принципиально нового и просто заимствовал 
теорию Нжде как более праворадикальную и соответствующую проводимой им внешней 
и внутренней политике. С годами теория цехакрона трансформировалась из партийной 
в национальную.

Следует отметить, что вся жизнь современной Армении подчинена идее оккупации 
Нагорного Карабаха, для чего задействованы все ресурсы страны – людские, 
материальные, финансовые, административные и дипломатические. При этом выходцы 
из Карабаха, являвшиеся гражданами или, как минимум, уроженцами Азербайджана, 
занимают сегодня или занимали до недавнего времени все ключевые должности 
в правительстве Армении, вооруженных силах и полиции, а также находились на 
привилегированном положении в финансовой сфере и сфере бизнеса. Экс-президенты 
Армении Роберт Кочарян и Серж Саргсян, являющиеся по своему происхождению 
карабахскими армянами, результаты финансовых преференций от исполнения своих 
властных полномочий выводили в Россию, создавая на ее территории свои частные 
компании и корпорации, фактически ведя по отношении к Армении – стране, которой 
они управляли, компрадорскую и даже колониальную политику. А чтобы население 
Армении не сопротивлялось их компрадорской деятельности, на пьедестал была 
вознесена личность Гарегина Нжде – якобы «основателя» армянского государства 
на части территорий Азербайджана, чтобы в Ереване больше ни у кого не возникал 
вопрос о том, кто в стране хозяин – карабахские или все-таки ереванские армяне.

Любое несогласие гражданского общества Армении с таким положением дел всегда 
жестоко подавлялось силой оружия. Как это произошло, например, 1-2 марта 2008 
года, когда армия была использована в Ереване для разгона массовых манифестаций, 
участники которых протестовали против фальсификации результатов президентских 
выборов, победителем на которых стал выходец из Нагорного Карабаха Серж Саргсян 
(тогда на улицах Еревана военные убили 10 человек из числа протестующих). Таким 
образом, теория Нжде использовалась и используется не только во внешней политике 
Армении для оправдания ее агрессии против Азербайджана, но применялась до 
недавнего времени и во внутренней политике страны для подавления основных прав 
и демократических свобод ее граждан.

Героизация нацистского преступника Гарегина Нжде в понимании властей Армении 
2000-2018 гг. имела двоякую цель. С одной стороны, показать народу Армении, что 
политика подчинения Армении лидерами сепаратистского режима, созданного 
международными  террористами  на  оккупированных землях Азербайджана, M
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одобряется в лице отдельных государств, а с другой стороны, упрочить оккупационный 
режим и сформировать для него видимость морального права на существование. 
Фактически, вся эта политика была насквозь пропитана правовым нигилизмом, 
попранием человеческого достоинства, что всегда было, есть и будет отличительной 
чертой нацизма в любых его идеологических проявлениях и интерпретациях.

Что же касается причин или побудительных мотивов мемориализации памяти Дро в 
современном армянском обществе, то они не менее очевидны, как и в случае с Нжде. 
Для начала следует обратить внимание на тот факт, что данная практика в Армении 
получила распространение только после прихода к власти в этой стране хунты полевых 
командиров незаконных вооруженных формирований армянских сепаратистов 
Нагорного Карабаха под руководством экс-президента Роберта Кочаряна. При его 
предшественнике Левоне Тер-Петросяне в массовом общественном сознании армян 
Дро позиционировался как исторический персонаж, но не как национальный герой, и 
переформатирование представления общества о нем именно в таком качестве началось 
только в 2000 году. Объяснение этому видится нам в происхождении Дро: он родился 
в окрестностях города Игдыр на территории современной Турции, и поэтому в новой 
идеологеме, разрабатываемой выходцами из Карабаха для ереванских армян, он должен 
был символизировать активное силовое влияние армян извне на внутриполитическую 
жизнь Армении. Дро новыми армянскими идеологами был определен как персонаж, 
воплощающий в себе коллективный образ боевиков из армянской диаспоры, 
участвовавших в Карабахской войне 1988-1994 гг. и потом натурализовавшихся в 
Армении. Помимо этого культ Дро во вновь формируемом менталитете армян был 
призван провоцировать комплекс неполноценности у уроженцев Армении, вкупе с 
культом Нжде убеждая их в том, что лидерами нации и страны могут быть не только 
ее уроженцы, но и армяне из диаспоры, способные возродить в армянском обществе 
истинный национальный дух, уничтоженный в ереванских армянах государственной 
идеологией «пролетарского интернационализма» Советского Союза.

Антисоветская и антироссийская направленность деятельности Нжде и Дро также 
была одним из определяющих факторов в выборе их кандидатур идеологами 
новой армянской государственности для возведения в ранг национальных героев, 
поскольку на ментальном уровне формулировала для будущих поколений армян 
главную политическую цель их существования – выход из-под геополитического 
влияния России как основного сдерживающего фактора распространения экспансии 
армянского национализма в регионе Южного Кавказа. Советский Союз в годы своего 
существования не только не поддержал, но и пресек территориальные претензии 
армянских националистов к соседним странам и народам, из-за чего они, как показала 
история Великой Отечественной войны и послевоенного времени, были готовы 
сотрудничать с кем угодно и на каких угодно условиях, лишь бы внешними силами 
был разрушен СССР, и на его обломках образовалось бы мононациональное армянское 
государство с максимально расширенной территорией. По сути, осуществляющаяся 
сегодня в Армении практика героизации нацистских преступников Нжде и Дро 
подтверждает  приверженность властей этой страны идеям  территориальной 
экспансии,  которые  в  1940  году были сформулированы  дашнаками  перед  нацистами.
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Несмотря на то, что в начале мая 2018 года в Армении произошла смена политического 
режима, государственная идеология этой страны остается неизменной, за истекшее с 
того момента время нет не только подвижек, но даже намека на отказ от практики 
героизации нацистских преступников Нжде и Дро как разновидности героизации 
нацизма. 

Следует обратить внимание на то обстоятельство, что при всех голосованиях по 
резолюции ГА ООН «Борьба с героизацией нацизма, неонацизмом и другими видами 
практики, которые способствуют эскалации современных форм расизма, расовой 
дискриминации, ксенофобии и связанной с ними нетерпимости» представители 
Армении всегда вотировали их принятие, голосуя «за». Таким образом, в деле 
осуждения героизации нацизма политическая элита Армения всегда занимала 
двуличную позицию: с одной стороны, осуждая на международном уровне с трибуны 
Генеральной Ассамблеи ООН практику героизации нацизма в третьих странах, с 
другой стороны, одновременно и параллельно с этим реализовывала ее во внутренней 
политике своей страны, устанавливая памятники нацистскому преступнику Гарегину 
Нжде и распространяя его откровенно нацистское учение цехакрона об армянине-
сверхчеловеке среди собственного населения, доказывая такими действиями 
истинность одного из императивов преамбулы этой резолюции, указывающего на 
то, «что неонацизм не сводится лишь к героизации движения, существовавшего в 
прошлом, а представляет собой современное явление, которое поощряют субъекты, 
кровно заинтересованные в расовом неравенстве и готовые пойти на многое ради того, 
чтобы заручиться широкой поддержкой своих необоснованных притязаний на расовое 
превосходство».

Благодаря пропагандистским усилиям армянской диаспоры образ Гарегина Нжде 
уже дважды оказался несовместимым с нормами современного международного 
права. Сначала – как активного и деятельного пособника нацизма и создателя одной 
из его новых теоретических разновидностей, ориентированных на распространение 
среди этнических армян видоизмененных форм нацизма и фашизма. Затем 
– как идеологического образа, с именем и теорией которого ассоциируется 
оккупация Нагорно-Карабахского и прилегающих районов Азербайджана, а также 
целенаправленное неисполнение резолюций Совета Безопасности ООН 822, 853, 874 
и 884.
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Архитектура безопасности Южного Кавказа и 
грузино – азербайджанский военный договор 1919 года

Омар АРДАШЕЛИЯ*

16 июня исполнится 100 лет договору между Грузией и Азербайджаном о Военном 
сотрудничестве, который положил основу сотрудничества между двумя странами в 
предотвращении конфликтов и оказанию взаимной помощи, что давало возможность, 
с одной стороны,  строить отношения  в рамках диалога  и совместного сотрудничества 
в военной сфере, с другой стороны, укрепить обороноспособность  двух стран.  
Причиной  подписания соглашения послужила нестабильность  у границ  Южного  
Кавказа, опасность вторжения  добровольческой армии генерала Деникина1.

Грузино-азербайджанское военное соглашение интересно тем, что ни до, и ни 
после Грузия не имела такого соглашения с сопредельной страной в военном 
плане, где четко были обрисованы обязательства сторон, как в области укрепления 
обороноспособности, так и совместных действий в случае необходимости для обоих 
государств2. Какова была предыстория заключения данного договора и почему она 
имеет, даже спустя сто лет, значение для двухсторонних отношений, и возможно ли, 
учитывая опыт данного соглашения, говорить о возможности его реанимирования, но 
уже в тех реалиях, которые существуют на данный момент в регионе и выстроить 
прямое военное сотрудничество  в духе договора 1919 года, но на новых условиях 
и теми игроками, которые задают тон в региональной безопасности в целом и по 
отдельности.

Хотелось бы, прежде чем говорить о насущных проблемах сегодняшнего дня в сфере 
двухсторонних отношений  по данному вопросу, окинуть взглядом далекое прошлое, 
когда еще неокрепшие молодые государства пытались найти выход из сложной 
военно- политической обстановки, в которой они оказались после провозглашения  
независимости.

При современном состоянии международного права, государства, обретшие 
независимость, попадают под плотную опеку как международных организаций, так 
и ведущих государств, что при правильном подходе и стабильной политической 
обстановке дает возможность поэтапного развития как в плане межгосударственных 
отношений, так и международных сообществ. Но, как показывает история, такое 
развитие событий выпадает тем странам, которые в силу разных обстоятельств сразу 
оказываются в сфере влияния ведущих европейских государств в силу геополитической 
близости, что дает им возможность спокойно чувствовать себя в крепких объятиях  
своих покровителей. 

* Профессор, доктор исторических наук (Сухум, Грузия)
1 Несмотря на то, что Армения имела необоснованные территориальные претензии, как к Грузии, так и к 
Азербайджану, договор все же не был направлен против  Армении. 
2 Следует отметить, что Грузия и Азербайджан сразу же де-факто признали независимость друг друга. Полномочным 
представителем Грузии в Азербайджане был Николоз Карцивадзе (впоследствии его сменили сначала Г.Махарадзе 
и затем Г.Алишбаия), азербайджанским дипломатическим представителем в Грузии был Мамед Юсуф Джафаров.M
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Если по окончании Первой мировой войны на Версальской мирной конференции 
сразу же было принято решение о признании восточноевропейских государств и 
стран Балтии  независимыми  государствами  с  последующим их включением в Лигу 
Нации, то после распада Российской империи и насильственного прихода к власти 
большевиков с последующей гражданской войной, которая поставила молодые 
Республики Южного Кавказа перед дилеммой - смогут ли они выстоят в одиночку 
перед грозной опасностью, надвигающейся  с севера, как красной угрозы, так и 
белогвардейской. Вдобавок можно отнести несуразной попытки Армении расширить 
свои границы за счет Грузии и Азербайджана, что послужило крайне негативным 
последствием для нестабильности в регионе и последующей «миротворческой» 
миссии Англии, которая закончилась  фактическим отторжением  от  Грузии Лоре–
Таширсской области под видом нейтральной зоны3.

Грузинские и азербайджанские деятели Первой Республики после объявления 
независимости, своими первыми декретами большое значение придавали 
формированию вооружённых сил, которые должно были обеспечить защиту их границ 
и территориальной целостности4.

Учитывая то обстоятельство, что во времена Первой мировой войны на Кавказском 
фронте дислоцировались значительные части царской армии, которые вели боевые 
действия против Османской империи, здесь было сконцентрировано немало 
военных складов с оружием и амуницией, что давало возможность иметь более 
или менее необходимое вооружение и боеприпасы. После выхода России из войны 
и последующей демобилизации, в Грузию вернулось очень много солдат, офицеров 
и генералов, имевших боевой опыт на фонтах Первой мировой, что также дало 
возможность грузинскому правительству начать спешное формирование грузинских 
вооружённых сил. Все это сыграло большую роль в отражении агрессии, внезапно 
вторгшихся  в декабре 1918 года в пределы Грузии армянских формирований с целю 
захвата Ахалцихе и Джавахетии5, так и Красной армии в феврале 1921 года с целью 
советизации Грузии.

В отличие от Грузии с кадровым составом в Азербайджане были проблемы, так как 
в царскую армию не призывали лиц мусульманской национальности, соответственно 
в Азербайджанской армии было мало опытных офицеров и генералов6, которые 
могли руководить личным составом, кроме этого ощущалось нехватка, как оружия, 

3 Гурам Мархулия. Лорийская  область-историческая  территория  Грузии. The Caucasus and World. International 
Scientifi c Journal. 2010, № 6.С.182 ислед.
4 Декрет национально совета
5 Гурам Мархулия. Армяно-грузинские взаимоотношения в 1918-1920 годах. Тб. 2007 ст. 104.
6 Предпосылкой к созданию Азербайджанской национальной армии явилось решение Закавказского комиссариата 
от 11 декабря 1917 г. о формировании национальных корпусов: Мусульманского, Грузинского и Армянского. 
В соответствии с приказом главнокомандующего войсками Кавказского фронта генерала от инфантерии 
М.А.Пржевальского от 19 декабря 1917 г. № 155 мусульманский корпус должен был состоять из двух стрелковых 
дивизий, двух артиллерийских бригад, двух мортирных и одной конной батареи, отдельной конной бригады, 
саперного батальона и ряда вспомогательных подразделений. Командиром корпуса был назначен ветеран обороны 
Порт-Артура, бывший командующий 10-й русской армией на Западном фронте генерал-лейтенант Али ага Исмаил 
ага оглы Шихлинский. Цит. Азад Гусейнов. Армия Азербайджанской Демократической республики. 1918-1920.
https://www.ourbaku.com/index.php/Армия_Азербайджанской_Демократической_республики.1918—1920 M
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так и боеприпасов и амуниции, что негативно сказывалось на боеспособности 
вооружённых сил молодой республики7. Несмотря на это, руководство республики 
делало все возможное для создания национальных кадров. Особенно эта деятельность 
активизировалась в сентябре 1918 года после переезда правительства из Гянджи в 
Баку. 23  октября  1918  г.  на  заседании  правительства  было  принято решение о 
восстановлении деятельности Военного министерства, которое и было учреждено 
7 ноября8. Несмотря на сжатые сроки «при помощи турецких офицеров в Гяндже 
была открыта Военная школа прапорщиков, куда принимались лишь лица, имеющие 
образование не ниже начального училища. Первый ускоренный выпуск в этой школе 
состоялся  в  октябре 1918 г. 27 октября 1918 г.  Министерству  внутренних  дел  
был выделен «кредит в 50 тыс. рублей на открытие и оборудование трех военных 
училищ в городе Баку. В ноябре 1919 г. Школа прапорщиков была преобразована в 
Военное училище,  рассчитанное  на 250 слушателей с тремя отделениями: общим, 
артиллерийским и инженерным (последнее, однако, не удалось открыть). Для 
подготовки будущих курсантов этого училища в Баку была создана юнкерская школа. В 
конце 1919-начале 1920 гг. открылись также кавалерийское, артиллерийское и саперное 
училища, а также пулеметно-гренадерская, военно-железнодорожная и военно-
фельдшерская школы. С целью улучшения подготовки унтер-офицерского состава 
армии с апреля 1920 г. планировалось создание специальных батальонных и полковых 
школ ликвидации безграмотности с четырехмесячным курсом обучения»9.

Как следует из вышесказанного, несмотря на сжатые сроки, азербайджанское 
правительство смогло заложить основы национальной армии, но этого было 
недостаточно, так как для полноценного формирования армии требуется длительное 
время, которого, к сожалению, для быстро протекающего политического и 
международного процесса оказалось слишком мало. Это относится и к грузинской 
стороне, несмотря на то, что грузинская армия в плане офицерского состава была 
достаточно укомплектована, в плане вооружения и боеприпасов имелась большая 
нехватка, которая негативно сказывалась на боеготовности10.

Армения, несмотря на то, что также в спешном порядке создавала свою армию, в  
отличии от Грузии и Азербайджана имела ощутимое преимущество в стрелковом 
оружии, боеприпасах и артиллерии, так как большую часть  вооружения в 1917 году 
командование    Кавказской армии готовило для наступления на Месопотамию в альянсе 
с английским  экспедиционным корпусом из-за чего большая часть вооружения и 
амуниции со складов Кутаисской и Тифлисской губернии была переброшена ближе к 
зонам предполагаемых боевых действий на территории Турции и Ирана11. В этой связи 

7 О сложностях в военном деле писал в своих воспоминаниях первый лидер независимого Азербайджана М. 
Э.Расул-заде, «...мусульмане забыли даже те методы обороны, которые они использовали в военных организациях 
времен ханств». Расул-заде М.Э. Сборник произведений и писем. М., 2010. С. 66.
8 Нурулла Алиев. Военно-политические аспекты деятельности Азербайджанского правительства в 1918-1920 гг. 
http://www.elibrary.az/docs/jurnal/jrn2018_463.pdf
9  Там же.
10 Димитри Силагадзе. Вооружение  армии  и народной  гвардии  первой грузинской  Республики. Тб., 2017, с. 13-14 
(на  груз. яз.).
11 Арчил Чачхиани. Борьба  за  территориальную целостность Грузии в 1918-1919 гг. (армяно-грузинская война). 
Тб., 2006, с. 50-51.M
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военные арсеналы и склады вооружения на территории Грузии резко сократились12, 
что негативно сказалось на боеспособности грузинской армии и на ее оснащении в 
ходе военных действий в 1918-1921 годах.

Глава  азербайджанского правительства Фатали Хан–Хойский, выступая в парламенте 
своей страны, подчеркивал: «Отношения между  Азербайджаном и Грузией 
дружественные, спо р ные вопросы решаются мирным путем на основе дружественных 
взаимоотношений...»13.

Военное соглашение Грузии и Азербайджана было продиктовано сложной внешне по-
ли ти ческой обстановкой, в особенности на северном направлении. Генерал Деникин, 
вместо того чтобы наладить отношения с Грузией и Азербайджаном в борьбе против 
красной угрозы, грозился вторжением, что ставило его в один ряд с большевиками, 
которые также ставили своей целью захват всего Закавказья, что означало прекращение 
существования молодых республик.

Именно исходя из сложного внешнеполитического положения, руководства Грузии 
и Азербайджана решили объединить свои усилия и договориться о военном 
сотрудничестве, которое должно было, с одной стороны, укрепить  их военно-
политическое положение, с другой стороны, продемонстрировать Антанте единство 
в рядах молодых государств. Нижеследующее текст соглашения, которое было 
согласовано делегациями Грузии и Азербайджана на конференции, состоявшейся в 
Тифлисе  в июне 1919 года и которое было подписано 16 июня:

«Правительство Республики Грузия с одной стороны, представленное Министром 
Иностранных Дел Гегечкори, Министром Военных и Внутренних Дел Рамишвили, 
помощником Военного Министра генералом Гедевановым и членом Военного Совета 
генералом Одишелидзе, и Правительство Азербайджанской Республики, с другой 
стороны, представленное Министром Иностранных Дел Джафаровым, Военным 
Министром генералом Мехмандаровым и начальником генерального штаба генералом 
Сулкевичем, которые ознакомились с полномочиями, и нашли их в должной форме и 
надлежащем виде, заключили, в виду серьёзной угрозы независимости Закавказских 
Республик, настоящее соглашение на следующих основаниях:

I. Договаривающиеся государства обязуются выступать совместно всеми 
вооружёнными силами и военными средствами против всякого нападения, 
угрожающего независимости или территориальной неприкосновенности 
одной или обеих договаривающихся республик, примечание: параграф этот 
не распространяется на пограничные конфликты, могущие возникнуть на 
почве ещё не закончившегося территориального размежевания Закавказских 
Республик.

II. Если какое-либо соседнее государство вовремя уже открывшихся, согласно 
1-му пункта, военных действий нападёт на одного или обоих союзников с 

12 Там же.
13 Азербайджанская Республика. Документы и материалы. 1918-1920 гг., Баку, 1998, с. 96. M
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целью разрешения силою оружия пограничных споров, то таковое государство 
признаётся воюющей стороной. 

III. Настоящее соглашение носит строго оборонительный характер, и если одна 
из сторон по собственной инициативе, без предварительного соглашения, 
объявляет войну или открывает военные действия, то другая договаривающаяся 
сторона не обязана участвовать в этих военных действиях.

IV. Договаривающиеся стороны обязуются все могущие возникнуть между ними 
споры о границах разрешать путём соглашения или арбитража, решение 
которого признаются окончательными и обязательными для обеих сторон. 

V. Настоящее соглашение заключается сроком на 3 года. За год до истечения этого 
срока каждой из договаривающихся сторон предоставляется право заявить о 
своём желании продлить его на новый срок, или об отказе от соглашения. В 
последнем случае соглашение теряет силу лишь по истечении назначенного 
срока.

VI. Договаривающиеся стороны обязуются солидарно выступать и вести 
дипломатические переговоры, направленные на охрану независимости и 
суверенных прав обоих государств.

VII. При наступлении условий, указанных в 1-м и 2-м пунктах, договаривающиеся 
государства обязуются не заключать сепаратного мира. 

VIII. Договаривающиеся стороны обязуются не заключать военных конвенций с 
другими государствами без предварительного согласия союзника. 

IX. Если до истечения срока, указанного в 5-м пункте, создаётся Лига Наций, 
гарантирующая независимость и неприкосновенность границ всем государствам, 
входящим в ее состав, то с момента вступления договаривающихся Республик 
в Лигу Наций настоящее соглашение утрачивает силу.

X. Третьей закавказской республике – Армении предоставляется право в 
двухнедельный срок со дня официального сообщения настоящего заявить о 
своём согласии, присоединиться к этому соглашению. 

XI. Обмен ратификациями производится в г. Баку в двухнедельный срок со дня 
подписания.

XII. Настоящее соглашение составлено в двух подлинниках14.

Министр Иностранных Дел Грузии Е.Гегечкори, 
Военный Министр Н.Рамишвили, 
Помощник Военного Министра генерал А.Гедеванов15, 
14 Сборник правовых актов Демократической республики  Грузии, Тб., 1990. Текст на груз. языке  c. 275 – 277. На  
русском с. 278 – 279;  Смотрите также Газ. „Сакартвелос республика“  1919,  №133. 
15 Генерал  А.Гедеванишвили В грузинском тексте упоминается, как Гедеванишвили, а в русском тексте как 
Гедеванов.M
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Генерал И.Одишелидзе
Министр Иностранных Дел Азербайджанской Республики М.Ю. Джафаров, 
Военный Министр С.Мехмандаров, 
Начальник Генерального Штаба генерал-лейтенант М. Сулкевич16.

Примечательно, что обе страны призвали Армению присоединиться к этому военному 
соглашению, чтобы сохранить и защитить мир на Кавказе17. 

Этот договор явно свидетельствует о дальновидности политики руководителей, 
которые смогли достичь соглашения в сложный период. Какова была практическая 
составляющая  этого договора и как можно его оценить с практической точки зрения? 
Во-первых, это было со г лашение, которое давало возможность двум странам при 
благоприятном стечении международной обстановки консолидировать свои военные 
ресурсы для отражении  внешней агрессии, во-вторых, оно давало возможность 
более тесного сотрудничества в военной области и, в-третьих, этим был заложен 
тот фундамент, который в наши дни определяет наши взаимоотношения в вопросах 
безопасности в регионе.
       
Договор получил широкое одобрение в политических кругах, как Грузии, так и 
Азербайджана18. Парламент Грузии 22 июня 1919 года единогласно ратифицировал 
договор19, парламент Азербайджана 27 июня ратифицировал договор, против были 
только боль ше вики20.

Почему этот договор не вступил в силу, когда в апреле 1920 года Красная Армия  
вторглась в пределы Азербайджана? Как в Грузии, так и в Азербайджане, многие 
исследователи полагают, что Грузия не выполнила сог лашение. Это в корне  не 
соответствует действительности, так как парламент  Азербайд жана в Баку признал 
новую Советскую власть большевиков. 

Уже в апреле 1920 года события в Баку развивались стремительно. Под влиянием 
большевистской агитации на сторону восставших перешёл полк «Ярдым Алайи», 
занявший несколько кварталов Баку. Военный министр С. Мехмандаров, понимая 
сложившуюся обстановку и безнадёжность Бакинского гарнизона, да и ещё 
учитывая переход границы частями XI Красной Армии, не желал проливать 
кровь. Вместе с временно исполняющим должность начальника штаба, генерал-
майором А. Гайтабаши он подписал приказ № 237, фактически означающий 
подчинение  новым  властям. 

16 ЦГИАГ.  Ф.1833, оп., 1, д., № 96, л. 2 . Следует отметить, что договор был подписам  сроком  на  3 года.
17 Сборник правовых актов Демократической республики  Грузии, Тб., 1990.c. 276. См. Омар Ардашелия, Грузино-
Азербайджанское стратегическое партнерство. История и современность. Издательство ,,Универсал“, Тбилиси. 
2018. c.42. 
18 См. Гиорги Богверадзе, К вопросу ратификации грузино-азербайджанского договора 1919 года, „Вестник  
Кавказа“, №3, Тб., 2001.
19 Сборник правовых актов Демократической республики Грузии, Тб., 1990. Текст на груз. языке  c. 275 – 277. На  
русском с. 278 – 279;  
20 Отар Джанелидзе. Очерки  истории  грузинской  демократической  Республики. Тб., 2018, с. 233. M
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В 12 часов дня 27 апреля  делегация большевиков во главе с Гамидом Султановым от 
имени ЦК Компартии Азербайджана, Бакинского бюро крайкома РКП(б) и президиума 
«рабочей конференции» предъявила парламенту и правительству ультиматум о сдаче 
власти партии большевиков в течение 12 часов21.

Для обсуждения ультиматума перед заседанием парламента была образована комиссия 
в составе  М.Г. Гаджинского,  М.Э. Расулзаде, К. Карабекова,  А.Сафикюрдского и 
А. Кардашева. Во избежание кровопролития член ЦК партии «Мусават» Шафи-
бек Рустамбеков предложил некоторым депутатам оставить Баку и переехать в Гянджу 
для организации там сопротивления. Однако его предложение не нашло поддержки у 
собравшихся. В 20:45 открылось экстренное заседание парламента, на повестке дня 
которого  был  лишь  один вопрос - ультиматум  о  сдаче  власти.  Перед  обсуждением вопроса  
военный   министр  С. Мехмандаров сообщил членам парламента о невозможности воо-
ружённого сопротивления. По настоянию М. Э. Расулзаде было принято решение про вести 
открытое заседание парламента, «чтобы не принимались решения без ведома народа и 
чтоб он знал, в каком положении мы находимся»22. Огласив текст ультиматума, премьер-
министр М.Г. Гаджинский предложил принять условия ультиматума и был поддержан 
представителями различных парламентских фракций – С. А. Агамалиоглы („Гуммет“), К. 
Ка ра бековым („Иттихад“), А. Сафикюрдским (Социалистический блок), А. Кардашевым 
(„Эх рар“). Несмотря на то, что М. Э. Расулзаде не соглашался с условиями ультиматума, 
партия „Му сават“ вынуждена была присоединиться к мнению большинства23. При голо-
со ва нии один проголосовал  против  сдачи власти  и трое депутатов  воздержались,  
остальные все „за“.

В этой ситуации правительству Грузии сложно было предпринимать какие-либо 
действия, так как правительство Азербайджана, с которым Грузия подписывала 
договор, фактически сложило с себя полномочия.

Однако  событиям  в  Баку  было  посвящено  специальное  заседание правительства 
Грузии, на ко тором был поставлен вопрос о поддержке правительства АДР, согласно 
договору от 16 июня. Согласно договору, правительство Грузии в срочном порядке 
подготовило свои  войска, по словам генерала А.Закариадзе были мобилизованы  
определенные части армии, а именно – 3 батальона пехотных войск, одна 
артиллерийская дивизия со своей технической частью под руководством генерал-
майора Г.Сумбаташвили24. Грузинские войска двинулись к границам Азербайджана, 
но в Азербайджане Советская власть устанавливалась так стремительно, что 
правительство Грузии вынуждено было отдать приказ вернуть войска в свои части 
обратно25.
21 История гражданской войны в СССР.  Конец иностранной военной интервенции и гражданской войны в СССР. 
Ликвидация последних очагов контрреволюции. (Февраль 1920 г. — октябрь 1922 г.), Т. 5. Ред. комиссия тома: 
С. М. Будённый, С. Ф. Найда., Г. Д. Обичкин, Н. Г. Софинов, А. А. Стручков, Н. И. Шатагин - Государственное 
издательство политической литературы, 1960.  Москва, c. 225. 
22 Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика (1918-1920) / Отв. ред. Н. Агамалиева. — Баку: Элм, 1998.с. 
265—266. 
23 Там же.
24 Журнал „Мхедари“,  №1-4, с. 50, Тб., 1994 (На груз.яз.).
25 Гиорги  Богверадзе. История  грузино-азербайджанских  военно-политических отношений  в 1918-1920 гг. 
(Диссертация на соискание степени кандидата исторических наук,  Тб., 2003, с.127. Рукопись. На груз.яз.)M
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Кроме этого, грузинское правительство, в виду разных обстоятельств, как отмечают 
некоторые  исследователи,  не проявило достаточно твердости, чтобы привести в 
действие условия военного соглашения, опасаясь столкновения с большевиками, 
идеологию которых с некоторой оговоркой они разделяли. В связи с этим 
грузинский историк  М. Бахтадзе, говоря о военном соглашении, отмечает, что 
«Вообще договоры для того и составляются, чтобы их выполнять. В первом же 
пункте грузино – азербайджанского военно-оборонительного договора ясно было 
сказано, что «Договаривающиеся государства обязуются выступать совместно 
всеми вооружёнными силами и военными средствами против всякого нападения, 
угрожающего независимости или территориальной неприкосновенности одной или 
обеих договаривающихся республик». Исходя из этого, грузинское правительство 
должно было не обсуждать вопрос внутриполитической обстановки в Азербайджане 
(если это их очень интересовало нужно было обсуждать раньше), а дать указание 
командованию вооружённых сил (армия и народная гвардия) оказать срочную военную 
помощь Азербайджану. Большая часть азербайджанских вооруженных сил и вправду 
находилась в Карабахе и у Гянджи, и бакинское направление фактически осталось без 
защиты. Правда и то, что не были взорваны железнодорожные полотна и мосты, чтобы 
остановить продвижение большевистских бронепоездов. Но эти причины совсем не 
освобождали грузинское правительство от сою з ни ческих обязательств. В момент 
собрания, члены грузинского правительства не могли знать, как быстро большевики 
смогут захватить Баку. Через 24 часа или 24 дня. По нашему мнению, во время 
совещания членов правительства изначально неправильно был поставлен вопрос. 
Нужно было обсуждать не внутриполитическую обстановку соседней республики, а 
искать конкретные пути скорейшей военной помощи Азербайджану»26. Несмотря на 
разночтения применения данного договора на практике надо отметить, что это было 
полноценное соглашение, которое уже одним своим существованием давало двум 
молодым государствам  надежду на взаимопомощь, что было  крайне необходимо в те 
неспокойные времена. Несмотря на то, что  условия договора не были реализованы, 
он оставило глубокий след в грузино – азербайджанских отношениях как договор двух 
равноправных сторон, которые в кратчайшие сроки смогли договориться о тех вопросах, 
которые стояли на повестке дня в сфере обороны и безопасности двух республик. 

Уроки прошлого должны быть назиданием для сегодняшних политиков, так как 
если взглянуть внимательно, то геополитический ландшафт Южного Кавказа до сих 
пор  находится под влиянием рецидивов столетней давности, но восстановление 
независимости Грузии и Азербайджана  в начале 90-х годов прошлого века изменило 
многое, как в развитии, так и в политических приоритетах вновь обретших 
независимость стран.

Каково сегодняшнее состояние в деле обеспечения безопасности  региона,  который 
таит еще много непредсказуемого, но в отличие от первых годов независимости 
представляется более слаженным механизмом в деле обеспечения региональной 
безопасности?

26 Михаил Бахтадзе. О Военном договоре 1919 года между Грузией и Азербайджаном. Журнал „Право и 
политология“. 2010. №7. с.40. M
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В отличие от прошлого, безопасность современной Грузии и Азербайджана зиждется  
как на суверенитете, так и на международном признании межгосударственных  
существующих границ. Кроме этого, Грузия и Азербайджан стремятся строить 
свои отношения на региональной платформе с участием Турции, которая является 
связуемым звеном эко но ми ческого развития Каспийско-Черноморского бассейна. 
Заинтересован-ность Запада в энергоресурсах также является стимулом для плотной 
опеки этого региона, хотя инди ви дуальный подход сторон разнится, так как Грузия 
стремится стать членом Северо-атла н ти ческого Альянса, а Азербайджан больше 
склоняется к тесным военно-экономическим связям с дружественной Турцией, что 
дает ему больше свободы действия на внешнеполитической арене. 

Вопрос безопасности в регионе один из чувствительных вопросов, так как здесь 
находятся очаги сепаратизма, которые в любую минуту могут разразиться в новый 
конфликт. Исходя из этого, нужны определенные гарантии, и исходя из того, что 
огромная инфраструктура неф те и газоснабжения требует огромных усилий по 
обеспечению безопасности, что не по плечу ни одному из государств, а также угроза 
терроризма, которая, к сожалению, является неотъемлемой частью политического 
пейзажа многих ближневосточных госу да рств и не только. Кроме того сдерживание и 
борьба с транснациональной  преступностью, борьба с которой является приоритетом 
трех стран, диктовала более тесное взаи мо дей ствие.

Исходя  из  выше  перечисленных  причин  и  исторического  опыта,  Грузия  и 
Азербайджан  постепенно стремятся наладить военное сотрудничество, так как без него 
их тесное эко но ми ческое27 взаимоотношение будет неполным. Основным партнером 
двух стран в деле строительства региональной платформы в области безопасности 
является Турция,  которая по взаимной договорённости институализировала эти 
отношения, когда 12 июля 2010 года была подписана «Трабзонская декларация», 
которая еще раз подтверждает территориальную целостность Грузии и Азербайджана 
и является той основой, на которой зиждутся трех с торонние отношения, что является 
большим успехом дипломатии трех стран.

Таким образом,  современное сотрудничество в регионе  связано со многими фак то-
рами,  главным из которых является экономический, который сближает и интегрирует 
их в единый организм, который в свою очередь нуждается не только в международно 
– пра во вой защите, но и обеспечении безопасности. Без этого невозможно длительное 
стабильное развитие региона, который является частью единого глобального 
экономического пространства, без которого уже невозможно  его стабильное развитие. 

И наконец, исходя из опыта военно-исторических отно ше ний между Грузией и 
Азербайджаном в целях поддержания архитектуры безопасности Южного Кавказа,  
обе страны, во-первых, твердо поддерживают добрососедские отношения, во-вторых, 
на основе опыта исторических связей изыскивают новые пути и средства расширения 
сотрудничества, в том числе в военной сфере, и в-третьих, активно поддерживают 
друг друга на международной арене.
27 Омар Ардашелия. Грузино-Азербайджанское стратегическое партнерство. История и современность. 
Издательство „Универсал“, Тбилиси. 2018, с.101 (на груз. яз.).M
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Основные направления деятельности азербайджанской дипломатии
(1918-1920 гг.)

Руслан ШЕВЧЕНКО *

Период 1918-1920 гг. один из важнейших этапов в истории дипломатии Азербайджана, 
заложивший  во  многом  исторические  и  политические  предпосылки ее 
функционирования на современном этапе, после провозглашения независимости 
Азербайджана от СССР в 1991 г. Уже тогда закладывались основы взаимоотношений 
Азербайджана с рядом европейских государств, позволившие добиться признания 
Азербайджана на международной арене. Современные азербайджанские дипломаты 
часто обращаются к опыту тех сложных лет, чтобы извлечь уроки из деятельности 
своих предшественников. В этом контексте представляют немалый интерес основные 
направления дипломатической деятельности Азербайджанской Демократической 
Республики (АДР), некоторые аспекты которых освещаются в настоящей статье.

С  принятием  Акта  независимости  АДР  28  мая  1918  г. Временный Национальный 
Совет во главе с М.Расулзаде сформировал правительство во главе с Ф.Хойским. 
Министром иностранных дел в нем стал Мамед-Гасан Гаджинский (партия «Мусават»)1. 

Уже 4 июня 1918 г. было подписано соглашение между Османской империей и АДР, 
в котором были обозначены и границы между двумя государствами. Османская 
империя брала на себя обязательство оказать при необходимости военную помощь 
Азербайджану2. Имелось в виду содействовать ликвидации армянских банд в Карабахе 
и изгнанию большевиков из Баку. Уже в июне 1918 г. подразделения турецкой армии 
появились в Азербайджане3. 15 сентября того же года Баку был освобожден и туда 
вступило правительство АДР.  

В первые же месяцы после установления контроля над Баку правительство АДР 
приступило к налаживанию постоянных дипломатических контактов на уровне 
дипломатических представительств и организации работы внешнеполитических 
ведомств. В Положении об учреждении МИД Азербайджанской Республики в 
числе направлений  его  деятельности  значились:  –  налаживание политических, 
экономических и культурных отношений с зарубежными государствами; – обеспечение 
торговых и иных интересов Азербайджана за рубежом; – оказание влияния на усиление 
и развитие промышленных и торговых связей с зарубежными странами; – сохранение 
здоровья и имущества граждан Азербайджана, проживающих за рубежом; – оказание 
помощи иностранным гражданам в их законных требованиях об оказании помощи в 
личных делах4. 

*  Доктор исторических наук, Институт эффективной политики (Кишинев, Молдова)
1 Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика (1918-1920).Редколлегия – Ф.Максудов и др. Ответственный 
редактор – Н.Агамалиева. Баку: Элм, 1998, с.39. (далее – Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика…)
2 Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика (1918-1920) Внешняя политика (Документы и материалы). 
Баку: Азербайджан, 1998, с.13-14. (далее - Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика (1918-1920) Внешняя 
политика…)
3  Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика…, с.42-43.
4  Блищенко В., Сарыев Р. Дипслужба независимого Азербайджана (1918-1920) // https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=22994934 M
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В соответствии с указанным положением во главе Министерства иностранных дел 
стоял министр, имевший заместителя и советника. МИД АДР состоял из центрального 
управления и зарубежных органов внешних связей. Центральное управление включало 
Совет министерства, канцелярию  и департамент. Последний объединил отдел 
внутренних и внешних связей и отдел по работе с личным составом. В канцелярии 
были представлены: директор, вице-директор,  два  чиновника  по особым поручениям, 
отделы по  дипломатической  работе,  хозяйственный,  регистрационный,  отдел  
переводов  и  архив. В компетенцию дипломатического отдела входили: – подготовка 
по указанию министра нот; – представление правительства страны; – взаимное 
представление дипломатических представителей, консулов, агентов; – разбор дел, 
связанных с территориальными спорами; – ведение дипломатической переписки. 
Хозяйственный отдел занимался управлением  имуществом министерства как внутри 
страны, так и за рубежом, подготовкой сметы расходов МИД, ведением бухгалтерской 
отчётности. Регистрационный отдел ведал регистрацией документов, приёмом и 
отправкой корреспонденции, контролем курьерской экспедиции. Что же касается 
зарубежных органов внешних сношений, то они были представлены посольствами и 
представительствами, генеральными консульствами, консульствами и консульскими 
агентствами5. 

Ещё накануне вступления в Баку, 12 сентября 1918 г., правительство вынесло 
постановление о назначении поверенных по делам Азербайджана в Германии, Иране и 
Армении, в Украине. 14 сентября в качестве дипломатического представителя Армении 
в Азербайджане был признан Т.Бекзадян, а в октябре в Баку приступило к работе 
представительство Грузии во главе с Н.Карцивадзе. 23 октября 1918 г. постановлением 
Совета  министров  было  учреждено  дипломатическое  представительство  Азербайджана 
при Крымском краевом правительстве. Незадолго до этого правительство назначило 
дипломатического представителя в Армении – им стал заместитель министра юстиции 
Теймур-бек Макинский6.

Новой целью азербайджанской дипломатии стала на этом этапе борьба за обеспечение 
возможно большей независимости властей Азербайджана от британских войск, вскоре 
появившихся в Баку. Несмотря на обращение главы Правительства Азербайджана 
Ф.Хойского к командующему британскими войсками генерал-майору В.Томсону, 
в котором он высказывал надежду,  что вступление английских войск в Баку  
«...не послужит нарушением независимости Азербайджана и его территориальной 
целостности»,  В.Томсон согласился только на невмешательство его войск во внутренние 
дела Азербайджана. Зато власть в Бакинской губернии, а также вся Закавказская 
железная дорога перешли под его собственный контроль, флаги АДР были сняты, 
а Правительство АДР обязалось финансировать Бакинский порт из своих средств7.

Сложная внешнеполитическая ситуация в республике диктовала необходимость 
ускоренного формирования представительного органа, способного установить прочную 

5 Там же.
6 Там же; Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика (1918-1920) Внешняя политика…, с.166.
7 Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика…, с.49-50; Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика (1918-
1920) Внешняя политика…, с.84-85.M
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связь с европейской демократией. Однако формирование его в сложных политических 
условиях путем всенародных выборов не представлялось возможным. Метод кооптации 
или же назначения не мог соответствовать существующим в этот период в западных 
странах избирательным принципам, что в свою очередь означало, что мировое сообщество 
не признало бы его органом, представляющим интересы всего народа. Единственно 
возможным поэтому оставалось восстановление прежнего состава Национального 
Совета, члены которого были избраны на основе всеобщих выборов во Всероссийское 
Учредительное Собрание. Исходя из этого, решением правительства республики от 9 
ноября 1918 года созыв Национального Совета был назначен на 16 ноября8. Собравшийся 
в этот день Национальный Совет принял 19 ноября 1918 г. Закон об образовании 
Парламента и назначил на 3 (позднее перенесено на 7) декабря 1918 г. его созыв. В новом 
Правительстве, созданном 26 декабря 1918 г., Ф.Хойский стал совмещать пост премьера 
и министра иностранных дел9. Однако работал этот кабинет весьма непродолжительное 
время, к тому же его деятельность все время осложнялась конфликтами с британскими 
оккупационными войсками10.

Следующей проблемой, с которой  пришлось столкнуться азербайджанским дипломатам, 
было недопущение на территорию страны наступавших на юг войск Деникина. 
За посредничеством МИД Азербайджана (М.Джафаров) обратился к итальянским 
представителям, а также к командованию союзных войск во главе с генералом Г.Корном, 
однако данные в результате заверения деникинцев не успокоили Правительство 
Н.Усуббекова, находившееся тогда у власти, и оно призвало народ к единению против 
внешней опасности11.

В то же время британская военная администрация вела себя непоследовательно в 
вопросе Карабаха и Зангезура. Отступив от прежних своих заверений, они фактически 
предали законную власть в этих регионах и всячески старались устранить с должности 
генерал-губернатора АДР X.Султанова. Такая политика англичан способствовала 
не только многочисленным насильственным действиям армян в регионе, но и их 
нежеланию признать власть правительства АДР. После ряда совместных англо-армянских 
мероприятий (поездка генерала Дэви в Нахчыван, приказ подписанный им и Дро, приезд 
премьер-министра Армении Г. Хатисяна в регион и т. д.) в середине мая - конце июля 
1919 года в регионе усилилось дашнакское влияние. Такое развитие событий вынудило 
азербайджанское население региона послать командующему британскими войсками на 
Кавказе генералу Кора, Г. Хатисяну и МИД АДР М.Джафарову телеграммы и обращения с 
протестом. Была послана специальная делегация и в Тебриз. Наряду с дипломатическими 
мерами, население ряда местностей оказывало вооруженное сопротивление армянским 
бандформированиям. В результате предпринятых азербайджанским правительством 
военно-политических шагов и успешных боев 19-25 июля 1919 года был положен конец 
беззаконию в регионе. Армянское население Карабаха на своем VII съезде (август 1919 
года) приняло акт о признании власти АДР12.

8 Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика…,  с.54.
9 Там же, с.54, 57.
10 Там же, с.57-58, 60.
11 Там же, с.64.
12 Там же, с.80. M
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В этой связи следует обратить внимание на важнейшее направление деятельности 
азербайджанской дипломатии – сохранение целостности АДР, включая Карабах, 
Зангезур и Нахичевань. На эти территории претендовала и Армения. Поскольку США 
не имели воинские контингенты в этом регионе, верховный комиссар союзников в 
Армении, представлявший США, полковник Хаскел, признавая Зангезур и Карабах 
составной частью Азербайджана, выдвинул при этом предложение объявить 
территории Нахчыванского и Шарур-Даралаязского уездов нейтральной зоной и 
создать здесь американское генерал-губернаторство. Но, благодаря дипломатическим 
усилиям правительства АДР, попытки Армении завладеть этими территориями с 
помощью американцев потерпели фиаско. Однако армянские власти продолжали 
настаивать на своих территориальных претензиях и по их вине провалились армяно-
азербайджанские переговоры по урегулированию пограничных споров. Это привело 
к вспышке вооруженного конфликта между Арменией и Азербайджаном за Карабах 
весной 1920 г.13

Особо важным из всех аспектов деятельности азербайджанской дипломатии в 
исследуемый период следует считать отстаивание ею интересов Азербайджана на 
Парижской мирной конференции в 1919-1920 гг. Главной целью азербайджанской 
делегации на Парижской конференции было достижение международного признания 
Азербайджана14. Несмотря на многочисленные препятствия, азербайджанская 
делегация во главе с А.Топчибашевым после длительной задержки в Стамбуле сумела 
в середине мая 1919 г. все же прибыть в Париж. Здесь А.Топчибашев встретился с 
Президентом США В.Вильсоном, которому вручил меморандумы о независимости 
Азербайджана, его экономическом и финансовом состоянии и этническом составе 
и обосновывал необходимость признания независимости Азербайджана. В.Вильсон 
обещал поддержку и защиту со стороны США, но рекомендовал рассмотреть 
возможность создания конфедерации народов Южного Кавказа. Помимо В.Вильсона, 
делегация Азербайджана встретилась с представителями США  (Г.Моргентау) и 
Англии (Л.Маллетом), которых тоже знакомила с ситуацией в Азербайджане15. Однако 
у великих держав были совершенно другие намерения. 13 июня 1919 г. США (Вильсон), 
Англия (Ллойд Джордж), Франция (Клемансо),  Италия (Орландо) опубликовали 
документ, которым частично признали «права» адмирала А.Колчака на управление 
бывшей Российской империей. В ответ, в тот же день ряд делегаций, в том числе 
Азербайджана, Украины, стран Балтии и др., вручили ноту протеста председателю 
Парижской конференции16.

Однако великие державы (Англия, Франция, США, Италия) рассматривали признание 
стран, возникших на обломках Российской империи в контексте «русского вопроса» 
и долгое время тянули с его обсуждением. Поэтому 17 июня 1919 г. представители 

13 Там же, с.81. 
14 Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика (1918-1920) Внешняя политика…, с.105.
15 Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика…,  с.100; Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика (1918-
1920) Внешняя политика…, с.194-195; Гасанлы Д. Признание АДР на Версальской мирной конференции – важная 
победа азербайджанской дипломатии,
http://irs-az.com/new/pdf/1310133369359985452.pdf Блищенко В., Сарыев Р. Дипслужба независимого Азербайджана 
(1918-1920), https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=22994934;  
16 Там же, с.100-101.M
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Азербайджана, Грузии, Латвии, Литвы, Эстонии, Горцев Северного Кавказа и Украины 
выступили с совместной декларацией, прося ускорить признание их стран, а 8 октября 
1919 г. осудили специальным письмом позицию участников конференции в отношении 
их стран17. 1 ноября 1919 года в Париже между Азербайджаном и Ираном был заключен 
договор о признании независимости Азербайджана и достигнуто соглашение об 
установлении дипломатических отношений между ними. Подписание этого договора 
явилось большим успехом азербайджанской дипломатии на международной арене18.

Заняться обсуждением вопроса международного статуса отделившихся от России 
стран Антанту заставило только наступление большевистских войск на Кавказе. 
С этой целью 10 января 1920 г. была созвана сессия Верховного Совета Парижской 
мирной конференции. В результате проведенного обсуждения 11 января 1920 г. по 
предложению британского представителя лорда Керзона Верховный Совет союзников 
признал де-факто правительства Азербайджана и Грузии. Фактически свое признание 
подтвердили только Англия и Франция, но и это был для того времени немалый 
успех. 15 января 1920 г. азербайджанская делегация получила от французских властей 
соответствующий официальный документ и просила признать Азербайджан де-
юре19. Союзники  также обещали Азербайджану помощь вооружением, военным 
снаряжением и продовольствием, однако отказались послать в регион свои войска20. 

Признание независимости Азербайджана способствовало росту интереса к нему на 
международной арене. Целый ряд стран - Бельгия, Швейцария, Нидерланды, Чехия и 
Словакия, Финляндия стали открывать в Баку свои консульства, а Италия открыла здесь 
свое дипломатическое представительство. 20 марта 1920 года между Азербайджаном 
и Ираном был подписан договор о мире и дружбе, по которому стороны принимали 
на себя обязательства по созданию и укреплению дружественных и экономических 
отношений, а также по открытию азербайджанского посольства в Тегеране и иранского 
- в Баку. Кроме того, в тот же день между Азербайджаном и Ираном были подписаны 
соглашения о таможне, торговле, почтово - телеграфных и консульских отношениях. 
Спустя некоторое время в Тегеране было открыто посольство Азербайджана, а в 
Тебризе начало действовать генеральное консульство Азербайджана. 22 апреля 1920 
года азербайджанский парламент принял закон об учреждении дипломатических 
представительств в Великобритании, Франции, Италии, США, Швейцарии, Польше, 
Латвии, Литве, Эстонии, Финляндии, Украине, Румынии, Германии и России. 
Расширились дипломатические связи с такими соседними странами, как Турция, 
Грузия и Армения. В этот период в Баку стали действовать дипломатические миссии 
около 20 стран21.

Однако, очевидные успехи Азербайджана на международной арене, его признание 

17 Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика…,  с.101; Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика (1918-
1920) Внешняя политика…, с.231, 321-322.
18 Там же, с.101.
19 Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика…, с.102.
20 Там же, с.104. http://irs-az.com/new/pdf/1310133369359985452.pdf
21 Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика…, с.105; Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика (1918-
1920) Внешняя политика…, с.480-481, 516; Блищенко В., Сарыев Р. Дипслужба независимого Азербайджана (1918-
1920), https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=22994934 M
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и расширение связей со многими государствами мира не сняли с повестки дня 
главной угрозы, исходившей от большевистской России. Ленинское правительство 
рассматривало Азербайджан как одну из российских провинций. Особую важность 
для восстановления экономики России имели значительные запасы нефти, которыми 
располагал Азербайджан. Поэтому нарком иностранных дел РСФСР Г. Чичерин 
предпринял попытку втянуть Азербайджан в гражданскую войну, которая тогда 
шла в России, предложив союз против деникинцев. Так как это открывало путь для 
дальнейшей военной оккупации Азербайджана российскими войсками, министр 
иностранных дел Азербайджана Ф.Хойский отверг это предложение, ссылаясь на то, 
что это будет означать вмешательство во внутренние дела России22.  Не увенчалась 
успехом и вторая аналогичная попытка Г.Чичерина, Ф.Хойский ответил, что любые 
переговоры с Россией должны предваряться признанием РСФСР суверенитета 
Азербайджана23. Тогда ленинское правительство открыто взяло курс на подготовку 
государственного переворота в Азербайджане и захват его советскими войсками24. 
27-28 апреля 1920 г. Баку был захвачен наступавшими частями XI Красной армии. 
Азербайджанская Демократическая республика прекратила свое существование25. 

Как видим, история азербайджанской дипломатии в краткий период существования 
АДР показывает, что даже в тех тяжелейших условиях, в которых пребывал тогда 
Азербайджан (присутствие британских оккупационных войск, война с армянскими 
захватчиками в разных регионах страны, общее крайне трудное экономическое 
положение) страна добивалась важнейших внешнеполитических успехов. Ее 
дипломаты, твердо руководствуясь интересами своего народа и государства, несмотря 
на множество сложнейших препятствий, сумели добиться фактического признания 
от нескольких десятков стран мира, в том числе таких важнейших для того времени, 
как Англия и Франция и способствовать расширению связей Азербайджана с 
другими государствами. В этом заключается тот важнейший урок, который оставила 
современному Азербайджану история дипломатии АДР в 1918-1920 гг.

22 Там же, с.116; Блищенко В., Сарыев Р. Дипслужба независимого Азербайджана (1918-1920),
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=22994934; http://irs-az.com/new/pdf/1310133369359985452.pdf
23 Там же, с.117; Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика (1918-1920) Внешняя политика…, с.475-476; 
Блищенко В., Сарыев Р. Дипслужба независимого Азербайджана (1918-1920),
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=22994934
24 Азербайджанская Демократическая Республика…,  с.117, 119.
25 Там же, с.122-123.M
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YENİ TƏYİNATLAR – NEW APPOINTMENTS – НОВЫЕ НАЗНАЧЕНИЯ

26 December 2019 The President of the Republic of Azerbaijan appointed 
Fikret Akhundov as the Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands

26 December 2019 The President of the Republic of Azerbaijan appointed Tofi g 
Musayev as the Deputy Permanent Representative of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan to the United Nations

26 December 2019 The President of the Republic of Azerbaijan appointed Seymur 
Mardaliyev as the Deputy Permanent Representative of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan to the United Nations Offi ce and other 
International Organizations in Geneva

26 December 2019 The President of the Republic of Azerbaijan appointed Rovshan 
Sadigbayli as the Deputy Ambassador of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan to the Republic of Austria
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YENİ NƏŞRLƏR – NEW PUBLICATIONS – НОВЫЕ ИЗДАНИЯ

“АЗЕРБАЙДЖАН И КАВКАЗСКО-КАСПИЙСКИЙ РЕГИОН 
В ПЕРИОД ВТОРОЙ МИРОВОЙ ВОЙНЫ (1939-1945)”

Ирада ГУСЕЙНОВА и Нурулла АЛИЕВ

В книге, состоящей из двух глав отражены 
военно-исторические события, происходившие в 
Кавказско-Каспийском регионе и на территории 
Азербайджана в период Второй мировой войны. 
Работа посвящена исследованию истории 
геополитического соперничества за обладание 
контролем над Кавказско-Каспийским регионом, 
в особенности, над основными нефтяными 
районами СССР и прежде всего Бакинским, 
дававшем две трети общесоюзной, причем 
высококачественной нефти, для обеспечения 
бронетанковых и авиационных соединений 
горючим. В книге комплексно освещены 
основные цели и замыслы главных участников 
накануне и в период Второй мировой войны, где 
чисто военно-стратегические цели тесно 
переплетались с военно-экономическими. 
Показано возрастающее значение региона, 
раскрыто ключевое место Азербайджана в этих 

процессах.

Значительное место в монографии уделено вопросам вклада Азербайджана в победу 
Советского Союза в войне 1941-1945 гг., его важнейшей роли в обороне Кавказcко-
Каспийского  региона,  раскрывается участие азербайджанцев в партизанском 
движении на оккупированных территориях Советского Союза, а также в европейском 
движении Сопротивления.

В книге рассматриваются такие вопросы, как Азербайджан и Кавказско-Каспийский 
регион в межвоенный период, англо-французские военно-стратегические планы 
в отношении Кавказско-Каспийского региона в период Второй мировой войны, 
Кавказско-Каспийский регион и военно-стратегические планы Германии, роль 
Азербайджана в обороне Кавказcко-Каспийского региона, участие азербайджанцев 
в партизанском движении на оккупированных территориях Советского Союза и в 
европейском движении Сопротивления, роль Азербайджана в обеспечении армии 
и фронта в годы Второй мировой войны, вклад Азербайджана в военно-морскую 
оборону Каспийского региона.
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